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COURTS OF PARIs/nAPLES, VIENNA, ETC. 


July 16/A, 

The Venetian senator, Prince Rezzonico, dined 
with me at Mr. Wilkes’s petite nuikoji at Kensington 
Gore, a most elegant box, with Messrs Woronzow 
and Barthelmy, and Stuart, the author of tlu! 
History of Scotland, or Mary Queen of Scots, and 
compiler of the ‘‘English Review.” In his 459th 
page of last month, he tells us of all tint wond(*r- 
fill qualities requisite to make an historian, viz., 
“It is the gift of God: a man must bc.^ born an 
historian as well as a poet ; it was bestowed in 
an eminent degree upon Livy and Tacitus, anu)ng 
the ancients, upon Bossuet and Vertot, among 
the modems, and upon Stuart and Ltjgan, «among 
the living historians!” 

N.B.—Logan is his colleague, and a,uthor of 
“Elements of the Philosoph}' of Histoiy/' 
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I have had a visit from tho fmions ("oiml 
Cai^liostro, who haran.^'iied ns for throo Imnrs in 
bad French, taken from th<‘ ftnlinn, enlir«'ly about 
himscdf and his sufferin^i^'s; sometinifs ontfrtaininy, 
^^enerally tedious and like a rliaiiatnii : bnt Inlter 
than I expected from the axa'ounts 1 had |■e('l*i\“ed. 
He is a little brown man, with an iynoblr faer, 
good eyes, high foiaFead and bald. Xnthiiig^ [r\v- 
ish. He, boasts of his wealth and disintfTrstedne,.;-.. 
and talks of himstjlf in the third inr.iin f,r 
(a>mle dt* (''agii«)stro/’ lie promi.’es in ix rmniflr'- 
to pnl)l!sh, gratis, a fu!! ac'eomil (*!' hi . life, in 
hhiglish, Ihamch and Italian, in .a\ neta\‘o I'ohuue 
—a dn^adful threat.' 

ft is :aipposeti the I )nhe n{ K’ntlafid and Mi. 
Idtt are both favourable to the ( aflioli' .. 'Flu 
lalha* is said to In* religioiiMly ine'lined. A }Hra,n 
in offua; told Wraxall an anerdote whirh he thonnji! 
illnstrative of thi‘ different miniver.,. Wliem in 
17HJ, some (‘oiuH'Ssion from Rn i ia anind whiih 
wa.s v<?ry unexpected, but about which flu -c were 

I 'The real iiaine (jf llii. r«|t*hijfr<! MiaiFnci, uhne 
j)r(‘lriule(l knnwled'^e et’ uia'*ic aial laa ae fi ai ‘:ai:ir<| |ni 
hint ‘'.e a,n’''it aa infliH'ure at eja- prund, v^a . h* r|»|i 
llalsaiae. lie u'a\ fiF loiv r'ctrar|if»n. asitf al I'alMiiie 

ia 171,5. He rnnirived fe niaro, (aie fhe ht.eifiliil 

wonieij in ftaly. named Fnreji/a Felii iani, ufi.. fu a -unfl 
I'miiily added a enjr.ider.ihle pruperh, d firou-di let .iiff 
he endt-tl hy malaii,*; a laige lurinne. 
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extremely anxious (I believe some assistance the 
Empress agreed to give with regard to her fleet), 
this person had to deliver the intelligence. On 
hearing it, Pitt’s exclamation was, ‘‘Thank God!” 
13 ose said, “ No, has she indeed ! ” and Lord 
Carmarthen, “The devil she has!” 

Lord George Gordon has been about, trying 
to excite riots, and is outlawed from the parish 
of Marylebonc. 

We dine often with my cousin, Sir Flarry 
Englelicld, and his mother, who have a pleasant 
house, and draw together les beaux csprils. Wraxall, 
vSloane, Isted, Knight, La,dy Cadogan, Lady Mary 
and Mr. Churchill, Horace Walpoles and the; Misses 
I>erry, are the general society thcTcu Sir IIa,rfy 
has an unpleasant way of har<anguing, and d(iclarc!S 
he does everything by the “ rulti of thumb.” 1 
ha,ve not yet beem able to ascertain wliat he me.ans 
by that ex])ression ; sometliing very scientilic I 
makcj 110 doubt, but btiyond my cornprcihension.^ 


I Sir flarry, being a gniaf anticjiiarian, alliultMl probably 
to tlif! ('.iisloia of .scul])tors, who an; in the ha,bit of passing 
the llniinb.nail over tfie siirfacci of their works, in onha* 
to detect irKupaJities. I naueinl)er in lat(T y<;ars to Iiavc^ 
seen Sir I-Jarry, then (iiiitc hlind, deseanting upon tlni 
beauties of his splendid colhiction of h'trnscaii vases, and 
following the contours of the figures by the aid of liis 
thumb. 

1—2 
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August 2nd. 

The King has been stabbed, but not danger¬ 
ously, as he got into his carriage, by Margaret 
Nicholson, a madwoman. She was seized imme¬ 
diately, but he insisted upon her not having any 
further punishment than being conveyed to Bed¬ 
lam. ‘''She must be mad, she must be mad,” he 
repeated, "to want to kill me.” I presume Louis 
Quinze did not feel the same certainty of mad¬ 
ness in a similar case, when Damien was drawn 
asunder by four horses.^ 


TO SIR EDWARD SWINBURNE. 

Paris, September lylh, 178G. 

Dear Brother, —We arrived here safe and 
well, after staying a week in Normandy. Our 
passage from Brighthelmstonc was pleasant enough, 

I Robert Fran9ois Damien, wiio attempted to assas- 
,sinatc Louis XV. 011 the 4th of January, 1757, was tin; 
son of a porter at Arras, and a man of such bad clin.r- 
acter, that he went by the name of Rol)ert Ic l)ia.ble. 
The tortures which this wretch endured, in ohUt to make 
him confess his motives and accomplices, ^wceeds all belief. 
His flesh was lorn to pieces witii red-hot pincers. Boiiinij: 
oil and lead were thrown upon the wounds ; his limbs 
were cut off in detail, and he did not expire until 11 ui 
last was hacked from Ins body. 
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though not a short one, having lasted above four¬ 
teen hours. The custom-house officers were easy 
and indulgent, and the journey, without exception, 
the most delightful that can be made in France. 
Yet, in spite of all these advantages, I do not 
think I shall ever go the Dieppe way again. There 
is no harbour on the English side, and one must 
submit to be tossed about in a l)oat for the s]>acc 
of two miles, going or corning ; with the chance of 
being perhaps thirty or forty hours beating across 
the Channel. 

I have taken a cainpagnc at Le Mcnil, about a 
league noi'th of St. Germain, just above Maisons. 
'Fhe house is well furnished, with twenty acres of 
ple'asure and kitchen garden, and all p<LSsible con¬ 
veniences. There is a door that opens into the 
forest, and the finest view imaginable. Wo shall 
reiiKwe to it the first week in Octol)er, hut mean 
to have a small pied-a-ierre at Paris, where we 
may come for pleasure or business. 

This city is not quite such a desert at this 
time of the year as London, yet it is ten to one 
you do not find the [)erson yon want in town, 
'fhe Spectacles arc in a very poor plight, both as 
to a.ctors and compositions. 

The improvements made and making in the 
buildings are astonishing, though not always in 
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the chastest taste. Thirty millions arc just 
borrowed for the purpose of building a new bridge 
at the Palais Bourbon, making a new quay and 
demolishing the houses on the bridges. 

I find the environs more agreeable than ever I 
did, as I have horses here, and ride out frequcntl)\ 
On foot, or in a carriage, is quite another thing, 
for the distance one can reach is not sufficient to 
get out of dirt and dust, 

I have not been to Court yet, as the King 
is at Compiegne, and the Queen lives retired at 
Trianon ; but I shall be presented before the 
voyage de Fontainebleau, and have already l>een 
to Versailles to deliver my letters, and dined witli 
Mr. Eden, our minister for the commercial treat}'. 
There are English here, but none of any note or 
of my acquaintance. 

I have been with M. de la Borde to see 
Monsieur Vaillant’s collection of stuffed African 
birds. He travelled among the Hottentots, and 
has brought home the skin of a cameleopard, 
which is fawn colour, with white crosses. 

Dupaty has got into a scra{)e with the Parlia¬ 
ment for attacking the criminal jurisprudence in 

r' 

general, on account of three men condemned to 
the wheel, who are asserted b}^ him to be innocent. 
This affair will come on after the vacation, and in 



COURTS OF PARIS, NAPLES, ETC. 


7 


the meanwhile gives him a great deal of trouble 
and anxiety. 


[Mr. Swinburne here continues his corres> 
pondencc in the form of a diary.] 


October 2is/. Arrived at Fontainel)le‘a,u, b}' 
invitation, 

22ncL Was presented to the Princess de 
Lam])allc, and supped there. 

zycL Dined at the Marquis dc Talanfs, 
premier maitre d’Hotel dc la Reinc. 

24//L Went out boar-hunting with tlu^ King; 
unifonii blue and crimson, velvet cuffs, with broad 
gold and silver lace. There was a little g(x>d 
galloping. The forest is so well opened and the 
woods so well cleared that there is nowhere any 
danger except among the rocks and crags. Tlic 
piirade of hunting is very great. 

Dined at Mr. Hden’s, and went to the Court 
'Fheatre, where the admission is gratis. All 
foreigneri? are scaled sideways on benches behind 
the orchestra, on account of the -King's chair, 
which is placed in the middle of the pit, and 
nobody must turn their back to it. lk‘fore us 
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sat the ambassadors, and a bench is left for 
Princes of the blood. Opposite to us sat, on 
similar forms, ilic ladies of easy virtue of Paris! 
When there is an abundance of foreif>;ners, onr 
is forced to jiiish and rush for places, in a very 
disagreeable manner, as there are, in fact, only 
sixteen places. 

The inlrodudciiv came to the salle cUfS am- 
bassadeurs, where we were all assembkid, an<! 
ushered the foreif^ners to their seats sonic time 
before the play began; he then fetched the corps 
diplomati<|ue. The yuecui sat in her box, suppnsc‘<i 
to be incognito, as was the King, high up opposite. 
Monsieur represenioit, and wlutn he entta’ed tliti pic‘<'e 
began. The spctctacle wa.s very lime (tspt!cially tlie 
dances and decorations. Thcj music was not veiy 
good, hhich new opera acted at h'ontaiiubktau 
costs the King one hundnid and lifty thousand 
francs. This theatre is awkwardly built for setung, 
being a. long paralkdograni ; a.nd it is rud well 
lighted. 

25//n Went to a. boar-hunt with the ('ount 
d’Artois. The uniform is gre<;n, crimson and gold, 
'rhe yueen camtj in a. caliche and six, ^vith her 
ladies in othca* carriag<js; the Ihdncess dt; r.a,nibalk‘ 
on horseback. \V<j found in llu.^ thickids abov<‘ 
Mclun, and ran very liard across the plain ainl 
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heath—an excellent hunt. The boar attempted to 
take to the forest, but the do^;'s pressed so hard 
that he had not time to break through the trellice, 
and so ran along it to the iirst gate, passing dost.* 
to the Queen’s carriage. Nothing could be finer 
than this scene; the day bright and warm, and 
everything beautifully set off by the presence of 
so magnificent a company of hunters. Aftta* tlu; 
boar got into the forest, he was so fre^piently 
headed that he only hopped from square to S(|uare, 
till at last he was seized and biaaight down by thc! 
dogs and shot l)y the Count d’i\rtois. Tlu* lattiT 
part of the hunt was not very amusing. 

Dined at the ('ount citj \a‘rgemu*s, 
ministre des affaire‘S etrangeres, with most of tlu* 
corps diplomati([ue. 'Fhen to ilut iuav opera of 
Plicdre, Sup|)ed with the; Daron de l>ret(‘uil, 
ministre des affaires interieunjs. His daughter, 
Madajne dc! Matignon, did the honours. Those* 
of the corps diplomaticpie whom I met tluaa! were 
the (uHint de Mercy (Imperial) very starclual ; 
Siirnapis (Stirdinian) ; Slaal (Swetdish) ; 'Fiinolin 
(Russian), who is ruining himself in his old days 
with Mifdamc Albert ; Suffrein (Malta), a dis¬ 
tinguished admiral, very fat, with a good-natured 
face; Goltz (Prussian), wxy stupid; and lUonut 
(Danish), very dirty. 
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I hunted this morning with the Duke dc 
Bourbon. 

2yth, Hunted with the Marquis de Polignac 
—too many stags, and no sport. Dined with 
M. de Talaru, and supped at the Marechal de 
Segur’s, ministre de la guerre. His son is envo}' 
at St. Petersburg. His wife, whom he left behind, 
is a most charming little woman. 

2Sth. Boar-hunt with the Count d’Artois; no 
good running. Dined at Eden’s; supped at the 
Marechal de Castries, ministre de la marine. He 
is extremely polite and attentive. 

2gth, At Court ; dined at the Count de 
Vergennes; supped at the Princess dc Laiuballe's. 
The Queen, Monsieur and Madame, (-omit and 
Countess d’Artois came after supj)er and pla^’cd at 
cards sans fagon. Monsieur is in ciccsbcatum with 
Madame de Balbi, quite a rHalicinicJ This is 
the only thing of the kind I saw at Court, wlicrc 
everything is dc la dcrnicrc dccoicc. 


I A daughter of Count Cauiuont <l(i la who married 

Count Arrnaiid de Balbi, of ati illustrious (jcuocstt family. 
She was dame d'atours” to Madame. He.r beauty, which 
had been remarkable, was disfigured by thg. small-pox, but 
this in no degree tempered the atfi^ctiou of Momutsir (F..ouis 
XVIII.), whom she accompanied to ('obhiiitz. 'riudr intimucy 
did not terminate until the restoration. I beliciv<.,‘ sh(^ fell a 
victim to the cholera in 1834, 
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The Count d’Artois plan's deep at quinzc and 
whist; he has lost much, and on that account 
hazard is forbidden. The ^ames in use here a.re 
billiards, trictrac, quinze, whist, rcversi, and trcnte- 
et-quarante, which concludes the ni^dit. At the 
jeu dc la reine, which is held from seven till nine 
on Sundays and Thursdays, all the ('ourt comes 
to crowd a room too small for such an 'ussernldy. 
A lotto table is formed, of ladies in ho(;ps, for the 
amusement of Madame. Other small parties a.re 
made in the corners. The Kin|^"'s brothers pla,\‘ 
whist ; the Queen plays trictrac in a window, 
but she is continually staring about, talkin^i^ and 
laughin^^*. Her voice is not musical ; lu.*r size of 
the fullest; she is very fad, and htu' features begin 
to be strongly marked. Madame (bArttiis looks 
like a starved witch. At the end, tluj Queen rises 
and speaks to the ladies; all pla\' ci^ases, and 
away she walks to supper a,t Madame,*\s, where 
the royal family always meet to sup, unless tin* 
King has a supper in his cal)iiu.*l. 

The courtiers meet daily at Tdiil de Ikeuf 
about nine, and then crowd the King’s htalchamber 
a momeftt before supper. If he has a soiipcr dc 
cabinet, a vatet dc chambre comes out with a list 
of twelve names in the King’s own luiudwriting, 
which he calls over, and the favoured ones go in. 
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The King walks out early every morning in 
a great-coat. He is very much attached to his 
wife. The Count de Fronsac, son of the Marechal 
de Richelieu, kept the little Zaccari, of the opera. 
One night he heard the King, who seldom takes 
notice of anything, praise her very much. This 
raised ideas in his head of ma.king her inisti*ess 
to His Majesty and thereby building favour and 
power for himself. In pursuance (;f this scheuH‘, 
he, as gentleman of the bed-chamber, contrived to 
place her in the King’s way, and as His Majesty 
passed, said: ‘‘La voila, sire, la petite Zaccarid' 
Louis turned to him with scorn, and cxclainu^d : 
“Allez, Fronsac!^ Ton voit bien de (jui vons etes 
fils.” 

The Count d’Artois j)retcnds to know a. grt*at 
deal of the histoiy of France, and tint otlier day, 
to please him, the Duchess de ('ossc asked him 
if he could inform her who was tlai last ('ount 
d’Artois. “ Surenient je le sais,'" said he; ('.'elait 
Robert sans peur, fils de Richard hi (liable.” 

30/A. Hunted with the King. 'Fhe Maiapiis 
de Touriicl was run away with and had his skull 
fractured in the woods. * 

31.S/. Walked for some hours and took a 

1 The Count dc I'ronsac w;ls son of tlio 
Marcclial do Richcliciii. 
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view of the valley of Fontainebleau ; supped with 
the Marechal dc Segur. 

December 26///, I have spent a week in Paris 
and had some pleasant reunions. A splendid 
dinner at Labordc’s {Garde du Ircsor), with much 
company. The most rechcrchcc cherc I ever saw. 
I was introduced by the Duke of Dorset to tla^ 
Marechal de Noailles. An evening at Madanu*. de 
la March’s, whose apartments at th(,‘ Tuileri<,;s are 
magnificent. 

Febriuiry 6 th, 1787. Wemt to Paris; sp(*nt the 
day at Abbe Tersan’s consulting books cm gardening 
and looking over prints. 

yth. To Versailles for tlui (Jiutcufs ball, llie 
salla de bal is very elegantly fittcxl up, but ilit* 
colonnade is massive', and gloom}" ; it hides the 
boxes and company loo much. Tho arcfu for 
dancing is too low and the danc'c'rs are st'iui to 
great disadvantage. The men were' plainly drc'ssc-d ; 
some even appeared in mourning. All that duncecl 
wore large hats with whittj plumes, very unbecoming. 
The assembly was full, but by no me.ans brilliant in 
dress; indeed, the ladies who did not dance* st!t;na'd 
to me qttite cn deshabille. 

The King walked about and lalktjd to sta'c'ral 
people, without ever sitting down. The nucum 
played at trictrac in the ball-room. There* was no 
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gaiety. Madame de Polignac, who was dressed 
like a chambermaid, came long after the Queen, 
handed by the Count d’Artois. Tlie Queen 
whispered to her for a long time, but the Duchess 
did not remain near her and passed most of the 
night looking over the Count d'Artois, who was 
playing at whist. The supper was gocjd and well 
conducted, in a large hall, where everyone forms 
his own party to fill a table, after whicli all is 
cleared away and a fresh supper served to another 
set. 

The Queen hates orange-colour, and ha.s de¬ 
clared that she will receive no one wlio approaclu^s 
her with that colour; for which reason no lady 
goes to Versailles with orange-colounid ril)ands, 
although they arc very common at Paris. 

Lately the Duke do Normandie being Irdvcn 
suddenly ill, Madame de Polignac called in the 
physicians, who ordered leeches. She did not tell 
the Queen, who was at that time in a, critic’.al slatti 
of health, two months after her last confmeinent, 
but told the King, who approved. d 1 ie Ie(;(dies 
were applied with great medical a,ppa.ratns, when 
by chance the Queen came into thci room •and saw 
her child covered with blood, surromuled by physi¬ 
cians, surgeons and attendants. On learning llui 
cause, she fell into the most violent fury and vented 
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her anfi;*er without reserve on ^^ladaine clc Poli;L;*nac. 
Madame do P. stoc;d nniiioved, after having in vain 
attempted to justify herself. At length she left the 
room and returned with a cup and saucer, stirring 
some sugar in it, and offered it to the (.Jueen, saying: 
‘^Your Majesty had better drink off this orange- 
flower waterA The Quetm drank it and was silent; 
but twenty-four hours passed in tlu; rpiarrel, until at 
last the Oneen nu'idti it up with her. 

When Madame de PoIigna.c gave up thc! Dau¬ 
phin to the Duke (rilarcourt, it was rcunarked that 
the child never showed tint h:asl cemetam on part¬ 
ing from her, not even so much as to take I(ja\-t.! of 
her. 

ij//n M. de Vergeiines died this morning. 
He was the first hVtaich ministti' that reeei\'«‘d 
presents from foia^ign ('oarts on the conclusion of 
tiTiaties. A cunning ft‘How! fu’ 1 h‘ persuadt'd tin; 
King tliat it wa,s to his lumour, as it proved how 
much tlu; whole world approvt'd f)f the minister His 
Majc;sty had (diosen. 

Wtuil U) Ytu'sailles, dimtd witli the 
d’Osrnonds aiul then to tin; (Jueturs hall. 

Mardi bill, 'Fook Mrs. S. to Vtu'sailles, to 
wait upon th?. ^jiu‘e.n hy appointnumt, Dim;d at 
Madaim; de 'ralanfs and returned at night, 

iO//n Tilt! Dukt* of ()rh‘ans ra.n a. deer into 
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Paris and killed it in the Rue Royale, Place 
Louis XV, 

2oth. Went to see the Queen hunt roebuck in 
the Bois de Boulogne; a heavenly day and gay 
sight; innumerable horsemen, whiskeys and ca¬ 
liches, but no sport, 

I visited the Countess d’Albanie, relict of the 
Pretender, and was introduced to her by d’Han- 
carville. 

April 2nd. Rode toward Poissy. There is a 
beautiful point of view up and down the river, from 
a hill beyond it. The ruined tower of Belmont has 
a fine prospect. It is a charming tract of country. 
On returning I overtook Madanic d’Osmoncl, be¬ 
wildered in the forest, where her coach had stuck 
fast in the sand as she was coming to spend a week 
with us at Menil. 

The Archbishop of Narbonne (Dillon) was con¬ 
versing with the Controlcur-General, Calonnc, on 
the deficit in the finances, which is now the great 
subject of discourse and surmises, and he expressed 
a desire to know when and how this deficit was to 
be prevented for the future. Calonne, very cross at 
being pressed on tliis subject, said he could not tell, 
but that it was no such mighty matttir if the King 
remained in debt a few years longer, ‘‘for who is 
there that is not in debt ? ” said he; “ there is 
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scarcely a nobleman who is not overwhelmed with 
a load of it. /t/ nnis-inajic, M(}}i^ci^ncur, vous dcvc:: 
plus qiic vans uHes Pour vous, Monsieur 

(hi Calonne/' replied tlui prelate, vous devicz, 
inais vous ne dcvttz plus.''’ 

iS//;. Caloniu^ turned out of office. Paid a 
visit at the and found the Marechal de 

P>eauveau at home. 

lyth, M. Xeckei- exiled twt*nty-ont: lea,i^nies 
from Paris. lU- is allowts! to stay at lMaroIh‘S till 
furthiu’ orders, with his wifi*, (ailonne is exiled si.xt}’ 
lea,L(tu‘.s off. d'here is a vast scauie (>f ini(juity laid 
optui. II(j had paid to tlut C'ount (PArttas om^ 
hundnai and stAaei millions, whic'h was to Ik.* from 
tht;nc:e dividt;d amon;,;’ tlu; ; and if tlie Kin^;' 

loimd it out and ('omplained, his brother wa.s to 
(ksdart; that lie would ri'phux! it hensifter, but at 
present it wxis n(‘cessary to pa,tch up his affairs and 
pnA’enl an th'lni, d'his Princa,*, who has thn*e mil¬ 
lions a niany ye.ars spent twent}'“tJiu‘ 

millions yearl\'. d'he seizure (d the papers (d* Ins 
fugitiv(‘ treasurer, P»ourdon, lias ltd this secret 
e.scape. I'l'ie (bnuit d’lhitraf.pies ma.(le a. protest 
in favour <tf the ('ontrbIeur-(Icneral and a|[(ainst tlu' 
proceeding's of ?lm Prince de ('onli's bureau, which 
the bureau ndhstsl to rt‘cei\'t*. 

I'lut Manpiis de la laiyeite has si^iuai a re- 

voL. n e 
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monstrance and delivered it to the bureau for the 
King, setting forth the alarms of the public at Flis 
Majesty’s supplying the stockjobbers with money 
to support their gambling; also at the extravagant 
prices paid for FOrient and vSangcn'es and the 
absurdity of the King’s buying estates at a time 
when he proposed to sell the domain. It is a bold 
letter and forcible, but not well written. 

There have been strange doings in the 
• San9erres business, a job by which tlu* Ihiron 
d’Espagnac, the proprietor, gahuxl i)ro<ligions]y. 
The Controleur-General had live hundred Ihousajul 
francs, Madame de Polignac three lunidrod thou¬ 
sand, and so forth. 

May 3rrf. Rode to Ma<!a,m(^ dr. I^dK at 

Ormesson. Tn an acre or two tlu‘y have crowded 
several pretty things, en janUn an^^iais. 

To Rellevue with Mrs. S., where Madanu* 
Adelaide received us, and was t‘Xtreni<*ly (dvil. 
Wc dined there. The Princ(‘ss is tlfin and 
wizened; slic walks about the gardems in a, <ln^ss 
made like a riding-habit, and a man's round hat. 

4///. The Archbisliop of Toulouse* (Ib'ienne) 
is taken into the ministry, • 

6 lh. Rode to Jlellcviut and tc?ok a view from 
one of the cabinets for Madaiiui Adelaide, aci’ord- 
ing to my promise. 
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14//1. Onr north - coiintr}' friend, Charles 
Williams, arrived on a visit. IMentioning to 
Mrs. S. that a lar^^e party of her friends had ji^onc 
lo.i(ether to Ihath, she naturally wished to know 
who werti the persons who composed it. I 
will try and recollect,” said he; tluTo were 
(ie()rgt^ Cla,verin!L( and his wife, then tht*rt^ were 
Mr. a,iul Mrs. Wlrat-d’ye-call-ein, tliere was Aliss 
What's-li(i*-nauH;, thiTe was Mr. 'rhiipt^ainy, then 
two ladies from Durham an<l another whose; nanp! 
1 cannot n;c:<»lh*ct.” 

June .L\lh, We diiua! at (‘hois}’ with Madame 
Canipau. 1'he ('(.nint and ('Inwalier (h; Parny 
th(‘r(‘j I lit' latt(.*r a. poi;t. M. le Moine canu; 
to us. 

July,\lh, Dined at the \'al, and went with 
the P>ea.iiv<*aiis and the ('ounl dt; vSt. Priest to 
visit tlu; ('onntcss dn Parri at Laiciejnu;. She was 
not at hraiue I'lii* house se(!nu‘d in tliat disorder 
whi(di eharactcu'ises pc;oj)le of lu;r fornua* profes¬ 
sion- -dirty but ina^(nilicent. dlnaa; is a line; bust 
of her. ,i;‘ardt‘ns arc n!f.^ular. I'hert; is a 

pavilion admirable for the view and interior ik‘- 
eoration, hut th<‘ onlsidt; is }>lastt;n*d ov(‘r and 
out f>f !’c‘{)air. 'Fhe hahajuies a.rt! ridiculously 
small a.nd inconviuuimt. 'fhe stucco is line, hut 
the paintini^^ by Vi<au'l abominable, "rin; ^’ildinji^ 
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of the bronzes is curious. Upon the whole it is 
a delightful, costly vide boutcille. 

It is a curious thing that, by a very lucky hit, 
Matthieu Lansberg, the conjurer, almanaoniakiu- 
of Liege, foretold Madame du Barri’s fate, under 
the month of May, 1774. He said: ''Unt; grande 
favorite joucra son dernier role.” The almanac at 
the preceding Christmas was denied a license on 
that account and was obliged to be altered befonj 
its sale was authorised at Paris. Louis 
died May loth, and Madame du liarri was sent 
about her business. 

bth. Dined at the Val; Mesdames de Bois- 
gelin and d’Usson, the Princess de P(»ix, ixv. 
All at Court are in a bustle because^ tin; parlia* 
ment of Paris will not hear of new taxets till tlu' 
King lays before them a state of his chd)ts and 
expenses, that they may be convinced of tin* 
necessity of fresh impositions. Calonnc, who lu'ui 
fled to Rottei'darn, has written to the King that 
he is gone off to have liberty to prepa.re for his 
defence, as the Archbishop of Touhmse is doing 
all he can to deprive him of the means of justi¬ 
fying himself. * 

m 

igth. At tile Cliainbrc des ('oiiiptcs llu; 
other day, where the Count d’Artois went to tui- 
register by force the edit du tUnlnx cl de riuilwl 
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territorial, he was hissed and hustled; hut on 
somebody calling owt aux annes!'' the cowardly 
mob fled in an instant and many people wt.*re 
lamed. The first President, Nicolai, made a very 
vigorous speech, ending with these remarkable 
words: On vent nous forcer a passer ina* loi la 

plus oppressive, mais jamais nous ne It^ ftaams;”’ 
then, raising his head, and voice, • he repeal'd: 

Non, monseigneur, nous ne le ferons jamais ! ” 
Monsieur was accompaaiied by loiid aeekiilla¬ 
tions from the Luxembourg to the (a>iir des Aid«“S, 
After the Princes had retirc‘d, (‘ach court remained 
assembled, and the Chainhre des (duuptes caame 
to a determination to addri'SS the King for the 
return of his ])arliainent, to declare the edids 
illegal and to forliid tluur taxcTution ; sima* uiiieh 
the King sat at Versailhas, cit lit dc jasliiC, or 
Seance, and had the edicts enregislcaaui before him. 
The parliament was sulkaily mute, ami tfie King 
angry. As soon as they ndunual to Paris tlie 
parliament assembled and ('arm; to very strong 
resolutions, containing a. <ioclrine of fundamental 
rights and primitive contracts, ami national (aui- 
sents, tharthe kings of PVance? si‘<*m hmg to have 
lost sight of. On the 15th they wvvr. exiled. I'hr 
day had been fixed for the 17th, but tint parlia¬ 
ment being convoked to assist at the* anniversary 
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of the VOW of Louis XIII. on the 15th, it was 
apprehended there might be some riots; so their 
exile was hastened by two days. They were sent 
to Troyes. 

The abuse bestowed on the King and Q^icen 
and the Archbishop of Toulouse is incredible. It 
was proposed in parliament that the deputies 
should return cn corps, and, throwing thernseh'es 
on their knees before the King, implore him to 
have pity on his people and recall the odious 
taxes, and perhaps they might touch his heart 
and convince his reason. It is said that clubs 
and salons are prohibited. 

20th. La Cour des Aides is as stiffnecked a,s 
the other courts. The populace have given the. 
King the nickname of Louis h tinibrc. The parlia¬ 
ment of Rouen was ordered to go into exile at 
Libourne, but the people have risen and k<^pt 
them by force in the city. The parlianunit of 
Rouen, being summoned to Paris, have returned 
for answer that they have upon their hands busi¬ 
ness of the highest importance, which the}’ cannot 
leave. 

21st. We met this evening at flie \bd la 
Marechale de Mirepoix, a surprfsing woman of 
past eighty, without any infirmities but a shaking 
of her head. She docs not look more than fifty. 
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2()tlu L’Archeveque de Toulouse is made prime 
minister. I went to the salon of pictures, or 
exhibition, which is infinitely superior to that of 
London; several excellent landscapes by Vernet, 
Hiiet, &c.; some charming portraits by Madame 
Le Brim ; Madame Adelaide,” full length, by 
Guitard; the Death of Socrates,” by David. 

September 12th, Met the Archbishop of Tou¬ 
louse at the VaL The}^ say of him at Paris, 
qu’il a trois gouvernantes (Mesdames de Gram- 
niont, (Ic Montesson, ct de Boisgelin) et pas ime 
bonne.” 

25///. Spent the-day at Sevres with Mr. Eden. 

27/ft. Dined at the Val with the Duke and 
Duchess de la Rochcfaucault, Countess de Boufflers 
and the Countess Amelia, &c., and had a delight¬ 
ful walk home by moonlight. 

28/ft. Went to Paris to sec for a house; met 
LaharjXi and Lalande at dinner at Laborde’s. 

29/ft. Went after dinner with the Beauveaus 
and Jarnacs to visit Madame du Barri. She 
r(‘ceived us very amiably and merrily. She looks 
a very happy dame. 

30/ft.’* The notables have their heads so filled 
just now with^ the sound of deficits and millions 
tliat they can think of nothing else. The Duke 
d’Havre having written a pressing letter to his 
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steward for a supply, the agent thought proper to 
come to Versailles himself instead of writing an 
answer. He showed the duke his own letter, and 
it appeared that the duke, who required five hundred 
louis d’or to be sent him without loss of time, had 
written to order five hundred millions, and his 
steward, thinking his master cracked, came to 
make inquiries into the case. 

October 1st. Rode to Paris. Dined with Prin¬ 
cess Lubomirska. At night the populace were 
making bonfires and burning Calonne in effigy. 

4 ih. The Princess Lubomirska (now staying 
with us) tells me there is at present in France, 
on his travels, an illegitimate son of the FImpress 
of Russia. He has all his father Gregory Orlof's 
fortune and an unlimited credit wherever he goes. 
Pie had only been born three days when Catherine 
completed the revolution by which her husl)and 
was dethroned. Princess Daschkow obliged her to 
mount her horse, and she remained on horseback 
nearly twenty-four hours. 

Simolin, the Russian ambassador, w'as lately 
sounding the praises of Catherine, which only met 
with an air of dissent on the countenanT:es of the 
company. '^Au moins,” said he, “on doit convenir 
que e’est une femme tres rare.”—“ Heureusement! ” 
said one of the bystanders. 



COURTS OF PARIS, NAPLES, ETC. 


25 


The animosity of the Poles against the Empress 
Catherine is very great and bursts out frequently. 
Mrs. S. was saying that she should be very glad 
to hear of the Empress being at Constantinople ; 
upon wliich a Polish gentleman exclaimed : I 

would rather hear of the Grand Ticrc being at St. 
Petersburg. However, I should not object to her 
being at ('onstantinople—a prisoner!” 

yth. Dined at the Val. Villagers danced on 
the lawn. Mada.ine de Deauveau has a pretty 
little negress called Ourika, whom Chevalier 
de Boufllc.TS brought her as a present from Africa. 
Slic brings her u]) as her own child. The poor 
girl may be happy now. Query, whether she will 
b(j so wlutn she grows up?^ 

Thiire is a foundation at Le Meril of eighteen 
livrtjs a. year, to be given to the married woman 
of that villa,gti whose first child is not born till 
nirut months arc complete from the day of her 
marriage;. The cure tells me there have not been 
a.bove six claiimints in twenty-one years 1 

()th. I set out from Paris, traversed the 
Parc de Vincennes and rode along a new road 
to Neuilly-sur-Marne. The meadows of Chelles 
arc handsome^ extensive, green and pretty about 

I It was from this |.;irl lliat the Duchess de Duras 
took the idea of lier novel, entitled “Ourika.” 
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Lagny. We passed near Pont - aux - Dames 
(Bernardine nuns), where Madame du Barri was 
exiled on Louis Quinze’s death. It is situated on 
the banks of the river and approached by fine 
avenues in the vale to Crecy, a small town under 
the hill. I then ascended a considerable height 
along the road of Coulommiers and descended 
to Lacelle, where I was educated. All appeared 
unaltered, except in the persons that inhabit the 
place, now no longer a college. There still remain 
three monks to perform service. 

loth, I walked about the country to visit the 
haunts and scenes of my boyish, careless days, and 
recognised them with excessive pleasure. Some of 
the old labourers remembered me. The situation is 
admirably rural. The church was never finished; 
the choir only was completed. It is of large di¬ 
mensions, with a lofty steeple. The mansion con¬ 
sists of a spacious cloister, and has many courts 
and gardens enclosed with a wall and surrounded 
by the river, over which is a two-arched bridge. 
The village is straggling, at the foot and upon the 
sides of the steep, beautiful hill that overhangs the 
river and abbey on the south side. As t?ie houses 
only peep here and there through tlie foliage, and 
clumps of trees crown the summit, nothing can 
be more picturesque than the whole scene. A 
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mill at the foot with a vast supply of water, and 
the variety of timber that clothes the hill and vale 
arc additional beauties. I thought the country 
much improved in look. 

11th. Incessant rains prevented my going to 
Maupcrt;i:'s, the elegant garden of the Marquis de 
Moutesquieu Fezeiiac, the abbey of Formoutiers 
and (jther places. I passed this wet day in 
strolling about the abbey and in recalling past 
recollections. 

Set out on my return. Came to an 
estate left by Monsieur d’Arvelay to young Laborde 
at C'hoisy, a grand place. I found him ^vith his 
fadlier, ('ount Mercy, the Imperial ambassador, 
a.nd MadcmoiselUi Lc Vasseur, his chh'c mnie, just 
coming out shooting. J joined them, and we 
five in a line, with each a loader and live attend¬ 
ants to hand the guns, proceeded regularly from 
one end of a vast plain of stubble and pasture; 
whilst a long line of peasants on each side, and 
between each shooter, beat up and chased the 
game before us. ] behind each shooter were an ass 
and panniturs, or a peasant with a hoik, to carry 
the game. 

Novonbev*y'cL We settled in a house I had 
taken at (diaillot, on the Quai de la Conference. 

Dined at Labordc’s; met Monsieur d’Yvernois, 
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the Genevan, who wanted to settle a colony in 
Ireland. Passed the evening at the Countess de 
Boufflers’. The Countess Amelie professes great 
affection for her mother-in-law, and was complaining 
to her of her husband’s conduct, Madame de B. 
reminded her that it was her son whom she was 
abusing. Ah ! ” said she, je pensais qnil ne fnt 
qae votre gendreJ' 

i$th. At the Eden’s at Sevres. The Queen 
was extremely attentive to them at Fontainebleau 
whilst the commercial treaty was pending; but 
upon the Duke of Dorset’s return she gave them 
up entirely, and out of regard for him never takes 
the least notice of them. 

20th. The Duke d’Orleans is exiled. 

2'^vd, Went with Monsieur Denon to see 
Valenciennes’ pictures; also to the show of those 
of Monsieur de Vaudreuil : all of the French 
school—very inferior to the Italian. 

At the opera of Edipe d Colonnc; charming 
music by Sacchini. 

2^th, Went to the apartments of that dreamer, 
I’Abbe Chaupy, who finds out the Eleusinian mys¬ 
teries to be the Gospel, and is going tb publish 
twenty volumes in quarto upon the Tour epochs in 
Italy, in which he is to prove Plato and all antiquity 
to have been perfect Christians. 
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I dined at the Marchioness de Sillery’s and 
supped with the Beauveaus. 

December ^rcL Spent the evening at the Duchess 
de Grammont’s. She is drawn to the life in '' Adele 
et Theodore,’’ ^ in the character of a lady the 
Viscountess meets at Spa. Madame de Sillcry read 
it to us, and said it was like her, except the bcaii- 
coup d'esprit, which she docs not think Madame 
de Grarnmont really has. The Marechal de Bcau- 
veau’s portrait is drawn in the same book, and, 
although very charming, is by no means flattered. 

gill. 1 went to St. Germain to spend two days 
with Madame de Lamarck. 

ioUl Went out shooting with Mr. Durell in 
the vineya.r(ls of Poissy. Partridges in vast flocks. 

When James II. resided at St. Germain his 
Court was kept up with as much etiquette as that 
of Louis XIV. at Versailles. At his dinner he and 
the Queen were alone seated and attended by a 
complete household of lords and ladies, stars, 
garters and ribands. The famous Duke of Tyr- 
conncl, Talbot, a man of blunt speech, was Lord 
(-hamberlain. The Duke of Berwick, natural son 
to the e'^c-King, and then a general of reputation in 
the I'rench army, had no more honours shown to 


I A novel, by Madame cle Gcnlis (Sillery). 
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him than the rest, and stood cap in hand by his 
father’s chair. One day during dinner the Count 
de Toulouse, a natural but legitimated son of the 
King of France, came by his father’s orders 
to announce some great event to the abdicated 
Monarch, and James immediately ordered Tyrconnel 
to advance a stool for him. The Duke hesitated, 
and it was not till he had received re[)(Lated orders 
that he pushed forward a stool for the Prince. No 
sooner had he done it than he brought another, and 
taking the Duke of Berwick by the arm, attempted 
to force him down upon it, crying out, vSince 
bastards are allowed to sit down before my master, 
sit you down, for you are as good a t)ne as tlu; 
other! ” 

nth. Breakfasted at Madame <l(i Lamarck’s 
chaimiicre. It is rather curious that she Ixjcairu; a 
devotee by going to a fjrtune-teller. Sht^ luicl btieu 
long attached to the Manpiis de (kistries and asktal 
Ae witch what lie was about at that inoinent. II 
est avec Madame de Blot,” was tlie answer. 
Countess ascertained the fact, and, ta.king it as an 
admonition from heaven, l)rokii off all intt!rcoiirs(; 
with him and became a saint. Miiny yeai^ liaving 
intervened since then, tluiy ant now on friendly 
terms and he sees or writes to her evi*ry day, 

nth. Dined at the Duke of D(a\set’s with 
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many English ; Lord Thanet, Lord Wycombe, 
Lady Dunniore and two Ladies Murray, the Misses 
Coutts, General Ross, &c. 

The Duke of Orleans was nearly drowned the 
other day, by his horse missing the ford of a 
brook much swollen with rain, and being carried 
under an arch, where the horse was drowned. 
The Duke swam out. His servant had plunged 
in to help him, without knowing how to swim, 
and the Duke was obliged to pull him out at 
great risk to himself. 

Tlui Duke’s cluuicclicr, Ducrest, being afraid 
(jf the Ikistille on account of an absurd memoir 
which lie made his master, the Duke of Orleans, 
present to the King, is gone off to England, having 
previously given in his resignation. He is the 
brotlua* of IVladajnc de Sillery, of whose history the 
following is a sketch. 

A certain widow named Madame Mezieres, ye- 
vcndcitsc a la toilette^ had an only daughter, who, 
being very handsome, made the conquest of Des- 
hayes, a lover of the Duchess de h^erry (the Regent’s 
daughtt:r). Dy this man she had a second daughter, 
now the famous Madame de Montesson.^ Made¬ 
moiselle Meziefes, her sister, married M. Chantry, 

I Atn<la,in(‘. (i(j Monlcsson, aunt to Madame do Gcnlis, 
who was marri(;d to the Duke of Orleans. 



32 


LETTERS FROM THE 


a sort of gentleman, with a wretched chMeau in 
Burgundy. By him she had the Marquis Ducrest 
and Felicitt^ who married M. dc Sillery. They 
changed their names, nobody knows why, from 
Chantry to St. Aubin Ducrest. Madame de 
M(„)ntesson, during her first intimacy with the late 
Duke of Orleans — for twenty years intervened 
between that and their marriage—prevailed on 
Monsieur de Genlis, who afterwards took the title 
of Maiajiiis de Silleiy, to marry her niece. Before 
her marriages, her mother—married secondly to a 
Monsieur d'Andlaii—used to take her about to 
private houses, where she sang iind played for a 
prt^stmt. She was very handsome, but has no 
remains of beauty now, although .she is not old. 

For some days past, the talk of the town 
has been the mysterious death of young Wall, 
son of an Irisli gcuieral officer here. He married 
six months ago Mademoiselle de Chabot, but is 
supposed to ha,ve abandoned his wife for someone 
whom he loved better in the cemntry, by which 
he incurred tlie resentment of her brothers. wSomc 
nights ago, on his return to Paris, he went out 
alone and nc;ver returned. vSome leftcrs were 
found on his table, one to the Ductless de Rohan, 
noble - spirittid, such as IkdnKirino might have 
peimetl f)n the eve of his excicution for his attach- 
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ment to a cause he considered just and honour¬ 
able. His body was discovered next day buried 
under leaves, having been dragged thither from 
the place of combat. A ball had penetrated his 
brain ; his hat was full of powder and even smoke, 
and the pistol he held in his hand was battered, 
evidently by the resistance he made to the unfair 
approach of his murderer. It seems as if he had 
shot and missed, and then his adversary ran in 
and assassinated him, a forester having heard two 
pistols at the distance of two minutes of time. 
I'he survivor has been traced, but it is supposed, 
in consequence of the unfortunate youth’s dying 
rcifiuest contained in a letter to his father, that 
the pursuit will be stopped. 

i8/A. Went to Versailles. No the at Madame 
dc Polignac’s, as all the set went to the King’s 
room to make his partie. 

Madame Campan informed me of the Queen 
of Na]i)lcs having been delivered of a dead child, 
in conse(]uence of the Spanish minister’s language 
to her by orders of his master. He accused her 
of having General Acton for her lover, to which 
she answeitid, I will have his picture drawn by 
tlic best painter in Italy, and his bust made by 
the best sculptor, and both sent to the King of 
Spain, who may judge whether his is a figure for 

VOL. n 3 
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a woman to fall in love with.” Oh, madam/' 
replied the insolent Don, ''my master has lived 
long enough to know there is no answering for 
the caprices of dcs daum galantcs,"' 

2yd, Madame Louise, the Carmelite niin, 
aunt to the King, lies dead at St. Denis. She was 
directrcss-gencral of all the nunneries in I'ra,nce, 
and her postage, had it not been franked, wouhl 
have cost her sixty thousand livres a year, Slu‘ 
was deformed and intri^^uanic, 

January To Versailles at the ceremony <4 
an installation of the Knights (?f the Jioly Chost 
in their robes. Dined at the; Count cle Montinorin's. 
In the evening we went to Madame; de l^oligna<''s 
and the Jcii de la Reine. 

‘When the King was ill iatidy and ('onrnH‘cI tn 
his room, the (Jiieen said, a.s lu; had no ])articiilai 
favourites, it was proper he sliould havt* a, selr('t 
society to keep him company, and askt'd TAbhc 
de Vermont who he thought should Ik* invitrd, 
"Who,” replied he, "can be so prop<‘r a,s lus 
Majesty’s ministers? Wliy is it that the moment 
a man is named minister he is never afti*!* looked 
upon as fit company for his master,*though he 
may have l.)een before that his (Faily companion? 
Then he is left open to tht: malice and intrigues 
of courtiers, whom it is his office to govern and 
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control. The ministers are men of the world and 
cf character, and therefore fittest for his Majesty’s 
society.” 

His advice was taken, and the ministers in¬ 
vited to supper regularly during the confinement of 
the King to his own apartment. U|)on this the 
Ch>unt d’Artois went to the ministers and made 
them believe it was he who had gi\'en the hint of 
iriviting them to His Majesty. When in the King’s 
presence, they expressed tluar sense of obligation 
to His Royal Highnc;ss, upon which Louis ex¬ 
claimed : C'e n’est })as lui, e’est ma femme 
^pii m’en a prie; ” which made him look rather 
silly. 

M. dc Carondelet, who has married Miss 
Plunket, (la,lighter of Lord Dunsany, is fifty-four, 
tint laxly twenty-four. He is the most ])assionate 
lover ever seen, and cannot bear to be absent from 
Iter a moment; he even sits by him at table, fie 
calls her Mirnie,” and says he has forgotten all 
music except two notes, Minii, la,” laying his 
hand upon his heart. Someone said, *'Quand il 
mourra., on nuttra siir sa tonibc Mimi la mi la.” 
l lti ft;ll in* love with her at Spa, by being sent, a 
ilesHciiiy to prcvTiil upon her to join a party of 
pleasure which she had refused. He stole upon 
lier unawares and found her reading his travels: 

3—2 
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indc amor ct connubitmi. Madame de Sillery contri¬ 
buted to the success of the artifice. 

The extrava^^ance of the French is scarcely 
credible, and nothing in England ever equalled it, 
at least that I ever heard of. The trousseau of 
Mademoiselle de Matignon, who is going to marry 
the Baron de Montmorency, is to cost a hundred 
thousand crowns (about £25,000 sterling). There 
are to be a hundred dozen of shifts, and so on in 
proportion. The expense here of rigging out a 
bride is equal to a handsome portion in England ; 
five thousand pounds’ worth of lace, linen and 
gowns is a common thing among them. 

6t/L Countess d’Albanie and Prince Czarto- 
rinsky drank tea with us. The season is so mild 
that the wood-merchants are quite in despair. 

8//l At Versailles to the Duchess de Polig- 
nac’s. 7 Vie with Mrs. S. and F., where there was 
dancing. The Queen very gracious; she danced 
with Lord Strathaven. 

The Princess de Lamballe is ill from a bruise 
on her head, which she got at Rainey by a fall in 
romping with the little Count de Bcaujolois, She 
is said to be quite a Messalina, 

The Queen is reported to ha^e taken to devo¬ 
tion and ordered no more meat to be served on 
fast days at her table. The truth is that Madame 
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(Ic Chima}% who is a devotee, cc)in|)la.ined to the 
Queen (who neveu* dines at her own tabic, but 
always at Madame de Poli^mac’s) that her chap¬ 
lains, to whom the Queen's diniKT is served, had 
nu;at on I'ridays, and so Her Majesty ordered 
th(un to have only meagre fare. 

()ih» Dined at the Count d'Aiigevillers. His 
wift! (she was Madame (k^ ^Vlarchais) is a bcl espril, 
good-natured and agre(;abka but Jlaltcusc an dernkv 
dci^r{\ One seldom se(?s luT face as slui wtairs a 
largt! hat and a veiL 

14//;. The Dukes d(! Cha,rlres and Montpem- 
si(*r, Count <k^ lk‘aujoIois, Mackiuoistdh* d'Orkfans, 
Madaine de. Sill(‘ry ((ienlis), Cesar Duerest, Pa¬ 
mela/ Henrit‘tt(‘ <le C.ercy, Mr. a.n<i Mrs. JCdcm 
a.nd their c'lnldnm, breakfa.stt.‘d, or rather dined, 
with us. 

ijllu Sptuit the evetning at JJellechasse with 
Madtunt! de Sillery. The Duke dc; (diartrc^s is 
v(;ry w(dl (^ducatttd and wtsl! mannen^d, but rather 
formal and drtjssy. Beaujolois is a line spirited 
boy. Mackunoiselle is pcHtc, but pnttty, 

jH//n Dinner and ball at the DorsiiCs. 

Kjtlu I was pnisented to tlu; Duchess de la 
Vallicre, ag(M Si!vcnty-ninc. Slut was a faunous 


Pamela, afterwards niarrieid to Lord IC, Mt^igcrald. 
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beauty and has yet wonderful eyes. She is very 
deaf. She received us seated at the upper end of 
a room, with the men on one side, the ladies on 
the other, in great form. She was herself decked 
out with all the colours of the rainbow and a 
profusion of diamonds, painted and patched so 
that she looked like an embalmed Egyptian queen, 
or Kitty Fisher when exposed full dressed after 
her death. A little dog lay on a stool at her 
feet and she was working an parfilagc. For this 
amusement her friends supply her with presents, 
on New Year’s Day, in gold threads, representing 
gardens, temples, &c., which she passes her time 
in pulling to pieces. Her daughter, the Duchess 
de Chatillon, sits, by her as interpreter. It was 
to her that Madame d’Andclau, after a dispute in 
her presence on the preservation of beauty, ad- 
dressed these extempore lines : 

“ La nature, prudentc et sage, 

Force Ic temps a respecter 
Les charmes dc co beau visage, 

Qu’elle n’aiirait pu rep^ter,” 

In her youth she was a professed libertine, 
yet now she pronounces definitively upon moral 
good and evil, and gives and tat;es away reputa¬ 
tions, coinme ks autres} 


I Mr. Swinburne deals somewhat harshly with Madame 
dc la Vailiere. No woman ever more sturdily resisted the 
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22ncL Evening at Madame de Laborde’s, where 
the Marquis dc Cubiercs sang very well. 

When Madame d’Osmond was to be presented 

socluctions and temptations by which she was surrounded, 
and none was more respected when she fell. It was surely 
permitted at tlic of seventy-nine to indiilji^e in a little 
.t^ossip and to criticise the conduct of those who, perhaps 
with infinitely less rij^dit, exhibited greater pretensions to 
virtue. It is, I believe, admitted that Madame de la Vallicre, 
from her first presentation at Court to the last moment of 
licr life, continued most constant both to the person and 
memory of lier royal lover. Although the history of her 
liaison with Louis XIV. and her abandonment by that disso- 
liile and capricious monarch is too well known to require 
comineiil, perhaps tlui following lines addressed by her to 
Louis, when he left her for Madame de Montespan, may be 
l(‘ss familiar, 'riie lines, howx'ver, were not written by licrsclf, 
hnl by the cehLrated Gabricllc d’EvStrees, who, under similar 
circumstances, addrcs.sed them to Henry IV. I say that they 
were compos(ul by Gabricjlle because they maybe seen, written 
by iKii" own hand, on tlie margin of the splendid MS. volume of 
the (Jralions of Isocrates, which biilongcd to her, and which is 
now preserved in tiu; Ambrosian Library. I liave retained the 
orllK>gra.phy of the; MS., as it adds to the qiiaintness and even 
to the tenderness of the expressions 

De vraye amour aultre amour rcciproque, 

C’esl le parfait de S(jn plus grand desir; 

Mais, si ramour de raultre amour se mocpic, 

Pour ling amour trop moing digue choisir, 

C’est ung ennuy (pii ne domic loysir, 

Tcmips, ne repos pour troiiver recomfort. 

Le (iesespoir est pire ejue la inert, 

JCt jalousie est ung vraye desespoir. 

O Toy roinpue ! O trop apparent tort, 

Pour vons me fault pis quo mort rccepvoirl 

* Tint; crumot be Mudaiuc do la Vallicre, niLstrcss of Louis XIV., she having 
died in r7io,--N<JTK itv Ihnn.iSHKR. 
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to the Queen, her shoemaker disappointed her of 
her shoes, which Leonard, the hairdresser, told the 
Queen; upon which she was so good as to send 
her a pair of hers. Upon her presentation. Her 
Majesty inquired if the shoes fitted her well, and 
before she could give an answer, the old Count 
d’Osmond, who was close behind, said in a loud 
whisper to her, ^^Dites qu’ils sont trop petits.” 

The Duke de Lau^riin, though endowed with 
some essentially bad qualities, has a great deal of 
cleverness, and on that account was idolised at 
Chanteloup, where the Duke de Choiseul used to 
assemble the wits of the age. Laiuun neglected 
going thither one summer, <and when he returned, 
after a very long absence, he found the Duke de 
Liancourt, a man of shallow parts, become the 
favourite, and himself treated with neglect by the* 
Duchess dc Crammont, &c. He took his departure 
in consequence, and on being asked the reason, 
Ma foi,” said he, '^j’avois etc longtcms absent, 
et a mon retour jkii trouve qu’on avait donne ina 
place a Liancourt,” 

These verses were made on the Duke de 

Liancourt by him : • 

Si Ton empruntoit du courage, 

Coinnie on achete dc Tesprit, 

Liancourt auroit Tavantaget, 

De sc battre coinine il 6crit. 
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Wliun th(* Duke de ChoiseuI was turned out 
of the iriinstry, he called his maltrc cVhotel and 
told him hit was a ruined man and could no longer 
afford to keep such a servant as he was. The 
man replied, IMonseigneiir, vous ne pourrez-vous 
passer absohimiuit de domestiques ; n’anrez - vous 
pas liesoin d'un inanniton ? ” 

Tluire is now in Paris a discarded lover of 
!hf‘ PinpHfss of Russia’s named Yermaloff. He re- 
i‘eivi‘d orders to (|uit St. Petersburg in twelve hours, 
but liad 100,000 roubl(*s given to him and an 
aiui lity of £Vpooo sterling settUid upon him. Thci 
presmit favouriti^'s name is Muimnolow. Prince 
Pottankin cdioos(‘s thi!in for lu^r and places the 
eandidales sonuavluaTj in httr way. When one is 
aca*eptt*d In* beconu‘S an aidtede-canip and rc‘ceives 
tlu‘ visits of thi! (amrtiers and foreign ministers, 
as <iiii in b'ranct* a. Ikirri or a Pompadour. 

M. dt! (hajsru!, tlu! liimtenant of police, is not 
very bright and is easily imposed upon —or, in 
cdhii* words, !u^ is (piitc! a blockhead. Somebody 
infornual him that there was, in a certain house, 
** une seede d’Auabaptisti^s, ({ui faisait beaucoup dc 
l^rnit dan^ le (|uarti(‘r.” Hi; went thither and 
lH*gan taking Ins information by asking whom the 
lioiise l)e!ongial to. A Batiste,” was the reply. 
** bit qui sont camx <|ui s’y asscmblcnt, et qui font 
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de bruit? Les Anabaptistcs.” ‘^Comment 
” said he, des aiies ? Envoyez les done 
i dans les prairies.” 

^¥hen he sent a let ire dc cachet to suppress the 
, it went by mistake to the Salon des P(jr- 
ns, a wine-house where the ral)l)le assemble 
Lindays. 

larch 4/A. Versailles. Supped at Madame 
olignac's. The (Jueeii played at billiards all 
vening. 

riierc are various reports concerninf," th(‘ true 
of the exile of the Duke crOrleans. vSome 
ic wanted to raise money himst;lf, therefore 
vhat he could to discu’edit the; Kin|^^'s loan ; 

that h(! cheated tlu; IVince, of Wales and 
the Kin|^^ of Iin^dand had complaint;d of it. 
1 he appt‘an‘d at ('ourt hen; on his return 
Enf^land, Louis XVL aski;d liiin what he 
)een about there. ‘'J'y Jti appris a penser,” 
plied, fancyini^^ he had said somedhin^ very 
ions. ^^(3ui, a panscT les chevaux,” answered 
doK. 

)uintin Cranford sat up all nif^hi playiuf^ 
d at the Duke of Dorset’s; arid lihout nini‘ 
.ext mornini^ his chcrc amii\ Mrs, Stdlivan, 
thither in pursuit of him. She ran upstairs 
:ig him from the gaming-table, IIt‘ obeyed, 
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hut iluy say liis fact; was like the countenance of 
a man who had sold himself to the devil and 
luid <|uite forgotten it till the appearance of Old 
Xick hroti^ht the compact niefiilly to his mind. 

W'alked to Madrid, which is in a ver}* 
ruimms condition, propped up in many places, but 
still inhabited; the outward ornaments all tile 
and bak«*d earth of various colours, to imitatt* 
porphyry; a stran^a: mixture of Grecian colours 
and Inirbarons entahlements. In the afterncKUi U) 
I auii^mhaiiips; a |.p’c!at <'rowd of carriages, hut fmv 
worthy of notice, cither for richness, t.ie^nincc or 
liorses. 

Jjiili, Went to stay at the Val with the 
Iteanveaiis and the* Princtass de Poix. The latter, 
who is very captivating, hut who nttviT succeeded 
in becoiniiig a gcHal player at billiards, had these 
lines sent her: 

** Venn, qui d’acunar fnye/ les lois, 

Mvitf*/ la hellr dt* Poix. 

Sans sciiis, sans projets, et sans arts, 

Ci*tte iVineess(* 

'ronciic* sans {‘(‘ssc‘ 

Hors an hillanl. 

Surprise*- de lie point toiudicT, 
idi jisnr alia pour efuTe.luT 
La cause* rhe/ iin i;rand docUenr, 

Oui dit, Ma filh*, 

(Pest ipfune billet, 

M*#**-.! iin ccL'UrP’ 



44 


LETTERS FROM THE 


April 2gth. The Archbishop of Sens (Brienne) 
turned out of the ministry. The Duke de Luynes 
related to us that in travelling with a party a 
few months ago, the wheel of his carriage being 
broken, he was obliged to stop and go into a 
poor cabaret whilst it was mended; and there, 
on the white-washed walls, he read these words : 

L’Archeveque de Sens est im gneux, et ses 
manoeuvres nous ruineront, mais heureusement il 
ne sera pas en place apres le 28 Avril, I7!)8. 
Date le 28 Aout, 1787.” It is remarkable that 
Brienne was turned out on that very day.^ 

I learn from M. d’Entraigue that the Count 
d’Artois had a warm conference with the King on 
the dismissal of the Archeveque de Sens. The 
King asked him why he was so violent against 
that minister and so anxious that he should bti 
turned out. He replied, “ Pareeque je n’ai pas 
envie d’aller mendier mon pain dans les pays 
etrangers.” 

The Countess d’Albanie breakfasted with us 

I M. de Loin6nie, Cardinal Archbishop. He escap(;d 
the horrors of the Revolution and amassed a large fortinu^. 
He was great-uncle to Madame de Marnezia and Madanu^ 
de Caiiisy, Duchess of Vicenza. Tht; fainous e.x*Ah!>c 
Patrault, to whom these ladies were consigned by tht;ir 
mother, Madame de Lom6nie, who was guillotined in lypj, 
wanted to marry them to two peasants, Ids nephews; but 
Napoleon prevented this. 
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and introduced Count Alfieri. He is melancholy- 
looking and reserved, but very clever. 

The anti-Court people say of the Queen that 
the difference between her and Madame du Barri 
is, that the latter quitta le public pour le roi, et 
la reine <}uitte le roi pour le public.’' Very 
spitefuld 

The fate of favourites has aver been tlie samie 
Madame dc Maintenon, seeing sonu; carp which 
did not look happy, being put into the Iak(!, said 
to som{]ont\ ‘‘lilies sent coinnu: inoi — elles 
rt^grtlttuit leiir bourbe;" and Madame dt; Pompa¬ 
dour once said to the l)uk(; de ('hoisetil, ‘Q}e 
voudrais vixv mortc*! si \a)us savitjz ctj (|Ui! e'est 
epic d’etre obligett dkunustir toujours un bete ([ui 
s*ennni(‘d’ 

q/Zz. A party at Madame HuIkts, when^ wtt 
met Madame <le Stack daughter to Necker. SIk; 
is clever, dictatorial, talkative and seemingly not 
unawaia; of luT own merits. She is very plain, 
and I am told she said, “Je donnerais la moitic 
de mon esprit pour la beaute dtt Madame d(? 
SindaniT who is thought the handsomest woman 
now in P*'ftis. * 

Madame dd Stael wtuit to a luil masque, dis- 

I Mr. SwiaburiK; ought ratlua- to havt! said most calnite 
nious.” 
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guised like a statue, all in white. A gentleman 
recognised her by her foot, which is not a pretty 
one, and said, Ah! le vilain pie-de-stal! ” 

Some time ago she lost a child, and being 
seen out the next day by someone who expressed 
surprise on the subject, she answered, “ Lkimour 
maternel est un sentiment trop froid pour mon 
age.” She has given Sapio some of her composi¬ 
tions in music, desiring he would study them. 

The King and Queen were at the review of 
the Gardes Fran9aises yesterday in great splen¬ 
dour, bowing to everyone, notwithstanding which 
there was no Vive le Roi! ” All was silent till 
the old Marechal de Biron mounted his hf>rsc at 
the head of his regiment, when he was receivcal 
with the loudest acclamations. 

$th. In the course of last night an attempt 
was made to arrest Ddispreincmil and Goilanl of 
the Parliament, who both escaped to the Palais. 
The Parliament .sat all day ; eleven peers wen* 
present. The arrctc of the day before }*est<‘relay 
was like our Jiill of Riglits, strong and declaratory 
of the just claims of the people. vSoldiers sur¬ 
rounded the Palais and suffered no oiie*to go in or 
out. Great commotions are expected. Wi!dncsday 
is to be the day for d(istroying the Parliament, 

I believe all this will end in i^iuconnadcs, (Uthcr bj- 
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rcM'KlS ilh PAIUSj XAPLl'S, 

till* Coiirt its wtirilss or that hair of chas- 

tisriiuiit will brin,!^; thi: l^'iiii.iiiuaitarians fill tliclr 
kih’i'S. \\ shaJl >ia* whrtlujr \-ioli‘ncc and des¬ 
potism will prevail. J do not think th(.*re is 
!4eadini’ss, spirit, or unicju rcpiiisilo for a revo¬ 
lution to be found in the I'r«'iu:h nationd All will 
di‘prnd on tlm pc‘rse\eranc:e of tin; nhiiislry and 
the teinpiT of thi- army. 

b/Zn MM. dd'Aprenuiiil and (ioilard were 
ordered to in* arrested by lie (achci : ilut 

hr*4 for ur,^in,it the Failianimt to make tiu* iirrcic 
and Liyintt btdore it I’opies of the (barde d«:s 
Sia.taux's plans iwhieh lit* had proenred by stealth 
fioin tlu’ Kind's pre,*,s at \’ersai!!esi ; the other 
for fleiiouiieiiie tin- ampHlirai if ai of the e/ay//Va/t\‘’ 
iHitii made tlu-ir eseapr and eame to th(‘ barlia- 
iiient Ifotias wliieh \v;m !nfon aff^'i’uards inve.^ti-d 
In three thousand li\‘e Iniiiflia-ii Swiss and Ina.*nc:h 
pjiaiafa who hfC'ked the i^ates and kept all within 


f 'Flu-hfnKly li.if.ol) Ilia! 'bei Hyfh'.ueil proved the i'al* 
Leyef 111!-, jiaiauiiait if, iude«n|, thf in»hh‘rpithilsui sleatii- 
lie pit it and luiiofi eaii hr applied In fin-exc'rrahle display 
III iiiipiaeahle uiadiie ■. ;tn*l aaiiatana!y eianhiiiatien lliat per- 
Oiled the uiapiitv id' file Frenrli prnpb, until Napelnui 

m ,e and enre naue enrh.dned them. 

.* I’he ii'iir/io*r a la\ lie-f impestaf in llii* )'ear ly.p, 
.ni<! UM’. '.nineuhat • imil.it tu an ineemr f,i\ in it.s nperatiouK. 
If wj'. aherwanls .ipplied in a in<ae direel manner iuheri* 

fani'isi, iKipieai;'*, i\e. 
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prisoners for twenty-four hours. Eleven peers, 
two archbishops and all the Parliament passed tlu‘ 
day and night in the halls, with all the spectators 
who chanced to be there. Then M. d’Agoult, 
aide-major (senior adjutant) of the guards, came 
in and demanded the two members, who were 
refused him. Deputations were sent to Versailh*s, 
but denied admittance to the King. At last tin* 
two obnoxious gentlemen got up, and, after pro¬ 
testing against this unheard-of violation of this 
most sacred asylum, surrendered themselves to M. 
d’Agoult and were hurried away to FHotel de Polic(\ 
from whence one was sent to ITsle do St. Mar¬ 
guerite, the other to Pierre Encise, near Lyons. 
A rescue was attempted, but the two members 
themselves opposed and pzxventcd it. 

gth. The Parliament was summoned to \'er» 
sailles and all the inferior chambers of it broken 
up. The grande chambre was retained to form 
part of a cour plmicrc, composed of officers of 
State, &c., where the King has passed a number 
of edicts whereby he changes the whole order of 
the magistracy, amplifies the powers of lowrr 
jurisdictions and, cn attendant Ics ctat^ gcncraux, 
reserves to this coiir plenihrc th?i power of eio 
registering all acts. The Parliament unanimously 
refused its acquiescence. A prorogation is prcj^ 
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claimed to give time to make up the new tribunals, 
&c. 

The Archbishop of Narbonne (Dillon) made a 
strange, fulsome speech to the King, at the head 
of the clergy. He exclaimed, Sommes - nous 
done line horde etrangere dans I'etat ? ” Louis, 
contrary to custom, answered by heart, but his 
memory failed him and, after two attempts to re¬ 
collect himself, he gave it up. 

The Chatedet, nnd voce, has ntfused tc^ act 
instead of the Pa,rliament, so the King and his 
ministers will be finely hnmpmatd. 

M. (FAgoult is universally reprobateii for his 
officiuusness in this business. 

i^lh. The ('hdteld has refus(‘<l all tlie iniuis- 
terial offers. 

Madame do Silhiiy brought the I’rinces 
to t'ake leave of Mrs. S. before tliey go to St. 
Leu for the summer. 

22nd. The report is that Dapaty drew up tliat 
part of the (hirdt! chas Sccaux's (Lamoigmm !) 
preambh' which regards law, and Abbe Maury the 
rest. Upon which someone obseTvi'd the (iaoie 
des vSceaux*s motto ought to be ant pati aut 
inori,” fcjrmerly that of St. Tlnm^sa. 

The clergy have in their assem!>ly, at the in¬ 
stance of the J^isliop of Blois, institiitt,:d a eoinmitlee 

VOL. n 
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to remonstrate with the King and to petition for 
a speedy convocation of the ctats gencraux. The 
Archbishop of Narbonne opposed it. 

2^th. It is now said that matters will be 
compromised between the King and the Parlia¬ 
ment. 

The Dauphin lies dangerously ill with two 
issues in his back, made to bring down his hump. 
The maxim seems to be that it is better he should 
die than the nation be governed by Louis le 
Bossu.” 

2^ih. The Abbe Arthur Dillon's affair with 
Madame de Goiivernet is the talk of tin; day. 
vShe is the daughter of Count Artliur Dillon. Her 
husband came to the Abbe with thn'uts insist 
upon his giving up htu' kdtcT's, which Arthur re¬ 
fused (people say because? he? ha<l them not). Meu" 
friends, a strong party, tlu? Poixi*, IicMuveaus, tve,, 
say that in her childhood she had writtc*n him 
many foolish love-letters, and that in cmisequcnce 
he used to tease her about thcmi so mnc:h that 
she insisted upon his giving ilumi up. Not suc¬ 
ceeding in this point, she applied to the Areln 
bishop of Narbonne, hut to purpo^st? as Abbe 
Dillon was supported by Madame R<juth (tlu? 
Archbishop's favourittt lady), to whom he has been 
often useful and agrecjabh? ; and then Couvernc.d 
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set off to attack Arthur personal!}^ and made a 
great fracas. People say this business will prevent 
the Abbe's promotior^ to the mitre. 

M. dc la Monnoie, the other night, was in the 
parterre, hieing extremely fat and bulky, he inter'- 
cepted the view of the performance from two men 
behind him, one in particular, who began express¬ 
ing his displeasure—Enlin,” said he out loud, 
'' qiiand on cst d'une parcillc grosscur, on ne 

devrait pas se mettre (levant les gens.” Ex- 

cuse;^, Monsieur,” said La Monnoie, turning round 
politely, il n'est pas donne a tout Ic mond<^ 

d'etre plat conimc vons.” 

June 2ncl. At a ^ra^idc fcic given by the Ikiron 
do J 5 i'etenil, on account of his grand-daughter's 
nuuTiage with the Baron dc Montmorency. 

•yiL (jrrand fetes^ on the same occxision, at 
the Prince de Montmorency’s on the .Boulevards. 
We saw the fireworks and illuminations from the 
Princess Lubomirska’s, opposite, l^reteuil resigns 

to-day. 

4ih. Dined at Madame cl’Angeviller’s with 
M. de Bievre, famous for liis wit and calcmhours. 
lire reputation he has aexjuired for them is sucli, 
that, a few days ago, he sat next to a person at 
dinner and asked him to liave the kindness lo 
help him to some spinach, llu; otlujr began con- 
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sidering and racking his brain in vain, fancying 
there was a double meaning in this speech, and 
at last said, Ma foi! pour fcliii-la, jc ne Ic com- 
prends pas.” 

Every time anything is made for the King's 
children, a double quantity, diUon, is made 
and sold by Madame de Polignac and Madame 
d’Harcourt, They have twelve do-?;en shirts a, 
year. 

Madame de la Vaupaliere, hearing that an 
abbaic was vacant, wrote to the Bishop of Orleans, 
who had la poric-fmillc dcs benefices, in favour of 
her sister, who had been abbess somewhere beforie 
This was her letter: Monseigneur, jc viens <rap» 
prendre que FAbbaie du Parc-aux-Cerfs est vucanti', 
et je vous supplie de la donner a ma sceur. Elle 
en est digne, ayant deja fait ses preiives; et j(* 
suis sure qu’on ki troiivcra toutes les (jualites 
requiscs pour mettre ce convent siir le meillcur 
pied possible.” 

Now this Parc-aux-Cerfs is a house mnir \'er» 
sailles, where Louis (Juinxc had a seraglio, aiui sIio 
put this phrase by mistake instead of Ponl-anx- 
Dames, The King and Bishop having enttadained 
themselves with tins letter, the prelattj wrote a 
polite answer, assuring Madanu^ dv. la Vaupaliere 
that he had no doubt of her sister's (|ualiru:a.tion,s, 
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but that unfortunately the ribbey shc! asked for was 
not in his pres(!ntatif>n. 

Gth. Dined yesterday at the (Vnintejss dWIba- 
nicks, with Alfieri, Conway and D’Hancarville. Met 
the Abbe dc St. Norn, editor of tlie \'oya.t(e Pit- 
toresque ddtalie,” and M. le Maitn;, who was ten 
years in the Bastille for having" publislual in a 
periodical paper, called ^M’l^Ispion Turcd" thc! fol¬ 
lowing story or propliery: 'nhithoTiiK* dt; Meclicis 
was always surrounded b}' astrologer's, of 

whom, by her dtesire, composed a magic mirror, 
wherein she might sec; what would occur in the 
future. She beheld each of her smis on tlie 
thron{‘, thtui Iier mortal (uiemy, Henry (jf Bour¬ 
bon, his son and grands«)n, the* cnnvu held up hy 
the Jesuits. When it aimc to I..ouis X\'L slu.t 
saw nothing but tnisP“-no kiug--~aud a sid of cats 
and rats devouring (tacli other. On staling this 
she fainted away. On her recovery all was <dcar, 
and a Prince of the nanu‘ of CharIt‘S was seateti 
on the throned’ 

The following story is supposed to account 
for the famous Iron Mask.” Cardinal Riclielieu, 
being anxiolis to prevent the Duke d’Orleans and 
the C'ojules from succeeding to tiui throne, pre¬ 
vailed upon Anne of Austria to raise an ludr that 
might entitle her to the regency. She pitched 
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on a bourgeois of Troyes, by name Louis Bour¬ 
don, whose figure and good looks had struck her 
in one or other of her journeys. The surly, capri¬ 
cious temper of Louis XIII. having kept hijn at 
a distance all the time that was necessary for 
colouring the deceit with the appearance of pro¬ 
bability, she was obliged to keep the birth of tho 
intended heir secret and confide him to trusty 
hands that were never to abandon him. At the; 
same time he was to remain in eternal ignorances 
of his birth and parentage. A second attempt 
was more successfully achieved, by which Louis 
XIV. saw the light, whilst his unhappy elder 
brother was imprisoned at different places, but 
treated with great attention and expense. Pro¬ 
bably his guardian disclosed the secret to him on 
the death of Louis XIIL and thereby occasioned 
his removal and close confinement. Linguet says 
that a lad}' at Chartres, niiu^ty yc^ars old, still 
alive, and in her youth mistress to one of the 
ministers, was surprised this should not hit known, 
a,s it was no secret when she lived in ilut worldd 
Madame Campan tells nu! that her fatla^r-in- 

r It has btitjii staled in a j)revi{)us that, 
the n‘al nana^ the; “Iron Mask” still remains a mystery, 
it is the Kcmn-ul opinion that tlie siillcrer was tint imfurtim;it«* 
h\nKpiet, 



law actually ocuaipic-s ihv same house that was 
inliahiteil by thr niiiiire (Phuicl and favr)uritc femme 
de chainhrc (his wifi') Ainie f>f Austria. That 
OiK.,H!n niad(! a neuTainc to St. Limnaial, wla^se 
chapel is near (dioisy and who is famous for pro- 
ciirini^ children in barnui ladit^s. i*2vnw day duriii;^^ 
hia* pili^riinago the (JiKten retired to this lioiise at 
('hois}' after tin* rereinonies wetre* ovt*r; and there 
is a. tradition that someone caint* to visit lier 
from Kiud evt‘ry evc*nin|4 1)}' a private- road which 
h-ads throiif^dt the meadows to tht* river, where 
tile country pt‘ople sa}’ there is» or was* within tiie 
menusry of man, a ford, tht^ only one for miles 
on the Seine. llnw show llict traces of the 
road. 

Tlu^ Martidial de Pn*au\vau told me the 
following" anecalfde, and assured me it had InHii 
hainhrd <lown from j^eiuiaition to i^eneration from 
the persem to whom the cirramislana* occnmal. 
Wddlst tin? Cardinal (h Ric:lu:li<‘ii n*sith!d at Ktud, 
a, man rjf rank rtaadvc'd at Paris a messa^a* from 
him, to say that la* desirtjcl In* would inmu*dia.tel3' 
mount his luu’se with tin/ utmost secrecy and 
conn? witlPall spi*ed to c'onfitr with his haninena* 
upon Citrtain affairs of ^reat moment. The noble- 


I Xine ilavh* prayers. 
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man went to his stable unobserved, and stole 
away as soon as he had saddled his horse. As 
he had forgotten in his hurry to take a cloak, 
and was overtaken by a very heavy and per¬ 
sistent shower of rain, he took refuge near Nan- 
terre, in a public-house which was famous for 
dressing eels a la matclotte. There he found a 
well-looking man at the door, driven in also by 
the storm, and accosted him. Finding him a 
decent, well-informed person, the nobleman en¬ 
tered into further conversation, and at last good- 
naturedly proposed to treat him with a dish of 
eels, as the smell of the dinner had awakened his 
own appetite. They sat down, dined and drank a 
merry glass together. When the weather clca.r(!d 
up, the nobleman paid for his reckoning and 
called for his horse; the stranger then took him 
aside, and, naming him, said : 

Sir, I know you well, though you are thus 
unattended. The lil)eral behaviour and conh<Ien- 
tial intercourse with which you have honountd 
m(j hav(j made such an impression upon me that 
I am determined, at all hazards of my own, to 
preserve you from destruction. I know you are 
summoned in the most secret manner to a rendez¬ 
vous with th(j Cardinal, and there, I know, you 
will immediately he strangled and your body 
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bnriwi in tlu* ;;-anlcn, where many other j^oocl 
men lie unknown. You will be*licvc niy intelli- 
wlu'n I tell yon I am tlie public executioner, 
Sent for to put you to death. Therefore, mount 
ytmr lua’se and ndurn home or to whatever place 
you think tlu; most secure.’' The nobleman shook 
him lu^artily ])y the hand, and, taking" Ids advice, 
padlnped hack to Paris without minding either 
wind or rain. 

Thi\ Cardinal kept up giA:at statt;, and oiui 
day, at tluj Dutdutss de Cdievrehse’s, the Marejuis 
de Ccudlams made rcunarks before him on tluj 
<>stentati{m (d* his having his train honii? by a 
(duivalier de St. lauds. The cardinal replit'd that 
it was tlu‘ custom always to have; one as (kiiiil- 
hofiune Cdiiilalaire. Thti prc'dcaa.'ssor (T the; presmit 
cuu*d' add(‘d he with a sneer, ''bore the name and 
arms af Conlhins.” 

‘'J(‘ iikfn donU; pas,” said tlu! Martpds; car 
il y a longt(*ms (pdil se trouvc‘ dans ma, famille 
de panvres heres, dans le cas de tirer le diable 
par la (pKuue” 

Wlum thi! King of Swtidem was at Paris the 
courtiers turned him into ridicule, as they do 
everybody. “ ICnlin,” said M. de (>—, ^^e'est 
un roi ”" • Couronne,” interriiptcxl a cautions 
friend, in order to pul a stop to his invectives. 



5-'^ LETTERS FROM THli 

I was recommcndini^^ one of Miss Burney's 
novels to Madame Lemoine. 

^^Vos romans An^dais sont si tristes/’ said she. 

Pas toiijours, madaine." 

“A vous dire vrai, je n’en ai lu (|u'un, et il 
m'a paru d’une tristcsse inconccvable/' 

'' Et son titre ? 

‘^11 s’appelle le.s Nuits d’Young! 

It is the fashion now at Paris for la(lit‘S 
he, or pretend to be, learned—at least an fail of 
history—which has certainly not been part of tht‘ir 
education. The remarks one hears coming from 
them arc sometimes very diverting. Soineoiut was 
talking of vSt. Louis and Louis XVL as b(!ing 
the best kings Francti could boast of, (.'xcept 
Henry IV. 

‘‘Pour moi/’ said Madanu; d'Osiuond, 'Hie* 
tons les rois de Iwance, je vous declare (put ck:st 
Louis V. (]ui est mon favori," 

The only thing recorded of tins monarch is 
Ids having obtained the surname of Lc Faineant. 

The other night, at the Theatre Iwaiu^ais, the* 
part of Mithridate was acted by Clranger, who 
scpdnts and is very ugly. When Moubne said to 
him, " SeigiKHir, vous change;^ de visage,” a man 
in the parterre called out, lih ! tant mieux ! 
laissez lc fa ire.” 
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June Jill. We went to dine and sleep at the 
V'aL M. Gaillard Roy, the astronomer, and the 
Duke de Chabot were there. We had a tremendous 
storm of thunder and lightning; the latter, divided 
and dispersed by the conductors, played about the 
house like lambent meteors without points or sharp¬ 
ness. 

Accounts from Brittany state that a depu¬ 
tation of four hundred gentlemen waited upon 
M. de Thiers, requesting him to forward their 
memorial to thii King and their circular letter 
to the Princes and the peers. He promised to do 
so, but expostiilatc-‘d with them upon the illegality 
of tlK‘ir a.sscunbling in such a manner, and expressed 
how much the King would be offended by it. To 
this ihvy replied that when the Knglish landed at 
St. Cast they assembled in a similar manner and 
had Ix^en thanked for doing so by His Majest}*. 
‘^That was a different case,” said Thiers; was 
against the enemies of your country.” '' The case 
is the same now,” they boldly answered. 

The Count d’Artois says publicly, '' C”est un 
mancjeuvre manciue—cela ne pout pas tenir—il faiit 
revenir sur*scs pas.” I 3 ut the Queen and her ad¬ 
visers will not give up the point. 

The Bailli de Soissons, on refusing to accept, 
sent to the Garde dcs Sccaux (Lamoignon) copies 
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of letters written to them him in 1771, whru 
he was exiled, exhorting the magistrates of Soi>s<Hi- 
to join the Parliament and refuse to acc|uieser in 
the King’s demands. 

The pun at present is '^que ic] grand baillago 
est a St. Cloud”—that is, they art! very dull tluio 
and yawn a great deal, and that Les gartit - 
Iwanfaiscs sont dcs garde-rol)es.” 


CiUiicrhury, Jimv u//i. 

Sailed for Ihiglaiid, and slept *at ('anit/rbury. 
The country in liigh beauty. The limpidity of 
the streams, neatness of the gartUins, beaut}' of 
the women, and elegance of almost tjvery vehic*K 
when compared to tluxse we left in h'rance, stimrk 
me forcibly on my return to Old lingland. 

The court and cloisttirs ht!re are kept ve 4 '\' 
spruce, and the rcvcrcndissinii seem to be eomfeui' 
ably quartered. The few rtjrnaining ruins af St. 
Augustine’s monastery and its vast enclosure's vcuu h 
for its former splendour. Tlu! cathedral is a light 
Cj-othic pile; the eastern pari tniich more amirni 
than the rest, being in the Saxon or Xorman 
style. 
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London, November xyth. 

We went yesterda}', along with Dutens, to 
Mr. M'Kenzie's at Petersham, and met Count 
Woronzow. We saw stars by daylight with Mr. 
McKenzie’s equatorial — a wonderful machine, for 
by calculation, and by placing the instrument with 
infinite precision, you immediately point to the 
star you want. 


November zgth. 

We dined on Monday at Barthclemy’s (secre¬ 
tary to the French Embassy), with a large, com¬ 
pany—Lucchesi, Mademoiselle d'Eon, Miss Wilkes, 
vSir John Maepherson, &c., &c. 

Captain J. Payne being in the House of Com¬ 
mons the other day, during a debate relative to 
the Navy, had a note conveyed to him from another 
member, desiring him to get up and explain to the 
House certain sea terms which were evidently mis¬ 
understood. The note began thus : as you 

are bread to the sea,” &c., &c. Payne took out 
his pencil and answered upon the same paper, I 
am not bread to the sea, but the sea is bread to 
me, and d—d bad bread it is! ” 
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November 31.S'/. 

We dined yesterday at Wilkes’s with sonic of 
the same party, among whom were Barthcleniy and 
Count Rewitsky, Imperial envoy, and a famous col¬ 
lector of rare books, which he has sold to Lord 
Spencer and some others. At the dessert some¬ 
body happened to mention Lord Sandwich, when 
Rewitsky started up, saying, Is it the famous 
Lord Sandwich who had his friend condemned by 
the House of Lords to be hanged for writing an 
abominable book?”^ 

Wilkes stared, and hung his jaw and tongue, 
as was usual with him in any dilemma, but said 
nothing. Barthelemy, who knew nothing of the 
matter, pressed Rewitsky to give an riccounl of it. 

It was a horrible work,” said he, as 1 am t<dd, 
for I never read it; it certainly deserved that its 
author should be punished, for he must have beenj 
void of all religion, shame and deccnc}'; I am stir* 
prised Lord Sandwich let him live so long.” Soon 
after, without anything more being said on the 
subject, the conversation changed; anti perhaps 
Rewitsky will never know that it wa^ his Am- 
phytrion du jour whom he had been thus n‘pro- 
bating to his face. 


I Wilkes’s book. 
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I) even I her H/A. 

It was reported yesterday that the Kiri^^ was 
dead. Joy was in many faces aiiion^i; tint ptjopk; 
of the Opposition—among others, in that of Lord 
Derby, who clapped and nibbc'd his hands with an 
air of infinite satisfaction. There are accounts to¬ 
day of His Majesty being still alive ; (hdomd St. 
Leger’s face was rathc.T long as he learnt it. All 
the Prince’s associate's seem out of their wits. 

December izth, 'flu.; King is cpiitt; insane, but 
in no danges* of di'ath. Dr, Monro nlttmds him. 
Strange confusion is cixpecltai aj)out tlu: regeni'v, 
as there is no prcicedent in our law for siudi a 
case, I dined at Wilkes’s, and, calling in at (d)S- 
way’s, found great agitation and mystery going on 
thert^ about something niu‘.\plaintfd. I fancy it 
is soinci knighthood, or otlue* noiistuise, concerted 
Ixdween ('osway and tint Prince*. 


January 4///, lyHcj. 

Lord Pandon has suinmonc!d tht! armed 
neutrality, of which lu*, rather than tlie Dukt! 
of Northmliberland, screms to btt tluj h<*ad, and 
d(!sired to know wluitlier they WiT(! unaniinous 
in supporting llie ITince of Wales. lAventydivii 
said '‘yes”; iha rest went off to PitPs side. 
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Mr. Grenville is to be Speaker. Ht; is yuuii;.: 
and near-sighted. There are great disj)utes among 
the King’s physicians. The Queen will acet‘pt the 
regency if the Prince refuses, but he has deri(lt‘?l 
to have it on any terms. The limitations have 
been sent to him. They are supposed to prevnil 
him from giving any patent places, making poetr. 
and changing the household. The King’s n*al an<i 
personal estate is to be vested in Lord llawki’s^ 
bury and J. Robinson, by which means th<w krrp 
the chancellorship of Lancaster and the surveyed"- 
ship of the woods. The Opposition talk loudly and 
imprudently of wreaking their vengeanca* on hklrn 
and on Buckingham. The Duke of Portland 
to be minister. Many mcml)(?rs skulk; aniMjig 
others, Johnny Wilkes, who has gone to hidr 
himself in the Isle of Wight till all is over. 

January gth. The I'oxites say the King 
amuses himself with the Red Pa>ok, (‘n‘atifig 
baronets, and that he takes exercise: in his apart¬ 
ment, riding on a cane.’ The Idttites, an ihv 


I An odd example of hallucination, not unlike that re 
corded by Mr. S., is said to ha.ve occum!cl iu>t lnn|; shirr 
in a certain royal palace. A person holding a plart^,huiif 
the Court, and who no one imagined had any wits tu |,r.r, 
was waiting in the gallery for the royal party In g.., oti! 

riding. Lady - , happening to pass hv/j)larri| hri 

Leghorn hat and feathers on a table, 'Fliis^mr grnflrmaii 
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contrary, sa}' he is recovering fast and will soon 
be well. The Duke of Northumberland is to have 
tile ordnance. 

Many caricatures are out. The Prince, as 
Prince Hal ; John FaLstaff, Sheridan; Bardolph, 
Jack Payne ; Pistol, &c. ; the last scene in 
Hairy IV. 

When Dr. Willis was examined, Sheridan, 
with a long string of questions, was ready to 
pca'phiX him if possible. Willis said, Pray, sir, 
hc’fort* you bi;gin, Ihj so good as to snuff those 
candk's tha,t we ma}' see clear, for I alvva}’S like 
to set^ the face of the man I am speaking to.’’ 

Sluaddan was so confounded at this speech of 
tin; liasilisk doctor, that In; could not get on in 
his (‘xaminalion, and for once in his life he was 
nonplussed. 

April The rejoicings on the King’s re- 

cov(‘ry Inivii been universal, and at the Queen’s 
first drawing-room the crowd was excessive. Her 
Maje‘sty is very popular at this moment, which 


no hrJoiHT saw than lu‘ j')nt it on, inonnUal the balustrade 
of tin* stainsj^ and faneyinit; himself |j;alloj)ins’ aftttr the royal 
.slid down tlu^ haniht(irs veilin' a tcrn\ He had 
ratlu'r astonished tint ser\'ants on tint pniviotis day hy ask- 
ins .sur^itr ami rrona wlH‘n they hrouf^ht him his soup 
at <linm!i’. They were not aware that he mistook it for 
arctai tea. 


V(,;L. n 


5 
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is generally the case when success bestows the 
palm. Indeed, upon the whole, her conduct 
throughout has been dignified, sensible, and be¬ 
coming her exalted situation. 

We have had much gaiety and many fctca. 
Those of the French ambassador (La Luzerne) 
were superb. The illuminations were so numerous 
that the whole town seemed in a blaze. If the 
Prince de Monaco had arrived upon one of thos<i 
nights, he would, indeed, have been gratified at 
the respect shown to him.^ 

The ball of balls was that given by Wliitct’s 
Club at the Pantheon. It was a most brilliant 
spectacle. I never saw anything in foreign 
countries to be compared to it. The illumination 
of the dome, the wreaths of lamps round tlu^ 
pillars, the dresses and featfiers of the; ladies and 
the excellence of the supper were fobjects of great 
praise. Very few of the Prince’s friends wert! 
there, and scarcely one of the party’s women. 
The Duke of Gloucester and his children were 
the only members of the royal family. The Prince 
used all his endeavours to kc;ep pt^oph^ away. 

I On his arriving at night in London, he mistook tint 
lighted lamps of the streets for an illuminaticm on his 
account, and said he was sorry the King of hhigland haci 
put himself to such expense. 
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How much nobler would it have been had he put 
part}^ feelings in his pocket and gone himself to 
a fete given to celebrate the recover}^ of a parent! 


London^ May 

A great gala was given last week by l^rookes’ 
Club to a crowd of everything fashionable and 
handsome in London. The opera-house was too 
small for the company. The boxes were hung 
with blue, buff and silver. The lloor extremely 
dirty, hut the coup-d'ml line. People of both sides 
of the (juestion were tlame. Aft(T waiting two 
hours, without music or anything going on, Mrs. 
Siddons, ridiculously dresscal as Pritannia in red 
and bine, with a grt^en helmet, shield <and hmat, 
dcxdaimcd a pitiful ode on thti occasion, addnesstai 
to the Princ(i of Wales and the Duke of York, 
who stood before her in coats of irKiil. i.ord 
Townshend, on being asked what he thought of 
th(^ Prince’s rich suit, said, 'Mt was probably tlu‘ 
coat l)elongihg to his father’s strait-waistcoat.” 

The Prince gives a fcHe to the '' Jc ue sais quoi"' 
club; Boodle’s another, and Luztjrne anolhtaa Tluj 
fclca of the latter are siimjituous and worthy of the 

5 - 2 
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grand or rather grav monarquc whom he ritpresents. 
Prince William Henry is created Diiki^ of ('lariau'e. 

Erskine, the lawyer, having jokt^l too sevtTrl}' 
upon the poverty of his party, the Huffs and 
sent him to Coventr}'; but upon propiT repimiance, 
he was again received into tin* sed, and askrd Mr. 
Fox if, having now made evtuy nert'ssary conca/s.^inn, 
he might not hope to regaiii tmai inon; the caiiifn 
dence of the party. My dt^ar ff‘llow/' aiisworofi 
Fox, ^^your own confulenci? is (‘rioiigli to safisfy any 
man; what can you want with any iiicjn* ?” 


F'ROM MKS. SWlNUl’KXr. Vu ||i-K‘ 

PVr.wi7/rs d/./r o?//;, 

I hope you received iiiy irtln tu ..,1} I toil) 
had arrived salt* a,iul well. .\L dr I'W'.iiur.iii pif 
sented him to tin* Priiici: de ami hr 

was almost imnuMliately iiihtalFf! aiiu'>!i;: !ii«- KingM 
piigi.is. I he ediiratiofi hr will llirir IS Is c on 

sidiTed to he ill every nspret rxerlFlit. d’lfrir |, 

J I’lHi Hull, .iiul Uliie Ii'fjiii ilir o»i*ii|| i .* .ij!e.-fi h\ 

the Wliii; |Kir{y. 1 
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great strictness; but, in my opinion, the cider pages 
have too much power over the younger ones, who 
are treated like fags at Eton. I had an audience 
of the Queen two days ago; she is very much 
altered and has lost all her brilliancy of look. 
She was more gracious than ever, and said, 
Veils arrives dans un mauvais moment, chen; 
Madame Swinburne. Vous no me troiivere;^ point 
gaic; j’ai beaucoup sur le cceiir.” 

She is very low-spirited and uneasy about h<!r 
son, who, by all accounts, lies dangerously ill, ancl 
is not likely to recover. She inquinsd kindly after 
all our family, and assured me she should con¬ 
sider Harry as under her care, and also spoke* 
of our business, which Madame; C'ainpan hari 
told lu;r was my reason fur now returning to 
Iwance. 

Grains,” said she, cpie dans cc moment 
jc ne pourrai vous etre crancune utilite; mais si 
les terns deviennent rneilleurs, vous savc;z que je 
n’oublie jamais mes amis.” 

Apropos of that, I iind it was by her desire 
that the Lu;!jernes have shown us so much atten- 
lion. 

I'he whole tenor of her coinau'sation was 
melancholy, but she said little about public 
affairs ; her child’s illness seemed uppermost in 
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her mind. The tears, which I with difficulty re¬ 
strained in her presence, gushed from me as soon 
as I had quitted the room. She told me she 
should like to see me again soon. Poor thing! 
her kindness and sorrowful manner made me 
more interested and enthusiastic about her than 
ever. 

The Convocation of the Etats Generaux, by 
Necker’s advice, took place on the 27th of last 
month and on the 4th of this. They had their 
smnoe, at which the King, Queen and all the royal 
family attended in great state, in the Salle dcs 
Menus Plaisirs du Roi.^ It was by all accounts 
a very fine exhibition, but I was not tempted to 
go, although Madame de Beauveau offered to take 
me, for you know I hate sights and detest 
enduring fatigue unless for some useful purpose. 
However, I find she did not go herself. They 
say Necker made a fine speech, but not a satis¬ 
factory one, as he affirmed that the deficit amounted 
to fifty-six millions. He assured his hearers that 
nobody but himself -was capable of saving the 
country. 

I The Salle des Menus Plaisirs is one of the apartnuuitH 
in the building of that name, in the Fauxboiirg Poissonnicre. 
The buildings of the Menus Plaisirs are used as a depot 
for furniture, &c. It has been employed for balls, concerts, 

since the time of Louis XIV. 



July 1 st. 


The fermentation seems to be strangely in¬ 
creased ; and if it were not for Harry’s being 
here, I would return directly to England; but I 
confess I am unwilling to leave him behind till I 
know all is settled and quiet. Yet I am assured 
there can be no danger for us, and that the un¬ 
popularity of the Court will not affect private 
individuals. 

The death of the Dauphin prevented my seeing 
the Queen again. It has been a bitter stroke for 
her, though she must have expected it. She mourns 
much and receives no one without absolute neces¬ 
sity. I understand she considers Monsieur as a 
great cause of the evils now occurring, as it was 
he who proposed and insisted upon the number 
of the Tiers Etats’ representatives being double 
that of the other orders, on the plea of its being 
a larger body. He made a fine flummery speech 
to the King about the justice of its being so. 

Necker is very popular and makes up to the 
Tiers litats. Being a Calvinist he has a horror 
of the French clergy and, being of low origin, 
naturally dislikes the nobles. 

The King went to another scance of the Etats 
C6n6raux, but was very ill-received, and Mirabeau 
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behaved most insolently.^ The Tiers Etats have 
now established themselves apart as an asscmhlcc 
nationale, with M. Bailly as their president, who 
convoked them in a tennis-court, where they have 
sworn to resist the clergy and the nobles." The 
Duke d’Orleans attends this new assembly and 
the Eveque d’Autun (Talleyrand) makes himself 
very conspicuous. 

The King has at length been prevailed upon 
to send for troops, and the Marechal de Broglie is 
ordered to come with twelve thousand men. Mira- 
beau has brought an address to the King from the 
assembly demanding a counter order, and it has 
been presented by the Count de Clcrmont-Tonncrre. 
I do not know the result. 


July iGth, 

Necker is dismissed and banished from France, 
and the Baron de Breteuil is come in. This has 

I The language here alluded to is that held by Mirabcaii, 
both to the King himself and to the Duke do Brez6, Craiul 
Master of the Ceremonies, who came by order of Louis to 
dissolve the sittings of the Tiers Etats. It was then that 
Mirabeau rose and said, ‘‘Go and tell him that sent you 
that we are here through the forc^ of the people and that 
nothing shall remove us but the force of bayonets.” 

3 This was the celebrated oath known as the “ Serment 
du Jen de Paume.” 
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been the Count d’Artois’ doin^^ The departure 
of Necker was the signal of explosion. His bust 
and that of the Duke d’Orleans were paraded 
round the town, and they were called Ics defciiseurs 
dc la pairic! All the theatres were closed, soldiers 
and populace filled the streets, fire was set to the 
barriers, cannons were fired, the tocuji sounded, 
and all was sedition. 

The Prince de Lambese, with his regiment, 
appeared on the Place Louis XV., but the troops 
had no orders to act; therefore, although they 
drove away some of the assailants, the latter very 
soon armed themselves cn masse, and in less than 
a day they amounted to a corps of six thousand 
men, with M. de la Salle for their commandant. 
They have taken the colours of the Duke d’Orlcans" 
livery — blue, red and white — for their cockade. 
They seized the arms at 1 ’Hotel des Invalides. 
The Cardes P"'ran9aiscs joined them, and the day 
before yesterday they attacked the P>astille, which 
they took without trouble. Poor H. de Laiinay, the 
governor, and some other officers were massacrtxl. 

They have insisted on the King’s ordering 
the Marechal de Ih'oglie and his troops to with¬ 
draw, and he has, I fcxir, consented. The Duke 
de Liancourt has joined the rt;l)el party. 

The King has been to the Asseinblce Naticmale 
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with Monsieur and the Count d’Artois. The recall 
of Necker was insisted upon, and the has 

sent for him. It is said the reason of his thus 
acquiescing in everything that is asked him is 
that he makes a point of acting quite cajiitrary 
to Charles I. in his dissensions witli his pitopks 
and he is constantly studying his history. lie has 
ordered the Count d'Artois and his family to leave 
France, as well as the other Princes of the blood; 
but Monsieur has refused to go. The Ikdignac’S 
also, who are the objects of tlui detestaiion oi the 
populace, are ordered away for tluur safet}*, and 
Madame de Tourzel is to be siirintcmianie dcs 
enfam. There were only three prisoiu.TS found in 
the Bastille. 

M. de la Fayette is made conimandant-gcneral 
de la Milice Parisienne. The people of Paris insist 
on the King’s coming amongst them. 


July 

The King has been to Paris. M. dc? P>eau- 
veau went with him. The peopk: would not h‘t 
the Gardes du Corps go beyond barrilirs, M. 
Bailly^ presented the keys of tint city to tlu! King 

I Bailly, mayor f)f Paris, who was subscicjiiotitly 
tilled. It was he who made the famous answtT to one 
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in a gold basin, and in his speech compared him 
to Henri Quatre—a bad comparison, for the latter 
came as a conqueror, poor Louis as a vanquished 
monarch. La Fayette was there at the head of 
the National Guard. The cry was, Vive la 
nation ! ” But when the King accepted the tri¬ 
colour cockade, they greeted him with Vive le 
Roi! ” 

At 1 ’Hotel de Ville he was addressed by the 
Count de Lally Tollendal. 

The Queen was in dreadful fear until the 
King's return to Versailles; Monsieur remained 
with her all the time. The poor King came back 
sadly fatigued. 

M. Necker has returned triumphant, and was 
received with honours, cannon-firing and illumina¬ 
tions. As he is so popular, it is to be hoped he 
will be of use in producing tranquility. 


August 5///. 

Young Laborde has becm making himself very 
conspicuous, as well as Charles de Noailles wlio 
married his sister, declaiming in favour of demo- 

of the wretches who taunted him, as lie stood on thc‘. 
scaffold, witli Tu as peur, tu tremble.” “ Non,” replied 
he, “j’ai froid.” 
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cracy; • also the Duke d’Aigiiillon and Mattlncu dc 
Montmorencyd All the dp'Oiis fcodaux au‘ to he 
put an end to. A Te Dcuin was sung in iht! 
chapel at Versailles, at which the National As- 
sembly assisted. 

The Duke d’Orleans is very activta but (lot\s 
not succeed.. The discussion now is, wlu'tluT ihv. 
King is to be allowed a veto on every act that is 
passed; and parties differ on the subject. 

The populace now call the poor yuttiui Ma¬ 
dame Veto;' as they used to call Ikt Madarnt* 

Deficit," 

Ochdk'r 

The Duke d’Orleans is l)ecoiriing popular; 

they call him '' Le pcrc du peuple ! 

The day before yesterday a troop (if poissardes 
went about Paris, calling for bread ! Idordtrs of 
brigands and women, with pikes and sahrt‘s, canu^ 
on to Versailles. They say TAbbe Clregoin.*’® led 
them on. The Gardes du Ch)rps, under tlut coin- 

I The Dukes d’Aiguillon, Nouilies, Montninnast^y, and 

others, abdicated their titles and privileges in tlu^ sitting of 
the National Assembly upon the 4th of August, But tlus 
act of concession, or patriotism, if it may be so called, did 
not save them from siibscc{ueiit proscrijitioiu 

2 Count Henry Grogoiro, born somewlutre iwnr fame* 
ville. Fie entered holy orders at an early age, and was 
elected deputy to the States-GeueraL lie was one of the 
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mand of the Duke de Guiche, defended the 
entrance of the palace, at the hall called I’Oeil 
de Boeuf. The mob begged to be heard, and 
the King allowed one of the women to enter. 
He gave an order to the directors of the royal 
granaries for bread to be distributed among them. 

The Count d’Estaing behaved in a very 
cowardly manner, and deserted his post. They 

say the Marechal de Broglie has offered to con¬ 
vey the King and royal family in safety to Metz, 
and he is much advised to go ; but Necker objects 
to it. It is supposed that if he went the Duke 
d’Orleans would be crowned. Necker proposed 
that the Queen and children should go to Ram- 
bouillet, but she will not leave the King. 

The King has accepted the constitution. La 
Fayette addressed him. He speaks little, they 
say, from having few ideas, not from profound 
thought. He said in the Assernblee Nationalc 
that rinsterredion csi la plus sainte das devoirs,^' 
That is certainly an original idea. The King has 
ordered away^ the Gardes du Corps, except those 
belonging to the palace. Many nobles have run 

four first priests who renounced their ministry, and became 
one of the most violent enemies of the King. He had the 
good fortune to escape the fate that befell the greater part 
of the principal actors in the Revolution, and lived to an 
advanced age. 
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away. The Count de Fronsac had great difficulty 
in escaping from Paris, which he did in disguise. 


October gth. 

We have had dreadful doings. On the 6th, 
at night, a set of wretches forced themselves into 
*the chateau, screaming, La tete de la reine! a has 
la reine! Louis ne sera plus roi—il nous faut Ic 
Due d’Orleans—il nous donnera dii pain celuila 1 ” 
M. Durepaire, one of the Gardes du Corps, 
defended the Queen’s door and was killed. 
Others took his place and were thrown down. 

Sauvez la reine 1 ” was the cry of the Gardes du 
Corps. Madame Thibaud awoke the Queen, who 
threw a coverlet of the bed over her and ran into 
the King’s room, and soon after she was gom‘ 
her door was burst open. The King ran [ind 
fetched his son, and all together they awaited tht; 
event. They owed their rescue to M. clc la I'ayettt: 
and the Gardes FraiiQaises. He insisted upon thc! 
King taking up his abode at Paris, \yithout which 
he would not promise him safety. At one, next 
day, therefore, they all went, partly escorted by thti 
poissardcs and their bullies. They were six hours 
going from Versailles to Paris. A deputation from 
the Assemblee Nationale waited upon the King 
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and Queen soon after they arrived at the Tuileries, 
and ’were very civil, which was something to raise 
their spirits. M. de la Fayette had a quarrel at 
the Marquis de Coigny’s with the Duke d’Orleans. 
The latter came to the King, who accepted his 
submission, but requested him, for his own sake, 
to go to England, under the pretext of a special 
mission, with passports from the King and the 
Assembly. This he has done, and his astonished 
partisans have sent off to Boulogne to stop him 
and force him to return to Paris. 

They say things are now becoming tranquil. 


London, December xst, 1789. 

I am just arrived, and so fatigued that it is 
impossible for me to set out for the north for 
several days. It will take me that time to re¬ 
cover. But though weak in body, I am happy 
in mind to be again in England, and so soon to 
see you all. One sad drawback is my having left 
Henry; but he is well and safe, receiving an ex¬ 
cellent education, much loved by his master, and 
under the special care of Madame de Talaru 
and M. de Beauveau, who, on the very first 
appearance of danger, will send him directly to 
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England. But all is quiet now, and I hope will 
remain so. The people are in high good-huinoiir 
since the royal family came to the Tuileries. It 
was, perhaps, natural that the Parisians should 
be jealous of the predilection of their sovereigns 
for Versailles. 

The King’s acceptance of the constitution, and 
in no respect whatever doing anything to displease! 
or disgust them, seems to have had a very salutar}' 
effect; and can one regret the abuses and injustice* 
of the despotic and immoral Court of Louis yuinze 
being put an end to ? 

When I had obtained my passports for niysedf 
and maid, I asked to take leave of the Oueen, and 
the interview was granted, which is a gre^at favour, 
for she sees no one. She received me graciously, 
even kindly, and the mcinner in which slit; spoke 
of my son was calculated to set my heart at east* 
concerning him. She wished me every happiness. 
^Wous allez dans votre heureuse famille,” said she, 
^^dans un pays tranquille, ou la calomnic vX la. 
cruaute ne vous poursuivront pas! Je dois votis 
porter envie.” 

I ventured a few words of consolation, hinting 
that times were now improving, and that hi‘r 
popularity and happiness would be rcstort;d. She 
shook her head. We were alone. I know ntjl 
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how I was worked up to it, or had courage to 
make the proposal; but I did so—that if she 
thought herself in danger, my services were at 
her command, and that she could come with me 
to England in the disguise of my maid, whom I 
could easily dispose of by sending her, under 
some pretext, to her friends at St. Germain. She 
thanked me and smiled faintly, but said nothing 
would induce her to leave her family. She added 
that she had refused other offers of the same sort. 
''Besides,”—and she looked round—" si/r voulais, 
cela nc se pouvroit pas ; il y a trop d'espions." 

I took leave of her with regret and affection. 

I am sorry to say I have been informed 
by one of the Queen’s friends that there is 
some doubt of the perfect fidelity of Madame 
Campan. 

As it happened, it was lucky my offer was not 
accepted, for on my arrival at Boulogne the car¬ 
riage was assailed by a horde of poissardcs, who 
accused me of being the mistress of the Duke 
d’Orleans, going after him to England. They 
declared I should not leave France. 

Imagine my terror. I put my head out of 
the window to address them. " JScoutez, ecoute^;,” 
said one or two of them. " Mesdames,” said I, 
as politely as my fear would let me, "ayez la bonte 

VOL. n 6 
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de me regarder. Je ne suis ni jeune ni jolie ; M. 
le Due d’Orleans, auroit-il si mauvais gout ? ” 

This made the creatures laugh, and some said, 
Pas si mal—pas si mal.” Never did beauty long 
to be admired more than I did to be thought 
ugly. At last Mrs. Knowles, from the inn, came 
to my assistance and vouched for my being other¬ 
wise than what they thought. But I never got 
rid of my terror till I found myself safely on 
board. 

I had a dreadful passage, but the storm of the 
elements alarmed me less than the torrent of 
human violence which I had just escaped.—Adieu, 
for I am sleepy and can write no more. 


MR. SWINBURNE TO HIS WIFE. 

London, May 12th, 1790. 

The town is filling with French emigrants, 
and I have already met several of our acquain¬ 
tance. I was induced to dine at Greenwich the 
other day with the Duchess de Biron, Madame de 
Cambise and Miss Wilkes, who is the great pro¬ 
tectress of all the expatriees. It was a charming 
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day and the party was very agreeable. Dr. Mas- 
kelyne showed us his camera obscura. 

I have just read Bruce’s Travels,” which 
you inquire about. He has cooked up strange 
falsehoods in his imaginary conversations with an 
Abyssinian priest. He makes himself tell him that 
every man in ouv country is allowed to serve God 
in his own way, and as long as the teachers con¬ 
fine themselves to what the Sacred Books have 
told them, they can teach no ill and therefore 
meet with no molestation. 

The other day I went to a JHc on board Lord 
Shrewsbury’s yacht, the Talbot, off Woolwich. 
The party consisted of Lady Winny and Miss and 
Mr. Constable, Lady Wallace, and a large party 
of Wrights, JUundells, Bcdingfields, &c. I slept 
on board, and returned the next day to dine with 
Townley^ and Jekyll at Wilkes’s. Lord Shrews¬ 
bury and Sennet sailed from Woolwich, but 
whither bound I know not. The}^ would fain 
have carried me off with them, but I made my 
escape in time. I do not believe they them¬ 
selves know whither they are going. I dine to¬ 
day at Totteridge, to meet Lord Henry Petty, and 


I Mr. Townlcy, the proprietor of the noble collection of 
antiquities now in the British Museum. 


6--2 
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to-morrow shall start for Coldham, Parlington, 
and, though last not least, Hamsterley. 


TO SIR T. GASCOIGNE, 


August f 1790 . 

I have been roaming about on visits -- to 
Castle Eden, Burdon’s place, where there is a 
fine down susceptible of much improvement, a 
good house, and trees growing well down to tlut 
sea; thence to the election at Durham, where a 
ball was given to Burdon and Milbanke. 

My next visit was to Hcsley Side, Mr. 
Charlton’s. The destruction of wood on the 
Tynedale within my memory is prodigious. Charl¬ 
ton has re-established part of his, and Sir Edward 
made large plantations at Mounces; all the rest 
is neglected. The cattle there arc fond of rushes 
made into hay, and grass of Parnassus is common 
in wet spots. 

At Axwell we had George Clavering, whose 
queer speeches of the bull kind are very enter¬ 
taining. I must tell you a few of them. A lady 
was there who suckled her child, and this child 
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cried a great deal. "‘"Ah, ma’am,” said he to her, 
‘'I hear your little one crying for its ass’s milk.” 

Dean Digby, in answer to some person at 
table who was enquiring his age, and saying the 
dean could not be fifty, replied, No, no, I have 
not yet seen fifty.” '' Then,” said Mr. George 
Clavering, meaning to be excessively polite, and 
taking up his glass, ''then, Mr. Dean, here’s that 
you never may see fifty ! ” 

When Lady Poole, his second wife, lay ill of 
the disorder which terminated her life, all her 
acquaintances left their names at her door, to 
enquire after her. When she at last died, her 
husband called himself at the houses of those ac- 
(|uaintances, and left a message, viz., that " Lady 
Poole was very much obliged to them for their 
kind enquiries, but was very sorry she could not 
return their calls, because she was dead.” ’ 

Mr. Ralph Carr, of Dunstan Hill (whose 
father, by-the-bye, I believe was gardener to the 
Claverings), recollects having seen my grandmother, 
Isabella, Lady Swinburne, walking in Newcastle 
with a mob after her, on account of her having 

I Apropos of bulls, the following specimen is both rare 
and comical, and the more so since it was addressed to Bona¬ 
parte when elected consul for life. 

“ Du l)onhcur des I'ran9ais le gage esl (Hernel, 

Car ils aiiront d vie im consul imniuvtel.^^ 
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had thirty children. She was tall and ver}^ hand¬ 
some, her husband swarthy and lame, and only 
came up to her elbow. 


TO THE SAME. 


March, 1791. 

We have had gay doings at Seaton Delaval, 
where the Fair Penitent was performed by the 
family. Lord Delaval acted Sciolto; Lord Tyr- 
connel, Lothario; Lady Tyrconnel, Calista; Mr. 
Spearman, Altamont; Charles Williams, Horatio; 
Mr. Foster, Bossano; Miss Daniel, Lavinki; and 
Miss Augusta Daniel, the maid. Spearman was 
the most ridiculous, fat, lame, monotonous Alta¬ 
mont that ever was seen; Mr. Foster insipid ; the 
misses not capital; but the rest of the parts were 
extremely well performed. Lord Delaval was 
correct and pathetic ; he even gazed at his wife's 
picture when he swore. Lady Tyrconnel now and 
then mumbled her phrases, but looked the thing. 
Lord T. was too bulky, his coat too scanty, and 
he sawed the air over-much. Williams was manly 
and clear, but brogued to excess, and straddled 
a great deal. After the play. Lord Delaval spoke 
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an epilogue written by himself, pointed and smart, 
alluding to the actors. A natural son of Lord 
TyrconnePs danced and sang, and so did some 
children of Mrs. Abbs. 

After this came a strange farce, written by 
Williams and Spearman. You may judge, now I 
have told you the authors, that it could not be 
anything very wonderful, but really it was beyond 
anything I ever saw or heard of; such a farrago 
of officers, nuns, lovers, conjurers; ancient and 
modern times and manners all jumbled together 
hodge-podge, with a prologue by Charles Williams, 
and many bacchanalian songs, for which, indeed, 
the farce was intended as a vehicle. 

The theatre was erected in the hall, with 
elegance, warmth and comfort. The scenery was 
well painted, and the dresses were good. We 
afterwards adjourned to the saloon, where above 
a hundred guests sat down to a magnificent 
supper, with abundance of various wines. There 
were some clever songs, and then dancing and 
card-parties till the morning. 

Lord Delaval is social and agreeable. I have 
heard that Seaton Delaval was famous, when he 
was Sir Francis, for the tricks he played upon his 
visitors. One gentleman was kept in his bed 
three whole days by making him believe it was 
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not morning yet; apple-pie beds, ducks and 
chickens in beds, and figures dressed up! It was 
a strange propensity, and not very hospitable. It 
was at last put a stop to by one of those tricks 
being the occasion of loss of reason for a long 
time to a foolish young man on whom it was 
played. Amongst a large party, one person who 
was expected, and whom the young man knew 
a little, was reported to have died suddenly. His 
death was talked of and canvassed, everyone but 
this youth being in the plot. In the middle of 
supper (at least, when the servants had with¬ 
drawn) the supposed dead man appeared in the 
room, dressed in a shroud, with his face powdered 
and ghastly. The young man exclaimed he saw 
him; everyone else declared they saw nothing. 
This had so dreadful an effect upon the poor 
weak-minded youth, that he fell down in a iil, 
and when restored to life did not recover his 
senses. Since that time, I understand, no tricks 
have been played, which I was very glad of, I 
assure you. 

After my return home. Lord Strathmore, from 
Gibside, and his friend Wharton dined with nm, 
and my description of the agreeable entertainment 
I had met with at Seaton Delaval induced them 
to entreat me to obtain permission to introduce 
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them at the next performance, which I accordingly 
did, and they were most hospitably received. The 
play was the same as before; only Williams, being 
ill, was doubled by Collins of the Shields Company, 
and Captain Scott of the artillery, in the farce. 
The play was even better acted' by Lord Delaval 
and his daughter this time than the last, and the 
farce was still more detestable. We had supper, 
and songs by a Mr. Smith, with horrid convulsions. 
The company, on account of the darkness of the 
night, stayed till eight in the morning. 

We slept there, and returned to Newcastle in 
the afternoon of the next day to dine at the mess 
of the Scots Greys. 

From thence I made an excursion to Caphea- 
ton, which is very much improved of late, the 
house being furnished and fitted up in a very 
comfortable and expensive style. 

I found, on my return to this part of the 
country, that my introduction of Lord Strathmore 
at Seaton Delaval had been followed up, and that 
he was now completely domicilie in the family. 
The whole party sent to ask me to sup with them 
at the inn at Newcastle, after the guild ball. I 
was rather surprised to see the intimacy which 
had struck up so suddenly ; and a fine scene 
between Lady Tyrconnel and Lord Strathmore 
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afforded me great amusement. The poor man is 
desperately smitten. 

I was invited to a third performance at Seaton 
Delaval, in which he (Lord Strathmore) was to 
take a part. The play was Othello; the Moor, 
Lord Tyrconnel; her ladyship, Desdemona; Lord 
Delaval, lago; and Lord Strathmore, Cassio. It 
was very indifferently acted by all except Lord 
Delaval. The farce was No Song, no Supper, and 
fat Spearman’s coming out of the sack covered 
with flour was very laughable. 


April ^jrd, 1791. 

The whole company of players from Seaton 
Delaval are encamped at Gibside. I dined there, 
and found them as merry and jovial as ever. 1 
hear that d’Hancarville has run away from Paris 
eighty thousand pounds in debt, leaving his china 
and books to his creditors. His fine story of 
M. d’Anglade making him his heir was all a 
catch, upon the strength of which he borrowed 
money to raise the wind, took up furniture, &c. 
He is now incognito at Rome, as Mr. Jenkins 
writes word, but has had a hint that he must be 
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cautious what he does, as there is such a place 
as the Castle St. Angelo. 

Tom Clavering has run away with, and 
married, a girl of Angers, Mademoiselle Calais, 
He was placed there to learn French, and she is 
daughter to the person who lets the lodgings. He 
is positively bent on fulfilling his engagement^ 

Apropos of this, old George Clavering’s hobby¬ 
horse is roads; and if they are mentioned, all other 
ideas vanish in an instant. I was engaged in very 
serious conversation with his wife on the subject 
of this unlucky marriage of his son’s. She was in 
tears, and very anxious to persuade me to tell what 
answer I had from France about the lady. George 

I A curious anecdote is related at Angers, relative to 
this event. It appears that the young person of whom Mr. 
Clavering was enamoured and had agreed to elope with, 
.and who was the daughter of a wax-chandler, changed her 
mind, or, at all events, had not courage to leave her iDarents’ 
abode at the hour specified. She had, however, a confidante 
in her cousin, to whom she communicated her embarrassment. 
This young lady, who it appears was secretly in love with 
Mr. Clavering, and who was not tormented with the same 
scruples, instantly made up her mind to supply her friend’s 
place. She therefore muffled herself up, and, favoured by 
the darkness, safely joined the expecting and impatient lover, 
who instantly placed her in his carriage, drove off, and did 
not discover his error until the following day. It is said that 
the beauty and grace of the confidante quickly consoled him 
for his disappointment, and that he further expressed himself 
perfectly satisfied with his conquest. Such is the story; I do 
not vouch for its veracity. 
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came up to us, and Mrs. C. begged him to join 
his entreaties to hers. I declined it, saying things 
were too far gone, and I could not think of re¬ 
porting what was possibly not true and which 
might prejudice them against her. '‘ I might just 
as well/’ said I, ''take a pistol and attack her mi 
the high road.” 

" Road, sir ? ” said George, ‘' I can now tell 
you who is bound to repair the road at Shit;!- 
row ”; and away he went helter-skelter after his 
road, without our being able to stop him or bring 
him back to the original subject. 


Septcinhcr, 1791. 

We have been spending a very agreeable time 
at Whitfield in Allandale. Allandalc is a neat 
little town over the Allan, almost every building of 
which is a public-house for the miners. Whitfi(*l<i 
is a large new mansion, built about four yt^ars, 
the offices and stables complete, the situation 
wild and beautiful, the hills being bold and wt*Il 
wooded, and the moor-land at a proper dislajict* 
in the view. A great deal of hanging wood, on 
the left side, borders the river, and the unevm 
lawn is well dotted with trees. 
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The party consisted of Mrs. Ord and her 
family, Messrs. Brandling, Ferrers, &c., and Fanny 
and myself. The ladies came in carts to meet 
the shooters, and dined in the fields. The present 
owner’s grandfather was an attorney at Newcastle, 
and had a passion for hanging himself. The first 
time he was cut down by his servant; the second 
time the cord broke; but he accomplished his 
purpose afterwards. 

I returned for my harvest-home. The reapers 
here dress up a sheaf of corn like a woman, and 
carry it three times round the barn or the kitchen, 
singing: 

“ Blest be the day that Christ was born ! 

Here’s the mell of Harry Swinburne’s corn.” 

Then there is a large kairn supper, where * the 
master of the house used to sit at the head of the 
table and have his health drunk. 

I send you my inscription on my well in 
Ma; 52 unti’s walk: 

Nympha loquitur. 

Qui latices nostros, lucumquc iiivisis opacimi 
Ritti loci domiiium jiibeas saluerc priorcin. 

Die bona verba, precor—Quondam his errare virctis, 
Floribiis aut muris intentus, ut illc solebat, 

Heu! quoties vidi gaudentein rare paterno 
Naiadibus vaga de saxo dare frajna, rctortas 
Per durncta vias agere, aut arbuscula nudis, 

Insertare jugis, gnatis qucrceta futura. 

Defessus tandem delecta in valle quievit, 
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Parvus iibi sacro cippus tegit ossa sub antro. 
Saspe tamen caros fontes circumvolat umbra, 

• Et nunc forte levis (neu sit pavor) setherc ludit, 
Dumque calore liques, varia tc ventilat aid, 

Sic grates persolvit—Abi jam, vive valeque.^ 


TO MRS. SWINBURNE. 

London, Jannary 1792. 

I left Sir Thomas in good health and spirits 
and fatter than ever. We talked a good deal 
about the plantations, and had fine weather. 

I The following is a free translation of the above, which, 
we fear, would not have gained for its author a corner in th<‘ 
Muscb Etonenses : 

Stranger, that to these groves and to this fount 
May haply wander, let their former lord 
Claim thy heart’s silent orison; for he 
By this translucent stream, ’mid Nature’s charms, 
Sweetly bewildered, or with willing step, 

Led by the gentle Muse, was wont to stray. 

Oft have I seen him, whilst his sparkling eye 
Dwelt with fond pride on his paternal home, 

Curb the wild wave, or through the thorny brake 
Direct the devious path, or o’er the hill 
Spread the oak’s leafy honours, and in thought 
Enrich his grandsons. Now his wearied head 
Softly reposes where this sheltering vale 
Marks in its sacred cave, on sculptured stone, 

The short memento of mortality. 

Yet hovering oft, o’er scenes thro’ life beloved, 

His spirit dwells, and gratefully around 
Thy sunburnt temples pours its cooling balm, 

And through the pensive foliage sighs—Adieu I 
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I dined, on my arrival in town, with a larj:^e 
party at the Stratford coffee-house with Hussey,^ 
Sheridan, Grey, Dillon, Campbell, and Dr. Geddes 
of the Bible, and have been since with Manning 
to Theobald’s Lodge—a snug box in a pleasant 
situation, belonging to Miss Smith. 

We passed over a great deal of very beautiful 
country, interspersed in all parts by the New River, 
which winds surprisingly, and often unnecessarily, 
so timorous were engineers in the early part of 
the last century, and of so little value was the 
land. 

The inside of the Pantheon has been burnt 
to the ground; the walls are left standing. The 
new opera - house in the Haymarket is a noble 
theatre. I went there with Townley to sec 
Cymon, which is a stupid pageantry. 

I have dined at Hussey’s with Madame de 
Sillery (or, rather, Madame Brulart, for she calls 
herself by that name now, since titles are abolished 
in France), • Mademoiselle d’Orlcans, Pamela and 
Henriette de Cercy. She desired her kind regards 
to you. I escorted them next day to Townley’s, 
to see his collection of busts, statues, &c. 


I Catholic Bishop of Waterford. 
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March 20th. 

Harry has just arrived safe and sound from the 
land of tumults and confusion. The wound lu* 
received on the night he was at the play in t}u‘ 
Queen’s suite, has left a mark on his forehead. 
He seems rejoiced to have got away, and by his 
account things at Paris are a great deal worse 
than we thought. He is grown tall, and promises 
to be handsome. 

Innumerable emigres are come to England. I 
see a great deal of Madame Brulart and her 
party. 

The Margravine of Anspach is come to Lon¬ 
don ; I saw her at the opera. She dresses in a 
particular style, with a flat handkerchief and no 
curls. She has fine eyes and good features but 
is not pretty, in my opinion. 

I went down with Abbe Campbell to Ports¬ 
mouth and saw Tom, who is discharged into the 
Lion, which is fitting out to take Lord Macartney 
to China. We visited the docks; there seems 
great waste in the building jobs. 

Sir George Staunton goes to China and takes 
his son. I met him and the two Chinese priests 
he has brought from Naples with him. He has 
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taught his son Latin and Greek by talking to 
him only, without learning grammar. These poor 
fellows were brought out of China, without leave, 
at the age of sixteen and seventeen, and when 
they return will put on their native habit and 
enter their country unobserved. One of them is 
called Ly-Pio, the other Cho-Pauhts. The first 
syllable of each name is that of their family. 
The first of these men was christened Jacobus. 
No man of rank in China dare avow being a 
Christian, or conform outwardly to the public 
worship. Yet in the Christian chapels there are 
places of different honours. There are two bishops 
in China, named by the King of Portugal, and 
public meeting-houses for Christians. 

We went in a wherry to the Isle of Wight 
and landed at Ryde, where there is a pretty 
view from Windham’s, up the hill. I went from 
thence to Chichester to visit my sister-in-law 
Mrs. Baker, and then to Sir J. Peachey’s at 
West Dean. It is in a bottom, with parkish 
downs rising on every side ; the tops of the hills 
are covered with plantations. 

Cowdxy is a large square house enclosing a 
court, battlcmented, and of the time of Henry VIII. 
The hall, which is very large, and the staircase, 
not very magnificent, arc sadly bedaubed and 

VOL. n 7 
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begilt.^ There is a quantity of portraits and bad 
pictures. The situation is low, on the Arun, a 
deep stream without beauty. The park is con¬ 
fined, or reduced and intersected, and not strik¬ 
ingly handsome. The country is very hilly, and 
there is a beautiful view from the heights towards 
Haslemere,' like the Vale of Tarbes, woody and 
variegated. 


Jtme loth. 

I have been staying at Bury with Madanu^ 
Brulart, and went on to Coldham, where I amus(.?d 
myself a la Jasmin, and took a view of Lawshall 
Church and Lavenham. The steeple part was built 
by the Veres in Henry VII.’s time; their arms, 
with garter supporters, being everywhere put up. 
The battlements and porch are much ornamented, 
but not in the delicate Gothic manner. That 
style was evidently losing ground, ' and archi¬ 
tectural taste becoming more fantastic and con¬ 
ceited. 

Sir H. Parker’s is a large old house, with 
handsome grounds. I returned to Madame Bni- 
lart’s, and then went to spend a few days at 
Langham, Sir Patrick Blake’s. It is a small, 

I It has since been burnt down. 
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middling - kind of house, with grand stables, 
Messrs. Deane and Blake were there. 

They say Sheridan is in love with and want¬ 
ing to marry Pamela; but whether his red face 
will charm her is, I think, doubtful, notwithstand¬ 
ing his wit. 

The news has arrived of the deposition of 
Louis XVI. 


October^ 1792. 

Harry has set out for Naples with Abbe Camp¬ 
bell. I envy him spending the winter in that 
delicious climate and I fancy you do the same. 
My sister Anne, the nun, has arrived from Montargis 
with thirty-five other nuns. I have just seen them. 
They are in excellent spirits and are very much 
Jcic and kindly treated by everybody. They landed 
at Brighthclmstone, where the Prince of Wales, as 
well as Mrs. Fitzherbert, assisted them extremely. 
They have the offer of two country-houses, and 
they mean to establish themselves at one and take 
pensioners. She hopes we will send our children 
to her. She gave me a long account of their 
escape and adventures, 

Hussey told me a speech of one of the cniti^^rh. 
He remarked how poor the Imglish language was, 
for that one word stood for three different things, 

7—2 
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viz., ship —un vaisseau; ship —bon marchc ; and 

ship —iin moiitony ^ 


September jth, 1796. 

I have learnt from Huskisson that the French 
have sent over a plan of cartel, and Nepean informs 
me I am to be sent to France on the subject. 
Ministers have ordered all prisoners on parok; to 
be confined, by way of retaliation for Sir Sidney 
Smith. 

Lord Malmesbury is appointed minister pleni¬ 
potentiary to negotiate peace at Paris. Lord 
Spencer would not ask for me to go under Lord 
M.’s passport, as the missions are distinct. My 
salary is fixed at two pounds a day and one hundred 
guineas for a secretary, and all travelling expenses 
allowed, except journeys within fifty miles of 
Paris.” 


I This is almost as good as the story told of the artist 
who, on being desired by a rich Shropshire squire to enliven 
the picture of his castle and park with a few ‘‘ ship ” (Aiiglic;e, 
sheep), took his patron at his word and painted a iiiit* 
squadron of two-deckers, at anchor, on a small piece of 
water scarcely deep enough to float a swan. 

2 Mr. Swinburne had just received his appointment as 
commissioner for the exchange of prisoners. 
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Dover, November 1796. 

The first time I left England to go to college 
I sailed from this very pier as they Avere firing 
the guns for Guy Fawkes’ plot; and I arrived here 
to-day as the same festival was celebrating. The 
guns reminded me of this coincidence of circum¬ 
stances. Is it not odd ? I am almost tempted to 
sumere supcrbiam qucesitam ineritis; for I am half 
intoxicated with the dignity that attends me : 
letters by special messengers from the Secretary of 
State—collectors of customs in waiting—Danout’s 
son-in-law, with Pat Hennesy’s son, cringing and 
bowing for leave to accompany me, the mayor 
taking my orders, &c., &c. Jc commcncerai a me 
croire nc pour les ^randes aventures, if my tooth does 
not ache, which every now and then takes me off 
my high horse. 

I have brought a young man as secretary, 
who seems sensible, and likely to do well. Aditai; 
I do not believe I shall be able to write from 
Calais ; but if you do not hear of the Princess 
Augusta going to the bottom, you may conclude I 
am safely landed in Tigerland. God bless you all; 
you shall have a full account of Paris renouvclle 
when I have seen it. 
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Calaisy November 6 th. 

We had the finest passage imaginable, of four 
hours; not a sail shifted, or a rough wave; the 
sun shining, and the wind warm; both coasts as 
clear as rockwater, and seen at the same time. 
The price was very high; five and twenty guineas 
for one of Minet’s boats. 

When we arrived, the quay was covered witli 
men in as many strange attires as if we had conic 
to a rendezvous of all the nations of the earth. 
Scarcely two were equipped alike; most of them 
were dressed in cloaks, large wrappers, great-coats, 
rugs, &c., and muffled up as if they were in Ice¬ 
land. The strange diversity of hats and caps 
(most of the former enormous) was truly comical. 
There were no red caps among them. 

At the custom-house they offered for sale, and 
prudence induced us to purchase, little tricolour 
cockades, at fifteen sous apiece, which we placed 
on the side of the crowns of our hats. 

It was Sunday, and Sunday is observed here, 
for nobody will have anything to say to Decades,’ 

I The revolutionary months were divided into three 
decades, or epochs, of ten days each, thus making thre(‘. 
hundred and sixty. The remaining five days were cal]e<l 
jours comjlementaires, and were devoted to feasting, lint 
names of these months, the first of which comiueuced cm 
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or the Dimanche de Robespierre, although his in¬ 
scription, Le petcplc frangais recommit VUre sitprcnie, 
ct Vimmortalite dc still appears upon the 

churches. 

No soldiers or people accompanied us to the 
inn, but we were escorted^by the innkeeper into 
the Hotel de Ville, where I wrote myself down, 
rmd my suite. All was very civil and easy—no 
curiosity, no noise, nor to this moment have we 
been called dc$ Anglais, accosted, or taken the 
least notice of. A great apathy, despair, or in¬ 
difference seems to have got the better of all the 
spirit of the French. Except not meeting any 
priests or friars, everything appears much as it 
was. The lands are fully cultivated, but there 
are few labourers of the youthful or middle age. 

In the principal church a priest was saying 
mass, sailors and women hearing it. The pictures 
and images of saints remain. The west end of the 


the 22ik1 of September, 1792, common style, weni Vende- 
iniaire, I^niniairc, Frimairc, Nivose, Pluviose, Vcntoscj, Ger- 
mim'il, Flor6al, Prairial, Messidor, Thermidor, and Friictidor; 
so that Vcndeiniaire was composed partly of September and 
partly of October. The ist of Vend6miairc aiino i of the 
Republic, corresponded with the 22nd September, 1792, and 
the 30th Fructidor with the iGth September, 1793. 

I It was that foul miscreant who said upon some occa¬ 
sion, in order to show that he believed in a divinity, “ Si 
Dicii n'existoU pas, il faudroit rinvcnteyl" 
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nave had been railed off, to be converted into one 
of Robespierre’s temples, but it is now shut up- 

The people here, not in office, pay little atten¬ 
tion to the new calendar, as far as relates to 
decades; but they are obliged to adopt the names 
of the months. 

The inhabitants of Calais refused, in the days 
of terror, to admit Joseph le Bon,^ which saved 
many lives. 

I heard the bells ring, but no one is obliged 
to shut up shop or attend any public service on 
the Decade, or revolutionary sabbath. 

My secretary and Major Gall, whom Mr. 
Dundas had desired that I would pass off as an 
additional one, that he might reach Paris in safidy, 
and bring away his daughters, were described at 
the 'immicipalite as to their age and persons, but 
I was not required to go. It is rather strang(!, 
and almost provoking, that the people show s<> 
little curiosity about us. There is little stir in th(‘ 
town, and no singing and no rioting. I have hired 
a coach to take us to Paris, at one hundred and 
eight livres. 


I Joseph le Bon, one of the most execrable of the 
terrorists. He was born at Arras in 1765, and was tlieni- 
fore well known throughout the Pas de Calais. He was 
guillotined on the 5th October, 1795. 



COURTS OF -PARIS, NAPLES, ETC. I05 

Chantilly, November loth, 1796. 

We lodged at Boulogne with Mrs. Knowles, 
who was two years in prison and has lost her fat, 
but not her tongue, nor her hatred of those she 
lives amongst. There is little to be earned and 
many disconsolate poor. The few persons we have 
spoken with have little hopes of peace. Many 
deserters are lurking about the woods, and there 
are continual robberies and murders. We have 
not travelled half an hour in the dark, as you may 
see by the slowness of our journey. 

There is no great danger of any feats being 
done in the invasion way, as they cannot get 
their men to go on board. There are gun-boats 
at Boulogne for the defence of the coast, but, as 
there is no pay, the officers do nothing and the 
men desert. 

I am surprised that Mrs. Knowles, with her 
abuse of the French and her rash talk, has kept 
her head on her shoulders. She begged relief 
for Mr. Cannon, who is in prison with his four 
children and very ill off for everything. 

This country is sadly depopukited since the 
Revolution. Ambletcux alone has lost three hun¬ 
dred men fit to bear arms. At Amiens the masons 
appeared to be pulling down some churches, but 
the cathedral is not at all injured. 
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We have just taken a walk round this desolate 
place, which is all but demolished. Over the 
fountain, in the stables, is a cartoon, and upon it 
is written, ‘‘ Bandeau mis sur un nom ahhorve 
(Conde) ^ar les Charrois de la Rcpubliqitey'^ 

The leaden pipes are carried off, the statues 
and vases broken, the arcades destroyed, and the 
equestrian statue of the Connetable de Mont¬ 
morency melted down. The forest is full of 
deserters and banditti. A family the other day 
was robbed and murdered at Villeneuve, near this 
place. 


Paris, November iiih, 1796. 

We arrived here at twelve this morning~had 
delightful weather—no examination of passport or 
stoppage of any kind at the barricres —nobody set 
over us. We lodge at la Maison des litrangers, 
Rue Vivienne. The word hotel is proscribed and 
maison substituted. 

Some thieves who call themselves ''the twelve 


I The Charrois were the society or administration who 
contracted to supply the Republican armies with liospitaJ 
wagons, &c.—thence their name. Some members of this 
society, the headquarters of which were at Coinpiegne, sub 
fered persecution for having lent their wagons to conceal 
and favour the escape of prescripts. 
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poets of the Republic” sent us a copy of verses, 
and went away satisfied with half-a-crown, as were 
the poissardes, who also offered a galimatias copy 
of verses. 

I have seen Lord Malmesbury, who desires me 
to take Sir Sidney Smith’s affair in hand, as he 
found he could make nothing of it.^ I wrote to 
inform Truguet, the minister of marine, of m}' 
arrival, and an appointment is made for to-morrow. 
Loi'd M. says we must keep separate as much as 
we can; as his hopes are in me, and I shall be 
able to speak and be spoken to, which he cannot, 
for he sees nobody. God knows whether any 
mediating services of mine will be fairly set to 

account or not; possibly not; nor do I care; 
at all events, I must have his good word. 

I have been about as freely as in London. 
Paris in this quarter is crowded more than ever, 
but both men and women are sad frights. The 
women dress shockingly, with immense bushy 
periwigs, quite discordant with their complexions 
and eyebrows; forming cither a large chignon, or 
a great horse-tail behind, and brought vci'y long 
over their faces in the front, only a little parted 
in the middle of the forehead, just like the men 

I Sir Sidney Smith was then a close prisoner in the 
Temple. 
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in Charles IL’s days; owls in ivy bushes. They 
wear upon this, large flapping caps or mobs, and 
over all a chip hat, like an umbrella, squeezed 
down at the sides, and staring up in front, lined 
with yellow, scarlet, or some such glaring colour. 
Shawls and blankets, projecting necks, black and 
gray stockings, and no heels. 


November J 2 th, 1796. 

I have seen TAbbe Tersan, who is just as 
we left him, among his books and medals, as 
lively as ever.^ His section saved him. I have 
also seen the bookseller Barrois, Mr. Keller, Dr. 
Gem, and Perregaux, the banker. 

The Directory is putting the Luxembourg 
Palace into thorough repair. The convent of the 
Dominicans {Vantre des Jacobins) is destroyed, and 
part of the gardens of the Chartreuse is being 
added to that of the Luxembourg. The new 
bridge of La Paix, La Revolution, or Louis XVL, 
is finished; but the preserving the Palais Bourbon 

I Charles Philip de Tersan, a learned antiquarian and 
man of extraordinary research; the more remarkable since 
he never published any work on these subjects, although 
no one possessed more materials or greater capabilities. 
He died at a very advanced age in 1819. 
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for a house for the cinq ecus makes the approach 
from and to the south very awkward and twisting. 

My banker tells me I am looked upon to be 
a more confidential man of Mr. Pitt’s than Lord 
M. himself; quite his dme damme, I think if they 
are not more cunning in other things than in this 
guess, on en aura bon marche. Is it not laughable ? 

Truguet’s answer to my application for an 
audience came to me enclosed in a bit of brown 
paper. He appointed me to be with him at three 
o’clock to-day.^ I was introduced to him by M. 
Coltrone, chef dc la troisiemc division. He is a 
smart young beau, very polite and chatty; but 
upon my bringing Sir Sidney Smith upon the 
tapis, he bounced up in a violent passion, said 
he had not understood that I was to have any¬ 
thing to say in that business and expressed an 
idea that it could not be settled till the cartel was 
fixed. 

I had a good deal of talk with him after 
that explosion, and when calmer, he assured me 
everything would be done that I could wish. I 
am to make an official request for leave to visit 

I Laurent J. Fraii9ois Truguct, born at Toulon, created 
Count in 1814, ^ 1819, and Admiral (equivalent to 

Marshal) in 1831. He comiuciiccd his career in the navy 
as midshipman, in 1765, and still lives. 
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prisons and for lists of the prisoners. He promised 
me a passport for Major Gall to return to En^^dand, 
as I represented him in so bad a state of health 
as to be of no use to me as a secretary. 

I dined afterwards with Lord Malmesbury, who 
desires me to ask for leave to see Sir Sidney Smith. 
I know I shall be refused; but however disagrceabk* 
it may be to do it with the certainty of a rebuff, 
perhaps an uncivil one, I must comply. Sir S. is 
in the Temple au secret, but well lodged. I had 
a letter from him to-day. Lord M. says his 

greatest dependence is on me. He has been very 

impatient for my arrival, for he has no intercourst; 
with anyone, knows nobody, and has a disagreeable 
message to deliver if I do not succeed with regard 
to Sir S. So the load is thrown upon poor Fill- 
garlick. 

So much for politics. All the nonsens(j 

and observations I make shall be set down as 

they occur; so make the best you can of the 
farrago. 

M. le Moine^ is alive, near Paris, and Perreganx 
has promised to find him out for me. He says 
he is very poor. All the Misses Moore are dead. 

■—Adieu. 


I Previously one of the gentilhommes dc la chambre to 
Louis XVI. 
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November 1796. 

Though I know not when this will go, I shall 
begin it as a journal da bctiscs. Yesterday several 
hundred young men were arrested because they 
had plaited curls behind their ears, construed to 
be the same as tresses, the signs of party. 

Girandot the banker’s house was robbed the 
night before last of a large sum in specie, the dog 
poisoned, &c. The Directory has washed the head 
of {Anglice, reprimanded) Cochon, the minister of 
police, for his neglect. Chevalier Jerninghain’s 
property is sold, therefore a hopeless case. Poor 
Lavillc is where he was, but instead of being a 
ferniicr-gcncral, he is a retail snuff-seller, a very 
poor livelihood. 

Lc Moine was never even in prison. He is 
at Montague, and his wife at Versailles. I have 
written to her. I dined to-day with I’Abbe Tersan, 
who talked me to sleep. Not being accustomed 
of late to such rapidity of verbiage I could not 
follow him enough to understand him. He escaped 
the fury of the terrorists by lying hid up five pairs 
of stairs among his books. Plis section protected 
and answered for him. 

Vaillant, who has published his ‘^Travels in 
iVfrica,” is {secundum Tersan) an illiterate and 
ignorant man, and the book is no more his 
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composition than it is mine. He knows nothing 
of natural history, &c., and is no more than a 
mere tireur d^oiseaux. He had made no notes, 
but dictated what he could remember or invent 
to one Varon, a faiseur here, who cooked up a 
book for him. When he ran away to Holland, 
M. Tersinck employed him by sending him to 
the Cape to collect birds for him. 

The French Ministry have Lord Malmesbury's 
letters and notes translated and published regularly 
in the public journals. In his correspondence with 
La Croix,^ the latter does not appear to advantage, 
for his notes are peevish and childish. If they do 
no better I shall begin to think men may overturn 
a government and conquer countries without being 
capable of acting wisely in quiet times and con¬ 
ducting business with their equals. 


November iSth. 

I was last night at the Theatre de la Rue 
Feydeau, where the Comedie Frangaise is now 


I J. P. de la Croix, born in 1754, and originally bred 
to the bar. He was a man of undoubted abilities. Hn.ving 
embraced the popular cause, he rose from place to place 
to that of minister for foreign affairs. He was one of thos(‘ 
most hostile to the royal family, voted the King’s death, 
and in his turn was guillotined witli Danton on tlu!! 8tli 
April, 1794. 
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established. Mesdemoiselles Contat and Mole 
were delightful in the Celibataire. The vulgarity 
of appearance in the audience and the gloominess 
of the house were shocking; men and women 
pelc~mele in the boxes and in hats; some of the 
men in boots and great-coats. They still retained 
enough of old politeness to take off their hats, 
unless in the back seats. Indeed, upon enquiry, 
I found that most of them were of the privileged 
class. 

The pit was full of the dirtiest of the dirty ; 
horrid black-looking creatures. The decorations 
are bad, and one hears but poorly. 

As I went in, a fellow was hawking about a 
tragedy of the death of Louis XVI. I perceived 
that the audience applauded whenever a passage 
in the play seemed to allude to terrorism or im¬ 
prisonment. 

My man passed the night in the guard-house, 
for being out without his passport and speaking 
English. 

I dined to-day at Monsieur Formalague’s, once 
a clerk to Boyd, with some noted people, viz., 
Mathicu Languinais, Recclerer, late a Counsellor 
of Metz, editor of rHistorien,” Ikjurgoign, author 
of the '' Essay on Spain,” &c. They talked away, 

as Frenchmen always did; morals, philosophy, 

(S 


VOL. n 



LETTERS FROM THE 


II4 

&c., then mirth and wit, then dispute and argu¬ 
ment. They are all violently in opposition to the 
Directory, at least, to outward appearance. They 
are concerned with the Press, and profess anti- 
jacobinism. The Historien ” is a clever, vioU'.nt 
publication. Bourgoign was envoy at the Hagius 
and in Spain, where he wrote his travels. I'orina- 
lague is a great friend of Cottraii, who was 
have dined there, but was prevented. I lind tlu! 
Directory have given him two adjoinh to combat 
poor me. I hope a plain talc will put them 
down; however, I am glad they arc in good 
humour, for I was half afraid I had got too far 
about Sir Sidney Smith. Everyone here dines 
now at five o’clock. 


November lyth, 1796. 

I have been running about Paris just as 
formerly. The beggars call me milonl. How dull 
—how gloomy Paris is ! All its Imrry and crowti 
seem concentrated round the focifs of this nta'gh- 
bourhood. The rest of the town is deserted. Tint 
Fauxbourg St. Germain can never recovc^r. 

I had been told by English rcipublicans and 
Americans, that wonderful things had been doiu*, 
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and magnificent works undertaken. I see many 
things pulled down, but except a repair in the 
roof of the Luxembourg, the alteration of the 
Palais Bourbon and the finishing of the bridge, I 
have not seen one new stone put upon another. 

There are wood and plaster statues where 
brass and marble stood, dead poplar trees of 
liberty,^ and the words propricU nationale''' upon 
more than half the houses. These are the present 
ornaments of Paris. 

The Hotel du Parc Royal is now a printing- 
house ; rHotel de PUnivcrsite, an office for the 
artillery. The Fauxbourg St. Germain is quite de¬ 
populated ; its hotels almost all sei^iied by Govern¬ 
ment, and the streets near the Boulevard are 
choked with weeds. There is little bustle, except 
about the Palais de FEgalite, which is a complete 
receptacle of filth. The buildings about it arc 
ruinous. Poor Ikiblot, of the Parc royal,” died 
of a broken heart, 

I have been to the site of the blastille, now a 
timber-yard. As there have been fifty-seven new 
prisons institutcid in Paris, I think I may say that 

I Similar ornaments arc still pt'nnitlcal to disfigure thre(‘. 
of the handsomest portions of Brussels. All persons in that 
city unite in condemning their being preserved; but no one 
has the good taste; or courage to propose their removal. 

8^2 
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the Parisians have uselessly destroyed an ornament 
of their town. 

I am told there are weekly balls, par abonnc- 
ment of thirty-six francs, for the winter, where the 
ladies appear in fancy dresses, chiefly as nymplis, 
with flesh-coloured clothing. The complexion of 
the women seems to me to be much improved, 
and there is not such a quantity of rouge us{Hi 
as formerly. 

Dr, Gem was with me yesterday. He was 
three months in prison, locked up in the same 
room with Mrs. Elliott^ (Dolly the tall) and her 
dogs. He believes in a general republicanism 
over the west of Europe- The reason of his 
calling upon me was that he desired to go to 
England, and had applied to Lord Malmesbur}' 
to get him a passport, that he might accompany 
him should he take his departure suddenly. Lord 
M. told him he must apply to me for that pur¬ 
pose, as I was the only person likely to succeed 
in obtaining anything. I find, from this and 
other quarters, that Lord M. has some opinion 
of me as a conciliator. * 

I have just had a visit from poor Dominick 
Meade, who has grown very thin ; and have calkxi 
on St. Foix and on Madame de Labordc de Marc- 

I Mother of the first Lady C. Bentinck. 
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ville and her daughter, both looking very well. I 
have promised to dine with them. To-day I dined 
with Lord Malmesbury. Last night I was in his 
box aiix Itciliens, It was Simtomce et Fanchcfk. 
Madame Dugazon did not act. 

The fiacres are much neater than they used to 
be. There is no regulated fare, therefore one 
makes a bargain on stepping into these motley 
chariots. 

They say General d’Alvinizi^ is coming down 
in two columns, with a very formidable force, upon 
Bonaparte, who has only 23,000 men left, and per¬ 
haps you will soon hear of some great derangement 
in the French projects in that part of the world. 
Basile is still at Menil, poor and almost blind. 

La Mere Gertrude^ came the other day from 
Passy on foot, though past eighty, to see Madame 
de Laborde. The latter is reinstated in all her 
possessions, Madame de Beauveau lives in a small 
house at St. Germain. 

The Dunkirk flotilla, object of our alarms, has 
been shipwrecked on its own coast. There has 

1 Field Marshal crAlviiii^i coinniandcd a division in 
Laudohn’s army, and was afterwards coiuiuander-in-chkif at 
Rivoli and Arcolc. He was nnich respected, thoii^^h not 
successful as a military man. He died in 18x0, aj^cd 84. 

2 Ex-abbess of the Ursuline convent where Mrs. Swin¬ 
burne was a pensionmiirc. 
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been an engagement with the Spanish fleet, but 
as yet I do not know the particulars. 

I have been waited upon by “ Les Dames de la 
Halle,” but not kissed, for I stopped their mouths 
with a piece of money. I have also had a fine 
copy of doggerel verses addressed to me, which are 
to be published, and, I suppose, will enter into 
some collection as a specimen of Vcsprit du dix- 
huitihnc si'ecle. Here they are: 

Liberte—Egalite, 

Republique Fran9aise, 

Fraternity; 

Honneur et hommage, 

Presentys au vertueux Monsieur 
Swinburne, k Toccasion de 
'Son arrivye k Paris, pour le 
Cartel d’Echange. 

Publicity. 

Oui, pour notre patrie, 

Chere a votre grand coeur, 

Vous employez la vie, 

A faire son bonheur. 

Swinburne, qu’on revere, 

De notre bien 
Ami le plus sincere, 

Et le soiitien, 

Accepter notre zele, 

Dans ces trop faibles traits. 

Nous servant de modyic, 

Nous goiitons VOS bienfaits. 

Nous publirons sans cesse 
Tons VOS grands faits, 

Votre grande tendresse 
Pour les Fran^ais. 
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AgrSez, Monsieur, rhoimmgc du a vos vertus 
ct a votre mcriic, pnisque voire imporiante mission 
doit contribuer d ameliorer noire sort; daignez aussi 
agreer noire respect profond. 

Signe 

Les 12 Auteurs Nouvcllistcs Republicains. 

I cannot very well tell what all these compli¬ 
ments are about, and feel something like Sancho 
in the island of Barataria. 

At dinner at Perregaux’s I met Senovert, who 
was sent last year with Monneson, to try if they 
could open a negotiation for peace, but got no 
farther than Canterbury. 

Lord Malmesbuiy ni’accablc dlionnctctes, and 
wishes me to dine with him every day. 

I have asked leave officially to see Sir Sidney 
Smith, and expect it to be granted and that I 
shall be able to effect his liberation upoif parole, 
for the face of things seems much softened. 

I spent last evening at Madame de la Live’s, 
with all the cousins and tunics, very agreeably. 

La petite Labordc is here, and I shall call on 
her to-morrow. Auguste, her son, turned out very 
ill, and some esclandrc of his was the cause of his 
father’s being dragged from his hiding-place and 
guillotined. 
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Poor La Celle^ is sold to a paper merchant, 
the church destroyed, and the monastery turned 
into a rag-warehouse. Watt Smith, brother to 
Mrs. Fitzherbert, is here, married, oit pen s'cn 
faut^ to a Madame Notaire. 


November iMt, 1796. 

I just now saw poor little Madame dc 
Laborde, the picture of misery and desolation. 
She cried bitterly. Her husband might have been 
saved, for the municipality of Rouen offered to let 
him remain five days longer, but he had been so 
long in prison that he was sick of existence, and 
wished to be tried and the matter ended one way 
or the other.*-^ He was sent to Paris, and executed 
on the fifth day after Robespierre was dethroned.’’ 


1 The college where Mr. Swinburne was educated. 

2 M. de Laborde was a fermtcr-ghicral, and was much 
esteemed. His only daughter married Count Charles dc* 
Noailles. 

3 M. Fontin Desodoards, in his treatise on the French 
Revolution, says of this monster of blood and iniquity: “He 
was more ferocious than Nero, and more credulous than 
Claudius. His exterior was cold, and his manners embar¬ 
rassed. He was insensible to friendship, pity or remorse. 
His look was sinister, and his conversation insignificant. 
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What happiness to others that day must have 
brought! Mrs. Tinker (mother of Harvey Aston) 
was in prison at the time, with innumerable other 
people; amongst them a gentleman dying of a 
quinsy in the throat, and given over. On the 
delightful news reaching her, she ran to the sick 
man, calling out, Vivez ! vivez Monsieur ! car 
Robespierre est mort.” The man was so startled 
at this that he burst into a violent fit of hysterical 
laughter, which burst the quinsy and saved his life. 

This epitaph was made on Robespierre : 

“ Passant, nc plaignez pas son sort, 

S’il eut vecu, voiis seriez mort.” 

M. de Hautefort called on me yesterday and 
begged his compliments. All his family were put 
to death. 

I have written a memoir about Sir Sidney 
Smith, much approved of by Lord M. I myself 
think it well done, and hope it will make an 
impression, for the Directory are much relaxed 
about Sir S. He has now the whole of the 

His temper was irascible, his character posillanimons, and 
his talents limited; but his ambition was iinnieasurable, 
and his blood-thirstiness and depravity insatiable.” Provi¬ 
dence, after perrnittin^^ him to desolate ITance during several 
months, at length held forth its avenging hand. He was 
guillotined upon the 27th July, 1794 (9th Thermidor), in 
his 36th year. 
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Temple to range in, and libert}' of writing, : 
he is also allowed his secretary. 


November 20th. 

Yesterday I dined and went with I^oni M. 
to the opera, which is now in the Rue dti la Loi 
(Richelieu), and as handsome a mile as ever I saw. 
It was not an opera, but a concert, w^hich is all 
the ton, and the dress-night for the women. After 
it the ballet of TcUinaquc, in which tluj women 
danced divinely. Vestris, the only man damaT, 
has no pantomime, and I was soon tired of his 
bounds and his tours de force. The house! was 
extremely crowded. Major Gall, who is mcv^nifiqiic, 
gave twenty francs for one of the hist tickids to 
be had. It was very well lighted, and the company 
well dressed. 

Madame Tallien^ was in the Spanish ambassa- 

I Theresia de Cabarus (Madame Tallien) wa:o'i Spaniard 
by birth. She was married, before the Revolution, to a M. 
de Fontenay, of Rouen, from whom she was subs<‘(|ii(‘nfly 
divorced, not from bad conduct on her part, but by mutual 
accord. Being cast into prison during tluj Riugii of 'I't-rror, 
she married Tallien in order to save luir lite, and slut had thus 
many opportunities of performing acts of IxmevoIeiHu*; so 
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dor’s box, opposite to us, very showy, with a 
spangled muslin gown and a scarlet cloak. She 
has a fine face and figure, and was not at all 
outrcc in her decoration. Her very black hair was 
plaited with gold riband, and ringlets fell over her 
forehead and neck; rather a short waist,-her arms 
bare, and a great breadth of shoulders displayed. 
She was altogether very much decollctce, which is 
the fashion of the day. 

On the same line with her, an premier, and 
among the well dressed, were two or three servant¬ 
looking women m bonnets de paysannes. By their 
appearance they must have been tradesmen’s wives 
of the lowest class. The fine ladies wear feathers 
and no rouge. The men in the boxes were like 
gentlemen in England; those in the pit like what 
French laquais were formerly on a rainy day. 

The Marcpiis del Campo ^ was at the opera, 
without his star. His servility is disgusting, even to 
the men in power. He affects equality so much, that 
his table is presided over by Mademoiselle Chalete, 

much so, that she acquired the name of “ Notre bonne dairie 
de Thermidor,” in allusion to the lives she saved during that 
hideous pcx'iod. She was afterwards divorced from Tallieii, 
whom she is unjustly stated to have abandoned in his distress. 
In due time sheiniarried Francis Joseph do Cararnan, Prince 
de Chimay- Sne died at her husband’s chdtcau oi Chiinay, 
near Mons, in 1B36, universally regretted. 

1 The Spanish ambassador. 
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the tall opera-dancer. He placed her there on a 
great day, when Mrs. Monro, the American am¬ 
bassadress, and other modest ladies, dined with 
him. As soon as their husbands apprised them 
of it, they left the company. 

The. Directory, who have an interest in the 
opera, regularly carry off all the cash taken at tin? 
door, 

Madame de Maulde was with me this morning; 
she is well and sprightly, has saved her landed 
property and lost what she placed out. Madame 
d’Anglures is in possession of her estates, and 
lives quietly upon them. 

I do not know whether you heard at the time 
that the day of the King’s execution was as dark 
as pitch, quite overcast and black, without wind 
or cloud, and not a sound in the streets until the 
guns were fired. That on which the Queen died 
was as fine as possible, and no one seemed to 
care a halfpenny. This is only accounted for by 
the different seasons of the year, and the habits 
contracted from seeing so much bloodshed. 1 
have also been desired to note that it was exactly 
fifty days from Robespierre’s making his harangue 
from the throne in the Tuileries, and declaring 
that there was a Supreme Being, to the day of 
his death, which corresponds with the cinqiuint- 
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aine do Pdqms. I don’t well understand the com¬ 
bination, but garrit aniles ex re fabellas vicino. 

I ha^e had a melancholy letter from the poor 
Marechale de Beauveau. She says she cannot press 
me to visit ^'une personne que vous avez laissee si 
heureuse, et que vous trouverez si miserable par 
la perte qu’elle a faite de tout ce qui Tattachait 
a la vie. Les autres maux sent supportables ; 
celui-la seul 6te le gout de I’existence. Je vous 
remercie beaucoup des nouvelles que vous me 
donnez de deux personnes qui m’int6ressent tant. 
Recevez Passu ranee bien sincere du souvenir que 
je conserverai toujours de ce terns ou j’ai eu le 
bonheur de connoitre Madame Swinburne et vous,” 
&c. 

I wish in your next letter you would write me 
a few lines, which I could cut out and send her. 

I am quite melted with her sorrowful letter ; 
rnais tu I’as voulu, George Dandin,” one might 
say to her. 

By all I can learn, poor Le Maitre^ was guil¬ 
lotined. 

Madame de Boisgibault is remarried to a 
Swiss banker. Divorces are very easy things 
here. A young lady was married the other day, 

1 Tlie same who was ten years in llic Bastille for pub¬ 
lishing a propliecy concerning the Bourbons. 
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with the consent of her mother and guardians : 
but soon after their return from the wedding, 
she disappeared, leaving a message for her brick*- 
groom, that she meant to be divorced the next 
day, as she had only married to get out of her 
mother’s clutches. 

I must tell you another trait: a young mail 
and woman were attached to each other, but 
could not marry because they had not a shilling. 
There was an old aunt of the girl’s who had a 
great deal of money, and who was in love with 
the young man. He encouraged her passion, and 
at last consented to become her husband on con¬ 
dition she made over all her property to him on 
their marriage. She did so; they were marrit^l, 
and her fortune put in his power. No sooni‘r 
was this done than he abandoned her, procured a 
divorce, and married her niece. 

The Blue Nuns arc cjuiet in their house, an<I 
live upon what they can earn. 

Lord Malmesbury is extremtiy attentive to 
me, and I hope I may be able to do him an 
essential service by bringing Sir .Sidney Smith's 
affair to a proper determination. I have evt*!*)* 
reason to expect I shall succeed. The hVcau'Ii 
ministers are exceedingly softened, and I l)eliev<* 
that I shall to-moiTow have, leave to S(ie him. 



COURTS OF PARIS, NAPLES, ETC. 


127 


The Jacobins appear to be the strongest in 
the Conseil cles Anciens, as appears by the re¬ 
jection of the petition for the examination into 
abuses. 

The ministers seem to go au devant de mes 
souhaiis; but they have overdone it, for they have 
named three chefs de bureau to treat with me, 
I wish they were three chefs de cuisine. My 
apartment here, in the Maison des Etrangers, 
is very dear, and I shall remove from thence as 
soon as I return from my tour, or know that I 
am to stay here some time. 

I dined to-day with Madame de Laborde. 


November 21st, 1796. 

I have been with the minister this morning, 
and have carried the point as to seeing Sir Sidney 
Smith. My letter for his release is also laid before 
the Dircctoire Exccutif and I hope will have its 
effect upon them. I shall probably have an inter¬ 
view with some of them officially, or by way of 
conversation. I have also obtained a passport for 
Major Gall, who sets out with his two daughters 
in a day or two, and will take' this packet. 

I heard a thing to-day which hurts me very 
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much—that the sotis-gouverneur des pages du roi 
(d’Alvimar) lost his life for having a letter of 
mine found among his papers. He must have 
kept it a long time, for I never wrote to him 
since May, 1792. 

Half the houses in Paris are confiscated. If 
the words Unite, Indivisibilite de la Republique, an^ 
upon it, it is a sign the house is employed in the 
public service, or that it is given to somebody 
under that pretext. If proprictS Nationalc is in¬ 
scribed, it means that it is not yet sold. 

Many churches are pulled down. People bu}’ 
them and estates, and begin repaying themselves 
the money advanced as first payment, by dilapi¬ 
dation and cutting down timber, &c. So that, if 
ever they were to be ousted, they would still have 
made an excellent bargain.^ 

Think of Major Gall’s daughters having been 
put in prison as accomplices in the taking of 
Toulon! 


November 22nd, 1796. 

I have received Gall’s passport, and an evasive 
answer about Smith. 

I Most of the chateaux were purchased with assignats 
by a company called la hand& noire, from their pulling clown 
the buildings and devastating the woods. 
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Les colonnes mobiles des Peres de famille are 
ordered out to garrison Landau and reinforce the 
army in Italy. 

Madame de Talaru and Cesarina have called 
on me. The latter has grown a stout, bold-looking 
girl—her chin d let Neron, During the time of 
terror, when they were hiding themselves and 
lived in constant fear and trembling, the mother 
was exhorting the girl to attend to her religious 
exercises. Ah, maman ! ” she said, comment 
est-ce qu’on pourroit penser a faire son salut a 
present ? ” 

A journal (I know not which) has found out 
that I had a son, page to Louis XVL, and that I 
and Lord Malmesbury are selected for our astuce 
and manque de foi; so it requests everyone to be 
upon their guard against us. As all I say and 
do may be known on the Pont Ncuf if they like 
it, you may be sure such stuff gives me no un¬ 
easiness. 

Madame du Paty has married her daughter 
Leonora to the son of Elie dc Beaumont. Made¬ 
moiselle d’Arbouville is in quiet possession of her 
property, and nobody knows the fate of her 
brother, poor Crooknose. The young Du Patys 
have been employed in planning, &c., upon the 
frontiers. 
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November 24th. 

I dined and spent a merry evening at Madame 
de Maulde’s. Her daughter Eugenie is a very 
fine girl. M. de Maulde resides at Melun, and 
deals in wood and charcoal. 

I have a letter from M. le Moine and his wife, 
full of friendship and tenderness. Her health is 
much impaired. They live at Mortagne, en Perche, 
upon the proceeds of a small estate in that neigh¬ 
bourhood, and contrive to make it do. Alas ! 
why am I poor ? I mean to go and sec their 
daughter, Madame des Entelles. 

I find Dominick Meade has a madame chez 
lui; for he sent me a letter from a young man of 
twenty-five who lives near him, quite a Nicodcmus 
or grand-cousin; and as it was addressed to an 
uncle at Martinees, he desired me to read it first 
lest it should contain anything improper. I accord¬ 
ingly opened it, and found mention of M. Meade, 
Anglais-Americain, fort aimable homme, ainsi quo 
Madame son epouse. The letter is worthy the pen 
of a comic writer, and I must copy one sentence. 

Si hi. (to his uncle, who is every now and then 
vous) me voyais, tu ne me reconnaitrois plus, tant 
je suis change. Je jouis d’une bonne sante, gras et 
gros comme un moine Benedictin. J’ai les cheveux 
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a la mode, long de cote comme des oreilles de 
chien. Je suis plus degourdi qu’a ma pension, 
oil j’avois Pair d’un grand nigaud; la moindre 
parole que je voulois parler on m’imposait silence, 
en disant que j’etais une bete,” &c., &c. 


NovcmbcY 26, 1796. 

I have a large parcel by the messenger, and 
am rather surprised at receiving no letters from 
you; but I had one from Mr, Marsh, and two 
from Lord Spencer, kind and confidential. Lord 
Malmesbury read me part of his despatch to-day, 
in which he speaks very handsomely of me to 
Lord Grenville. The minister here has given me 
leave to sec Sir Sidney Smith, but not the order 
for it, without which I cannot get admittance. I 
expect it to-morrow. 

I find, as far as my acquaintances go, that in 
Paris there are very few Republicans—almost all 
are Jacobins or Royalists. The former have great 
force, and the Directory tries to keep itself up by 
balancing one ]xirty against the other. There is 
great confusion and distress in the Government. 

Paris, without police, is full of robbers and 

CJ—2 
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murderers. Last night, at seven o’clock, a woman 
was assassinated in her own. room, not far from 
us. There is a great want of money; so much 
so as to make it necessary for Government to 
sei.ze upon the recette at the opera. 

I went yesterday to see the Museum, or 
Galerie du Louvre. The dimensions are wonder¬ 
ful, and contain crowds of chef-d'm^vres, mixed 
with bad French pictures. Robert, the painter, 
attends us, to show what is intended to be done. 
The length is prodigious, but the colour gray and 
unfavourable for pictures. Robert wishes the Direc¬ 
tory to make skylights, but they have no money. 
It will be very fine when the statues come into 
it; but there is hardly any light, and nowhere a 
good one, for the windows are all near the ground 
and much too low for the purpose of lighting up 
paintings. Only think ! When the Academicians 
opened out the plunder of Lombardy, they found 
nothing but copies ; so wise are their Mummii, 
and so sharp the Italians.^ 

Bonaparte gives but a lame account of himself 
and his troops in his last letter, talking of bad 


I If the Italians were too sharp for the French in this 
instance—an assertion much to be doubted—the latter amply 
revenged themselves at a later period, as was proved by the 
contents of the Louvre in 1814. 
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weather and terreiir paniqne. What must the truth 
be when they publish so much ? 

At last they have given a palliated account of 
the misfortunes of the flotilla of Dunkirk, which 
has been knocked to pieces by the sea. There 
are great disturbances there; officers hanged up 
by the sailors, others sent prisoners to Lille. 

Madame Campan keeps a boarding-school at 
St. Germain, and has fifty-six scholars.^ Her 
husband lives with her, and teaches the children 
music, &c. Her father died quite insolvent. Her 
sister, Madame Nugent, threw herself out of a 
window upon her husband's being arrested and 
herself denounced, I am assured that Madame 
Campan was cruelly calumniated in the Revolution. 

Isidore Lynch is here with Meade, doing 
nothing and living upon nothing, from his having 
remained en dmii caractcre in the French service. 
Had he gone to England, he might have had a 
regiment; and had he been j^ealous in the Revolu¬ 
tion, he would have had a command. 

I Madame Campan, femme de chamhre to Marie Antoi¬ 
nette. Amongst her scholars were Napoleon’s sister, Madame 
Murat, and Mademoiselle Beauharnais (Pauline). She was 
also appointed directress of the Orphan EvStablishinent of the 
Legion of Honour at Ecouen. Madame Campan was accused 
of acting towards some of her elhcs in a manner not highly 
creditable to her character or tlicir virtue. 
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I sat this morning listening to Madame dc 
Talaru, She is just as you left her, dressed in a 
heap as usual, and politiquant at a great rate. She 
lives in a very decent house, Rue de Bacq. 

You have no idea of the dearness of this 
place. I assure you I am obliged to calculate with 
my two pounds a day. They ask a louis d’or for 
a coach and coachman per day, and dinners arc 
extremely dear. 

I am assured d'Alvimar was not put to death 
for any letter of mine. 

Poor Kellet, the monk, has been reduced to 
want a morsel of bread during the scarcity, and 
drank only water. 

Sir Sidney Smith is assisted in the conveyance 
of his letters, &c., by two youngish women, who 
say it has been the business of their lives to assist 
prisoners. They take no money. 


Nove7nber 2gth, 1796. 

I fear the affair of Sir S. Smith will not 
succeed. Since Lord Malmesbury gave in a note 
declaring it to be the intention of our Government 
to retaliate, the business has taken a 7nauvaisc 
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toimiure, and the minister of marine (as I am told 
at his btmati) has been reprimanded about it, 
and will meddle no more ; so that all chance 
of my being allowed to see Sir Sidney is at an 
end. 

Lord M.'s instructions from Lord Grenville 
were so positive that he could not put it off any 
longer; it is ill-managed. We have an example in 
General O’Hara that the only way to deal with 
men who have overleaped the bounds of law and 
right is moderation, and patient watching for the 
proper moment. Things were going on so well! 
Probably a little further delay would have com¬ 
pleted the business. I see it en noir. 

This affair may also prove of evil consequence 
to the Choiseuls, taken at Calais, and already 
tried, but their judges declared incompetent by the 
Directory. The object of my mission will also be 
more difficult to accomplish, and I foresee a great 
deal of bad blood and haggling. I have the 
comfort to say it is no fault of mine, for I kept 
back the evil hour a fortnight. The Directory 
are very angry at Sir Sidney Smith’s release being 
so much insisted upon, and the cartel stopped 
on that account. They seem to wish that we 
should think they consider him as an incendiary. 

Cussy, the emigre, was guillotined yesterday. 
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I have just come from the petit Luxembourg, 
and from seeing Reubel receive petitions in his 
costume de directeur. Lynch was with me/ No 
one asked us any questions as we handed in 
Mesdames d’Aremberg and Brancas, who wanted 
to see Barras. We went upstairs through a great 
crowd, and through halls full of dragoons and 
grenadiers. The audience-room is a large scilou^ 
where Monsieur formerly received his company. 
A bar across the middle divides the simply curious 
from those who have petitions to present, who 
are admitted within the bars by two sentinels. 
Those who were merely spectators, like myself, 
remained without the rails. 

The room was filled with tagrag and bobtail; 
a crowd of women presenting mcmoidals, lame 
soldiers, &c., whilst aides-de-camp, secretaries and 
well-dressed fellows stood about the fireplace. 

The Directeur had a blackguard clerk, in a 
shabby great-coat (forming a contrast with his 
gewgaws), sitting near him at a table. Rcubcl 
attended by rotation for an hour. He was very 
elegantly clad, his hair well dressed, his waist¬ 
coat and pantaloons of white satin, with a blue 


I The same who was mayor of Bordeaux in 1814, and 
was amongst the first functionaries that recognised llu' 
Bourbons. 
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belt and blue ribands in his shoes, and a Roman 
sword hanging to a gold chain. Over all this a 
scarlet surtout or tabard, lined with white, faced 
and caped with white, and embroidered with 
gold. The cape wide and lying on the shoulders 
—the sleeves at the wrist turned back, and a 
Vandyck ruff. It is by no means a dignified 
habiliment; it wants amplitude and simplicity for 
a toga, and tightness as well as simplicity for a 
pahida 7 ncntum. His hat with feathers lay on the 
table, near which he stood all the time. 

The petitioners gave their memorials to the 
director; he stood between two soldiers with 
bayonets, who could read the papers over his 
shoulder. He perused them, and gave some 
answer or other. Behind him were hiiissiers, 
dressed in short black coats, with red caps and 
feathers, very like Crispin’s habit in the play, £ind 
quite as ludicrous. Some of the ministers stood 
round the fire. 

This puppet-show work cannot expedite busi¬ 
ness, but it amuses the people, and those who 
wei*e accustomed to solicit and plead. The popu¬ 
lace, easily fascinated by any humbug, went away 
satisfied that they had seen their chief take their 
memorials with his own hands, and gratis, although 
probably he never thought any more of half of 
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them. At one the great man bowed, and went 
into the inner room. 

I afterwards wrote to Truguet for leave to visit 
the depot, but with little hope of obtaining it, as 
Cottrau thinks the Directory are in a bad humour. 
Continual squibs and songs against the Govern¬ 
ment are stuck up in the streets, but no ballad- 
singers are seen about. 

Murders are numerous. The police knows who 
the assassins are, but is not strong enough to put 
a stop to them. The depravity of all ranks (if 
one can talk of ranks) is past belief. Everyone 
plunges into the mud-pool of vice as soon as he 
or she is strong enough to paddle in it without 
fear of parental or political control. Nothing can 
be more disastrous than the situation of a virtuous 
parent who has a son or daughter of an age to 
marry or to choose a profession. 

It appears to me that enormous fortunes have 
been made in these troublesome times; but this 
has not been the lot of a very great number of 
persons; for all pensions, rentes, interests, &c., 
being totally unproductive, farmers and peasants 
are refractory and hard to manage. Scarce any¬ 
body seems rich, or even at ease, in his circum¬ 
stances. 

Lord Malmesbury, who lodges at THotel de 
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la Grange Bateliere, is surrounded by spies, who 
are at all hours parading before the gate of his 
large court, which, as well as the apartments, 
faces the short street of that name leading to 
the Boulevards, and through the windows on both 
sides one may from the street see every person 
that moves in them. He only goes out in the 
morning to take a walk, in the evening to some 
theatre, and frequently sups with Mrs. Elliot, 
with whom I think I told you Dr. Gem was 
imprisoned four months. 

The doctor is eighty-two, and very stout. 
He was a violent democrat, but I fancy his prison 
and the strange work he has been witness to 
have cooled his ardour for the extremes of liberty. 
He is great-uncle to Mr. Huskisson, and a very 
good physician. His nephew was bred by him a 
surgeon, and was then as revolutionary as himself. 
He was made secretary of the Club des Feuillans,^ 
and when Lord Gower ^ came to be in want of a 
secretary, this young man was recommended to 
him as being the son of a Trentham tenant. This 


I The Club of Feuillans, established by Mirabeau, in 
the building of the old convent of that name, which then 
occupied a portion of the Rue Castiglione. 

2 George Granville, third Earl Gower, ambassador to 
the Court of France. 
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brought him to England, and his cleverness and 
knowledge of French recommended him to Dimdas, 
who probably is ignorant of that language. 

The women here in the morning all wear 
dark-purple or gray stocking? with orange clocks ; 
large coloured shawls over their shoulders, wigs 
and loose caps, with immense flapping wings to 
them — such figures ! You would be amused to 
see them tripping along the dirty streets, pulling 
their petticoats round them, and showing their 
legs up to the knees. The men all look like cut¬ 
throats, with their long hair falling over their 
faces, their coloured neck-handkerchiefs, strangc- 
cut coats, pantaloons, immense sticks, and fierce 
cocked hats. 

I supped last night with Madame dc Maulde, 
in company with the Commander de Dolomiere, 
who has adhered to the new order of things. 


Nove^nber ^oth, 1796. 

I have received letters from Sir S. Smith 
through the minister of marine. 

I begin to find myself assailed by very suspi¬ 
cious persons offering their services to the British 
Government, but am on my guard. 
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December 1796. 

It has snowed for a day or two, and now 
freezes, and is delightful on the Boulevards. I 
went last night with Lord Malmesbury to see the 
famous satire upon the convention, called VlnU- 
rieur d'un comite revolutionnaire, at the Theatre 
de la Cite.^ It is a very curious and extraordinary 
piece, which one can scarcely suppose would be 
tolerated. It has been stopped twice or thrice. 
Robespierre, Danton and others are taken off to 
the life, in action, voice, words and sentiments. 
The plot is nothing, but there are some witty hits; 
indeed, it turns the whole Revolution into ridicule, 
completely d la frani^aisc. 

I yesterday visited the Blue Nuns. It seemed 

I The following are the titles of some of the plays and 
comic operas most in vogue at this period, or, rather, a 
short time before:— Le Vous ct U Toi, comic opera; A has 
la Calotte, comedy; Les accords de Phillipot et Pamela, opera 
civico-matrimoiiico (this was a satire on the Duke d’Orleans 
and Madame de Genlis) ; A qiii sera penda le Premier, pro- 
verbe tragico-risible; Le mille et unieme tour de Marie Aji- 
toinette; Les Prcircs et Les Rois, vaudeville; LHntcrieur d'un 
Menage Rcpiihlicain; Le Tomheaa des Imposteurs, sansculottade 
drarnatique; Les vrais sans culottes; Le Jugement dernier des 
Rais; La Guillotine d'Amour, &c., &c. The wit of the last 
piece depended upon a lover, who, on attempting to climb 
into the apartment of his mistress, was caught by the window 
hilling upon his neck and holding him prisoner until the 
police came round and took him up as a thief. Windows 
made as in England are still called d la guillotine. 
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SO odd to go in at once. St. Ursula did not 
know me. Mrs. Green looks old. They appeared 
comfortable, and I advised them to remain quietly 
where they are, and not to think of going to 
England, as some advise them. Their convent 
has been in ruins, but their property is restored 
to them, and they will do very well if another 
storm does not come. 

I walked to Chaillot, looking at the views. 
The Bonshommes church is pulled down, as well 
as the statues at the Barrieres. 

Robert Dillon has married a rich widow, and 
from having lost his hand was never molested. 
Rochegude, absorbed in bibliomania, lives on his 
pay as deputy. 

After great delays and difficulties I have ob¬ 
tained passports for Major Gall and his sister 
and daughters, and he sets out to-morrow, taking 
this packet. I assure you, notwithstanding all my 
trouble and anxiety about it, I have had a treat 
in rendering them so essential a service. Had he 
been the most disagreeable of men, I still should 
have rejoiced to serve the father of a family, and 
restore him to his children. 

Heavens! what a luxury it must be to be rich 
and powerful, since the trifling mission I am sent 
upon has already furnished me with many most 
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delicious moments, by affording me an opportunity 
of serving and obliging. I am not one of those 
who think there is no gratitude in man ; on the 
contrary, I am persuaded, from my own experience, 
that there is a great deal of it in the world. The 
almost sole pleasure of my present situation is the 
power of rendering dc petifs services, and sometimes 
very essential ones, to the persons who ask for 
them. 

I wish I had time to take a trip to St. Ger¬ 
main, to see poor Basile, who writes me word— 
yon saw me last I was working for pleasure 
in my garden, and now it is for a livelihood; it is 
my only su[)port.’' The tears fell from my cheeks 
as I read his letter, so full of onciion and of cordial 
affection. 

To return to Major Gall, whom I have left 
in a Shaiidying style. I think oiir friends, al sulito, 
havij tak(!n him cn grippe^ because he is now poor. 
II is fortune was placed in ITance, and then came 
tht^ deluge, which swept all fortuiuis from the face 
of the earth, lie is cheerful, grate‘ful, sensible and 
well-informed—f/z/r votdez votes de plus? 

I do not suppose any of my letters can mis¬ 
carry; but as I writci a rc;gidar account of every¬ 
thing (fauk d'ivmtscuicnl), pray acknowledge their 
retceipt. 
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I have a good friend in Lord Spencer. We 
are in constant correspondence, and I have sent 
him some books. 

News is come of the surrender of Mantua.^ 
The other day, when the Directory sent an account 
of Bonaparte’s victory to the five hundred, it was 
received with great coldness, and they passed to 
the order of the day. 

I have seen Mentelli, the geographer, member 
of the Institute, who is lodged in the Louvre. 
He has a globe map so large that you can creep 
in to behold the heavenly movements. 

I am to enter upon the business of my mission 
on the loth, having received an official note from 
my three co-operators; and high time it is for the 
poor prisoners, for frost and snow are set in with 
great severity, and numbers of them are in want 
of clothes and fuel. I hope soon to be able to 


I The fall of this place leads me to think of the battle of 
Marengo, which followed it, and thence of an anecdote rela¬ 
tive to the death of Dessaix. All the world has been given to 
understand that this brave soldier died with these remarkabkj 
words upon his lips: Allez dire au premier Consul, que jc 
meiirs avec U regret de ne pas avoir assez fait pour la patrky 
Now, it is affirmed, by an eye-witness, that all Dessaix really 
did say, on receiving his mortal wound, was Jc suis 
Cambron, at Waterloo, is reported to have exclaimed, “ La 
garde meurt, mais ne se rend pas ”; an absurdity, when at that 
moment the guard was in full flight. 
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assist them. It is well I had Sir S. Smith's busi¬ 
ness to occupy me, or I should have sccM sur 
pied for want of employment. 

I hear frequently from Le Moine, in better 
English than he used to write. By his account 
he is very decently provided for from his little 
estate. What a new race is now in possession of 
France! But I think that in a generation or two, 
d quelquc chose pres, the people will be just like 
their predecessors. It will require great efforts to 
re-establish an appearance even of morality, decency 
and probity, which was nearly the sum-total of 
what existed before. At the present crisis, im¬ 
morality is at its height. Education and laws 
well enforced may bring things back to order; but 
I look upon the younger part of the generation— 
I mean such as were about seventeen at the 
beginning of the Revolution — as irretrievable. 
Very little can be expected even from those 
who are now of that age. Future good citizens 
and men of honour can only bc‘ hoped for from 
the number of those who are now ten yeaxs 
old. 

I think there is sucli a lassitude in the whole 
nation, such a horror of being forced to fresh 
exertions of any kind, that those who at present 
rule will find it an eas}' matter to pre\'ent any 
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serious revolution or return of monarchy.^ It 
is the nature of the French to make vigorous 
efforts 'while full of enthusiasm ; to push every¬ 
thing to extremes, and then to be quite tired of 
the struggle, and suffer their neck to be bowed 
again to some yoke or other, provided, as formerly, 
they may amuse themselves by roaring in your 
ears the splendour of the Court and the glory of 
the monarch ; or, in the present system, the 
liberty, indivisibility, equality and unity of thc^ 
Republic. 

On most of the walls they have scratched out 
the finale, ou la mort, and on the Palais Bourbon, 
where the five hundred are to meet, there is put 
instead of it Hamanite et Justice. 

The imbecility of all the Princes is a great 
bar to a return to royalty, and I really think the 
present system will take root, if no unexpected 
convulsion happens. The rulers are much hated, 
and treated with a disrespect of language never 
used but in the latter days of Louis XV. Tlujy 
seem to be afraid of venturing out. Au rcstc, theuTi 
is employment enough for them at home, for tlu^ 
finances are in a very exhausted state. 

Carnot has gained ground wonderfully, by all 

I The Revolution of the 9th Brumairc, which placed 
Napoleon on the throne, proves the fallacy of this prediction. 



accounts, and promises to increase in power and 
reputation of genius. 

The Republic requires to fall into the hands 
of some able charioteer. At present, money is so 
much the deity of every man’s worship, and those 
who acquire it lavish it so profusely in the grati¬ 
fication of every passion, that one can form no 
guess when any great and good man is to make 
his appearance. But if the present powers can 
but keep the country quiet, the vast bulk alone 
of the Empire will settle itself into consistency 
and order by its own weight. Thirty-six millions 
of men wall not long continue in an uncomfortable 
situation where the force is in their own hands ; 
and, by degrees, that regularity and order ne¬ 
cessary for the existence even of a gang of 
robbers must overpower anarchy and vice, or 
perish. 

You will laugh, perhaps, at all this political 
tiradebut I am quietly seated by my fireside, 
waiting for a person to go and see Mr. Boyd's 
house and furniture, from which I hav(^ got the 
seals removed ; and I put down my idcras as 
they arise, by way of conversation witfi you. 

You must expect, in th(‘ conrsci of corre¬ 
spondence, many variations in my opinitai, beca.usc 
every day presents objects in a different light, 


10—-2 
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and I describe them as I see them at the moment. 
Hereafter, perhaps, a comparative view may lead 
to the truth. 

The way poor, fat Laborde lost his life was 
this: in Robespierre’s time, scarcely anything was 
more criminal than being out late at night and 
driving in a cabriolet. His son, Auguste, supped 
with some gay ladies and stayed very late ; so 
about two in the morning he drives away in a 
gig—is stopped by the first patrol, and asked who 
he is—''Laborde.”—^‘Quoi, fils du riche?”—"Non, 
du fermier general.” — 'tOu est-il, le pere?”—'^A 
tel endroit.”—" Quoi! il n’est-pas mort, avee Ics 
autres fermiers generaux ? on nous avoit done 
trompes.” And the next morning the hell-hounds 
were despatched, and the father taken to prison, 
all by his son’s dissipation and folly. 

Harry’s protege^ M'Grogan, has been to see 
me, full of gratitude for his kindness, which he 
has expressed warmly to his friend Barras. He 
told me he had been to the reception of an am¬ 
bassador, and heard Barras speak so elegantly! 
such fine French delivery 1 I could not help 
smiling. What a critical ear Mr. M'Grogan must 
have! 

Lord Malmesbury has a good deal of diplo¬ 
matic morgue, yet seems indolently inclined. Ht.:, 
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however, is willing to make the most of anything 
I can do, tell, or suggest. 


December 12th, 1796. 

Madame des Entelles tells me her father wishes 
me to sanction his translation of Milton. There 
have been ten already both in verse and prose, 
and none now would sell — but it is his hobby¬ 
horse, poor man I 

I have been to PHotel de Nesle, w'here all the 
pictures, vases, &c., taken out of the emigrants’ 
houses, are deposited. The Directory have car¬ 
ried off all the best to furnish their apartments, 
public and private, as well as those of other 
officers. Most of those remaining are marked 
M. for the Musee, D. for the Directoire, and Cm. 
or N., the latter being for Madame de Nort, the 
divorced wife of the African Vaillant, who has 
sold his birds to the nation, and is repaid in 
pictures. 

At the Petits Augustins they have collectcid 
all the tombs, statues, busts, epitaphs, &c., from 
the demolished churches; they are all piled up 
in the court, or ranged in borders like the par- 
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iems of a garden. The colossal figures, from the 
top of the St. Sulpice, are placed close to one’s 
eye, and Cardinal Richelieu’s famous monument 
from the Sorbonne is exposed to all sorts of in¬ 
jury in the court. 

When' the Sans Culottes took up all the royal 
bodies to throw them into a hole, they found 
that of Henri Quatre quite fresh and recognis¬ 
able^—the wound in his side bloody; and the 
wretches amused themselves with pulling his beard 
and whiskers! 


December 1315/^, 1796. 

Basile was with me this morning, white-haired 
with poverty, chagrin and imprisonment. The 
Vicaire de Menil, being turned out in the general 
dissolution of priesthood, married a nun, whom he 
divorced and took again. He now is rcgisscur to 
M. Lenchere, a millionaire de nouvelle date, who 
has bought Maisons. Aumont, the Vicaire de 
Maison, has behaved well through all vicissitudes, 
and earns his livelihood at the post-office. 

Taxes and cesses force everyone to sell their 

I A cast was made from it, with the beard and mous¬ 
tache still complete. 
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furniture, and the Palais de PEgalite is full of 
auctions every night, where things sell very low. 


December 1796. 

I am in a new lodging in the Rue Honore,^ 
opposite VAssomptioii, There is nothing between 
me and the garden of the Tuileries but a wall, 
so that I have the sun on my windows from the 
time of its rising at this season of the year, and 
am very comfortable; but the frost is intense. 

I have had the first conference, and dined 
to-day with Cottrau, the chef dc bureau., and his 
wife, a very pretty woman, at Sir George Chad’s, 
a Norfolk man, lately dubbed. He came strongly 
recommended to Cottrau, who has got him pass¬ 
ports to go through France and Italy to the 
baths of Pisa. Pie seems a good sort of man 
and invited me to a sumptuous repas, having met 
me at the Bureau. 


December 16th, 1796. 

I am frozen by the fireside. Poor Major Gall 
has been pursued by misfortunes; for no sooner 


I Tlu.; word Saint was abolished. 



152 


LETTERS FROM THE 


had he sailed out of Calais than he was over¬ 
taken by a French privateer. The vessel was 
seized and carried into Dunkirk under pretence 
of specie being smuggled out the country, <S:c. 
However, in his letter he says he was on the 
point of sailing, and that it would not be sent 
off until he was clear of the coast. 


December lyth, 1796. 

Yesterday was a charming day, and I took a 
walk to Auteuil, where I found everything as com¬ 
fortable as it used to be. Madame dc I:>ouiflers 
is grown quite thin. Emmanuel is no longer a 
beauty, but grown into an ugly, red-haired boy. 

I then went to see Mr. Boyd’s house at 
Boulogne, which is inhabited by somebody who 
bought it of the nation. 

Ma petite santc devient grande, for I grow fat. 
Everybody cries out at my looks. I do not 
wonder, for everyone here seems twenty years 
older than when I went away, with white hair, 
wizened faces, &c. 

The women here dress very well in the 
evening; I mean those who do not puf on (or 
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rather put off) fancy dresses, which are un pen trop 
fort. The horrid length of naked arms above the 
elbow starves one to look at. Their waists are 
not too short, like our fashionables in England. 
Wine of the first quality is now almost as cheap 
as the commonest sorts, by reason of the stagna¬ 
tion of commerce. 

I have left my name at the Marquis del 
Campo’s (the Spanish minister), with a polite 
note, but have not heard of him since. He is so 
great a courtier that here he signs Campo, tout 
court.'' If he goes anywhere else, where democracy 
is still more exalted, he will, of course, sink lower, 
and call himself— ''Pol" 

The saints arc gradually regaining possession 
of their posts in the titles of streets. Honest men, 
and men of parts and education, are by degrees 
rising to their natural level and regaining their 
proper ascendancy over the unlettered, strong, 
ferocious animals. Mankind, by the superiority of 
mind and pliability of its organs, has subdued 
every other animal; and, by the same irresistible 
force, wisdom, virtue, learning and skill must over¬ 
come the savage part of mankind in a short time. 
The latter have no chance of maintaining the 
superiority which bodily strength and numbers 
give thchi, but by a total destruction and annihi- 
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lation of arts, sciences, books, tradition, and all 
that ever knew anything. 

Sir Sidney Smith was yesterday interrogated 
by a judge. 


December 20th, 1796. 

Lord Malmesbury, who will carry this letter, 
received orders this morning to quit Paris in 
forty-eight hours, as the terms he has offered 
were contrary to the laws, constitution and 
treaties of the Republic. He will set out to¬ 
morrow. As yet I have not heard that I am 
to follow him, although several people have taken 
pains to represent me to the Directory as partici¬ 
pating in his mission, and being an accredited 
spy upon public opinion. 

I am pestered with men and women that 
offer their services for England, for Sir Sidney, 
or for the devil knows who; but I have a visage 
de hois for them all. I shut myself up still more 
in my bandbox and attend to business as far as 
I am able. 

I am at 1 ’Hotel des Carmes, in a very large 
salon, with half-a-dozen screens and a comfortable 
bed-chamber. My secretary is also lodged mag- 
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nifiquement. But we were nearly frozen to death 
before the thaw. I have fixed my table and 
lodging expenses and wages as cheap as I could, 
and when all is paid, have not more left than 
ten or twelve francs for plays or coach-hire. 

I have to-day sent in a petition for the Blue 
Nuns to President Barras. I had asked to see 
him, but the clouds of the moment render it im¬ 
possible. 


December 2^th, 1796. 

A merry Christmas to you all, and a good 
appetite for your goose-pies and mince-pies. I 
am neither merry nor sad, but should be happier 
in any clime or situation if I had you all round me. 

You see by this I have survived our minister 
four days at least, and I conclude I shall remain 
quiet here. I say here, because it appears as if 
I should not be suffered to move from hence for 
some time. 

I spare no pains, and by means of corifespon- 
dents, succeed much in gaining proper accounts 
of prisons and prisoners, I hope to be of almost 
(not quite) as much use as if I were on the spot. 
I have already procured some lists, and sent 
relief to "several places. 
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One of my correspondents is Mr. Mitford, a 
brother of Lady Charles Annesley, who resides 
at xVmiens. Perreganx, the banker, is extremely 
friendly and useful to me in this respect, and is 
always ready with open purse-strings. His daugh¬ 
ter is a very smart, pretty girl.^ 

Nothing can exceed Madame de Laborde’s 
attention to me. She is settled in her fine house, 
Rue d’Artois (now Cersette). I went wdth her 
and her daughter to the Lycee Repiiblicain, to 
hear La Harpe read an “ Analyse de Zaire.” 
Afterwards I’Abbe Morellet gave us an account 
of his own examination by the Comite Revolu¬ 
tion naire. 

Madame de Foix had a ball the other night, 
l)nt I was I'dzy, and did not go. How comically 
1 should have been accoutred, in worsted stock¬ 
ings and half boots, with a red handkerchief round 
my neck ! Such is the ball costume at present. 


January 2nd, 1797. 

Since my last, I have little to say, beyond 
wishing you all a happy new year. I hardly go 

I She afterwards bccauie Duchess de Rapjusc (Mar- 
inoiit). 
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anywhere, and as to plays and balls, I have not 
been to a public place for a month. I expected 
a few da}^s ago that my turn was come, and that 
I was to be ordered to follow Lord Malmesbury ; 
but things appear to have taken another twist, and 
I fancy I am to stay. I had a hint given me the 
other day that I should have something soon to do, 
more than the administration had first intended. 
If so, I should rejoice at the opportunity given me 
of showing that I am capable of managing more 
important concerns than those I am charged with. 

I received a letter from La Croix, the miiiisirc 
clcs affaires iiilerieurcs, who, by order of the 
Directory, wislu^d to sec m}^ commission. I called 
on him with it, at his sumptuous Hotel de 
Gallifet. He was civil enough in his way, but 
appeared ignorant of the nature of our commis¬ 
sion. (He kept mine.) He was in a long close 
coat, and wore his hair very long and powdered, 
without a queue. He is a tall, vulgar man. 

I also \vait(xl upon Merlin det Doiiay, ininisire 
dc la Justice, about Sir Sidney, whom I asked to 
see, but in vain. This one was nicely powdered 
and pig-taile<l, with spc^ctacles. 

The Directory have found the means to be re¬ 
chosen contrary to law, and to lill up vacancies 
themselves in the college. 
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D’Alvarade pretends to me that he has taken 
great pains to dissuade Reubel from ordering me 
out of France. I was last night at the American 
consul’s, Mr. Mountflorence. His name is Cole; 
but because a Cole in Ireland is Viscount Mount¬ 
florence, this man calls himself so. I met Mr. and 
Mrs. Pinkney there. 


Janimry gth, 1797. 

You do not write often enough. Consider how 
precious a letter is to me, a poor solitary hermit 
de la Rue Honore. I understand La Croix wivshed 
to send me away, and said my powers were in¬ 
sufficient ; but the commissioners stepped forward 
and the matter was cleared up. My commission 
is to be sent back, with an apology and a request 
to look upon the thing as non avenne. 

My conduct in this instance, as in everything 
else since I came here, is so correct that the more 
it is pried into the better I shall be satisfied. I 
experience every civility from the Marine, and am 
glad to be on a fair and good footing with tlui 
persons I have to meet upon business. 

I had not been at a public place since Lord 
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Malmesbury went away; not from my mourning 
for that event, bat from my want of somebody to 
force me out. But the other day I emerged, and 
honoured with my presence a morning concert at 
M. Senovert’s, who was an officer, and son to a 
president of Toulouse, but is now a snuff-merchant. 
He went over to England with Monneron last 
year, to offer a negotiation, but got no farther 
than Canterbury. He occupies Madame de Polig- 
nac’s hotel. Rue St. Dominique. 

The company assembled at two. The men 
were clean,^ many in English dresses, but there 
were also a good many extravagants, or incroyables, 
C7i oreilles dc chien; that is, with their hair plaited 
and done up very tight behind, like an old- 
fashioned chignon, and in front two curls or 
tresses a foot long, just parted in the middle of 
the forehead and hanging down the cheeks upon 
the waistcoat. Two of them I remarked as being 
particularly ridiculous ; one side only was in curls 

I This reminds me of a somewhat similar observation 

made by Lord -, who, being at Brussels immediately 

after the arrival of King Leopold, in 1831, and having re¬ 
turned to it again three years after, exclaimed, “ Things 
are mightily improved since my last visit; for then, when 
I went to dine out, I was obliged to walk through a 
puddle to take the polish off my boots, as I did not like to 
look particular. Now they actually all clean their boots 
and shoes* with French varnish I ” 
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hanging down, the other drawn back with the 
hair behind. 

The women were all in wigs, generally as 
different as possible from the true colour of thtar 
hair; their faces almost totally obscured. Their 
caps and hats had much gold and velvet, and 
very small feathers; their waists immoderate.ly 
short, their faces daubed, their necks covered, 
their gowns muslin, with a great profusion of 
gold spangles and gold fringe. 

We had some excellent singing by Garat, 
who has a delightful voice and great taste; and 
as he was there as one of the company, perfc^ctly 
at his ease, he sang jovially and without bi!ing 
asked. He has thirty thousand livres for twelves 
nights at the theatre. A Madctmoiselle Molinos 
played on the harp, and Madcmoiselk: dii h'n^snoy 
on the piano, in an astonishing manmir. 

At half-past four we sat down to a grand 
dejeuner; then concertoed till ttui; then suppeil; 
then danced —(pas moi)—it would not have suitt'd 
my diplomatic dignity, and still less my gray 
hairs ; for I am grown very gray from living with 
Lord Malmesbury. 

The late Bishop of Angers, Citoyen de 

Lory, lives a few doors off from nu;, avee sa petih' 
gouvcrnanic, ci son ban inagoi d'ccus. ('itoynn dhtrsaii 
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sends his compliments to 3^ou. Yesterda^^ I dined 
with Cubieres (late ccuyer cavalcadour du Roi), 
whom you remember with a prett}^ house and 
garden at Versailles. He is a wit and very 
merry. He is engaged in the fournihires de join 
pour la Repuhliqiie^ 

The other night Madame de Valence^ gave a 
ball, chcz ma tante^ to a vast number of ci-dcvants^^ 
who ate and drank, laughed and danced as if they 
had not a friend absent or one murdered—when, 
behold 1 in comes Madame Tallien, and all the 
women went away. Can you imagine such folly, 
in their circumstances and misfortunes ? I will 
venture to say there was scarcely one but liad 
directly or indirectly asked, or will soon ask, a 
favour of that woman, whose greatest crimes, per¬ 
haps, are her beauty and her riches. 

M. d’Hautefort maintains a ^rand ctat, and 
gives the best concerts and diners Jim in Paris, 
without any other means but his old ones. Madame 
de Maulde and her daughters visited and dined 
there, as they arc ever in the same court ; but 
they found out that Mademoiselle Ilenriette, whom 


1 Daughter of Madame de Cicnlis. 

2 Ma iuntc was the uickname for Madame de Moutesson. 
'Hie ci-di'vftnis were the cx-iiobility, 

VOL. n II 
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he introduced to them as his pupillc^ was quclqui 
chose de plus; so they go there no more. 

All the dead trees in the Tuileries arc taken 
away, and young ones planted in their place. 

M. de Maulde expects to be a deputy, and 
would otherwise be employed in the diplomatic 
line. 

Dr. Gem tells me he has such an idea <)f 
my philosophical love of truth and dignity, that 
he was sure I would not have accepted an 
embassy. 

Count Benincasa has enclosed to me a heap 
of improper letters, which I opened, and found onc^ 
full of equivocal, cipherous phrases, cousus de Jil 
blanc, and another directed to Citoyen Grangibiis; 
so I made a bonfire of them. Do not say I was 
cross; for, voyez-votts, supposing my letters cornci 
unopened, and I were to send them, the person 
is taken up, and the papers are found in his 
bureau. '' How did you come by them ? ” ''1 

received them from le commissionnaire Anglais 
—who sleeps the next night at Chantilly! 

To return to Benincasa,^ he has vexed many 
people by the ridiculous observations in his book. 


I Count Bartholomeo Benincasa, author of a work called 
“Les Morlaques,” and of other publications of •a satirical 
kind. 
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I cannot conceive whom you mean by Mrs. 
Talbot and her niece Justinia, and how they want 
me to serve them. I have no list with me but 
that of figures, which cannot be employed, as 
being evidently a cipher; therefore, pray do not 
write aniphibologiquement, except when you are 
very sure I must recollect. You know I am not 
quick at deciphering, and never could guess any¬ 
thing. Indeed, I hate the trouble of it, which 
some people like. Do you not remember my 
making a charade in going to Paris, and when 
I returned to Menil, having forgotten to write 
down the solution, I could not make out what 
it was ? 

I dined yesterday at Cannel d’Anville’s with 
Hovel, the painter, of Sicily. There was a large 
company of men ; and a very pretty housekeeper 
directed the service, helped the guests, and then 
sat on a chair behind, without attending to the 
free conversation that passed at table. The Cannels 
arc great merchants, and have now the looking- 
glass manufactory; but I thing the bad sales, 
destruction of all credit, and want of exportation, 
must ruin any adventurer in that trade. 

The Countess Amelie de Boufflers’ husband 
has been long dead, and there is a suspicion that 

she is inarried again to M. Chevalier, her son’s 

II —2 
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tutor. He saved all their lives. I do not believe 
the report of her having married him: ''pour 
aiitrement — pmt-HreJ' ^ 

I did not find old Madame de Boufflers cross ; 
she used to be so formerly; also in other respects, 
which shall be nameless, she is much improved: 
c'etait do Vancien regime. Madame Lorenzi is at 
Auteuil. I see Madame de Laborde often. Natalie 
has lost her son. 

I meet the American consul sometimes at 
dinner; but his nation is now on so ticklish a 
footing with ours, that he seems frightened to 
death if I even pass near him. 

I am sure Dundas and Huskisson did not 
forget me when they talked me over with the 
King. I have every reason to flatter myself I am 
approved of on both sides. Indeed, I have kept 
clear of all dirty connections, and hope to steer 
my vessel through all plots and nonsense, and 
complete my mission frankly and loyally to their 
hearts’ desire. I trust, therefore, the old gentle¬ 
man is not likely to be laid on the shelf. But I 
should not talk so much of him, for I assure you 
I am in such health and looks, and such a smart 

I A lady interrogating a gentleman who was paying 
attention to her daughter, asked him, “ Est-ce pour le 
mariage, ou autrement ? ” “ Pour autrement,” said he. 
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beau blondin, that I am afraid to go in a carriage 
in the dark —presque scul} 


January iZtJi, 1797. 

I send you two prints of the present dresses 
of Paris, done by Vernet’s son, and not the least 
caricatured, however extraordinary they may appear 
to you. What a change even the two months I 
have been here have made in dress, manners, &c. ! 
The return of tranquility and diminution of terror 
in the minds of belles, beaux, and dastardly 
honncics gens, who, in fact, deserve no name but 
that of egotists, have produced a wonderful im¬ 
provement and increase ■ of luxury. The quantity 
of handsome carriages just come out; the circum¬ 
stance of servants again getting up behind them, 
and being better dressed ; abbes and others 
walking chapeatt bas; the men more elegantly and 
the women more richly habited, strike my eyes 
as I move about in private and in public. I have 
this day, for the first time, seen a vinaigrette} 

1 M. de B. enquiring of the pretty M. cle T. if she was 
going quite alone into the country, the lady answered, 
“ Presque seulcP 

2 A species of sedan chair upon two wheels. These 
vehicles were introduced when all the horses in Paris were 
put in requisition for the army. 
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Yesterday, Madame de Gontaut gave as fine 
a ball as ever was given in days of yore; three 
hundred of the company had lost near relations 
by the guillotine! Some of the men there danced 
with their hats on and with red heels. Two of 
the ministers (I do not mean foreign ones) were 
present. 

I saw advertised in the “Journal do Paris,” 
“ Recueil de toutes les pieces en faveur de Louis Seize, 
par Guyard, auteur de sa Defense.^^^ 


I Another curious publication had preceded it. This 
was the dreadful catalogue of the victims of the guillotine. 
It was first published in numbers, and was entitled, “ Listc 
generate et trh exacU des noms, ages, et qiialites, de tons les coU' 
spiraUurs qui ont etes condamnes d mort par le Tribunal Revo- 
liitionnaire, Van 2 de la Republique, une et indivisible et 
imperissableT The first eleven numbers, in my possession, 
contain the names of two thousand seven hundred victims. 
It may not be irrelevant to mention that this instrument of 
death was invented, before the Revolution, by a Dr. Guillotin, 
with the philanthropic intention of shortening the sufierings of 
criminals. The projector went mad when he discovered the 
horrible purposes to which his invention was applied. It will 
scarcely be believed that when this machine was erected en 
permanence upon the Place Carousel, the children used to 
climb upon the scaffold and amuse themselves by putting 
their heads through the hole still dripping with blood; and 
if anyone, more timid than the others, evinced repugnance 
at the sight, he was assailed and maltreated as an aris¬ 
tocrat. The people were so accustomed to the guillotine, 
that the word seemed to be identified with the maimers and 
thoughts of the day. The very ballad-singers uso^l to chant 
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I dined yesterday at Neilson’s with La Harpe, 
Henri la Riviere, and M. Chevenix, son of an Irish 
bishop, and we all adjourned to the Lycee to hear 
La Harpe dissert on Merope ”; but he had taken 
more of the Burgundian than the Castalian spring, 
and made very dull stuff of his speech. 

Carmelite, boue do Paris, and purple, are now the 
fashionable colours for women. 

How dear Paris has grown! Every article of 
dress costs nearly double what it did ten years ago. 
I am compelled to be very economical with my 
two pounds a day, and can hardly make it do. 

Except at balls, all descriptions of women cover 
their necks very much ; most of them cover their 
shoulders and half their bodies with large coloured 
handkerchiefs, generally purple, with broad borders 
of rose colour or orange. Men wear coloured 
handkerchiefs as cravats. 

I find your friend Le Maitre was looked upon 
as a maiivaisc tctc, and was enveloped in a foolish 

its merits. The following is a sample of one of their songs : 

“La guillotine cst un joujoii, 

Aujourdhui des plus a la mode; 
j'en vciix on hois d’acajou, 

Que je mettrai sur ma commode, 
je Tessaycrai soir et matin, 

Afin que, n’^tant point novice, 

Jo sois pr^t dds le lendemain, 

En cas que je sois de service.” 
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correspondence, which was intercepted and caused 
his death. 

Many people think M. de Rohan (Chabot that 
was) will marry little Madame Laborde. Others 
say, il cst trop frivole pour cela, 

Madame de Nort, who has a large collection 
of original pictures to sell, where I have been 
selecting some for Benfield,^ is the wife of Vail- 
lant, the ornitho-catcher. She has retaken her 
maiden name, because, after being three years 
absent, he came back with a new wife and three 
children. She has a son ; so, by agreement be¬ 
tween his father and her, she has got possession 
of his cabinet of birds, which she parted with 
to the nation, and in return they have given her 
what they think the sweeping of the emigrant 
plunder ; but there are many charming things 
amongst them. 

I do not think I shall have any difficulty in 
obtaining from the Directory leave for poor Du¬ 
rand^ to return to his plough, though not to his 
vicarage, if he wishes it. My situation puts me 
in the way of seeing many people, and of making 
pleasant acquaintances; but le coin de mon fen me 
seduitj and I do not go about much. 

I Brother-in-law to Mr. Swinburne. 

■z Tutor to his children. 
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The Dutch ambassador gave a great ball the 
other night (I forget on what occasion), and the 
doors of his court were shut at nine, and only 
re-opened at eight the next morning—a ball of 
liberty ! Some gentlemen, whose wives were ill 
from the heat, were obliged to use force to get 
the doors opened. 


January 22nd, 1797. 

No letter from you in this last packet. I only 
wish the folks who intercept them would forward 
them after reading their contents. I enclose one 
from Abbe Durand’s father to me, which will give 
the poor fellow pleasure. All the Durands in the 
world seem to enjoy good health; they seem to 
be a numerous clan. A gentleman here, for whom 
I got a friend released, has presented me with a 
perpetual ticket for the opera, so you may imagine 
I never go ; but my Lord Findlater,^ alias my 
secretary, does, and tells me all about it. There 
is a charming piece given now, called Anacreon 
chez Polycrak, 

I Alhulin^^ to the repeated answers given by Lady Find* 
later to George 11 . when, at her presentation, he asked her 
if she had been to the opera, museums, &c. “ No, sir, but my 

Lord londfater has.” 
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I met to-day at Tersan’s your old acquaint¬ 
ance I’Abbe de Londres, as brisk as bottled ale, 
and ten years younger than he was when we knew 
him. Tersan tells me that Le Vaillant's ci-dcvanl 
wife has taken to herself another husband. 

The Directory went yesterday to Notre Dame 
in procession, to commemorate the King's execu¬ 
tion. They were in their own plain coaches, one 
servant out of livery behind, themselves en grand 
costume ; a number of troops before, trumpeting, 
&c. There was no crowd, and the mob was quite 
quiet. I stood to see them at my ease on the 
Pont Neuf. In Notre Dame they sat under the 
centre tower, where the bells used to hang, and 
some people, who had got up there to see, pulled 
down through the poles a shower of dust and dirt 
upon Reubel’s head. 

Natalie’s son died in London, where he was 
with his father, and was, they think, doctored to 
death. She was in dreadful grief when the news 
was broken to her. 

I dined yesterda}^ with Perregaiix and la bclki 
Hortense. 

I am much better since I got back to my old 
air of Faubourg St. Germain ; the excessive noise 
of the Rue Honore gave me headaches. I am now 
in the Maison d’Orleans, Rue deS' Petits Augustins. 
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J^aniiary 2jth, 1797. 

At length I have received your packet, and 
make amende honorable to all the autorites constitii- 
Honnelles, whom I suspected of having so long 
intercepted our correspondence. The volume of 
letters before me will exceed my time to-day, and 
even to-morrow, to answer fully, because I must 
indulge in the pleasure of reading them over and 
over savoitrer their contents. Some parts are 
quite unintelligible to me, as I have no cipher or 
key; for example, I puzzle my brains in vain to 
comprehend who Justinia and her Methodist aunt 
are.^ I went to bed in despair, and lay awake I 
don’t know how long without succeeding in finding 
it out, and am no wiser this morning. 

I dined yesterday with Perregaux, whose 
cordial kindness to me I am apt to acknowledge 
in every letter, and there met Talleyrand, ex¬ 
bishop of Autun, lately returned from America. 
We renewed acquaintance very well. He is a very 
pleasant man, though a diable boitenx. He is 
moving heaven and earth to get employed by the 
Directory. We had also my old friend St. Foix, 

I This was intended for Justin, the young Marquis de 
Talaru, and his uncle I’Ev^que de Coutances, who wished 
to be allowed to re-enter France from emigration. 
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who is now a great crony of Talleyrand’s, and 
Simon Dumesny, grandson of Helvetius. 

M. Perignon has invited me to dinner for 
next Decade, and adds this apostille: Les repre- 
sentans Portalis, Cambaceres, et Isnard, qui doiveiit 
etre des notres, s’applaudissent beaucoup dc voiis 
connoitre; je partage leur empressemcnt, et j’osci 
esperer que vous ne vous refuserez pas a nos desirs 
communs.” 

The newspapers dixere quid essent hi homines; 
but I shall be glad to know them in spite of Mr. 
Burke’s broad R. 

I meet with great civility from people I never 
knew before, and by remaining quiet, recneilli and 
steady, I shall not risk losing any ground, and I 
may gain. 

The other day the municipality of Melun wrotti 
to the Ministre de I’lnterieur a petition, and signcjcl 
it, Votre tres humble et tres obeissante scrvante, 
la municipality de Melun.” 

M- d’Hautefort lives at an immense rate, giving 
monthly concerts, which cost him a hundred and 
fifty guineas in music. 

In Robespierre’s time the direction of an 
English letter was sufficient to condemn anyonti 
on whom it was found ; at present things arc very 
different. 
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I do not know whether Henry VIII. was 
murdering and plundering while Sir Thomas More 
was composing his Utopia; but your exclamations 
of happy times, justice and moderation, amuse me 
as much as Democritus would have been amused, 
if he could have peeped alternately over Sir 
Thomas’s shoulder to read, and then out of the 
window at burnings and executions. 

The victory lately obtained in Italy by Bona¬ 
parte may help us to a peace, though I do not 
comprehend very clearly how it is to operate that 
way, unless he marches into the Tyrol; for as to 
Italy, we have no longer any interest in it. 

I could not get the sequester taken off Mr. 
Bo}’’d’s house; all I obtained was leave to break 
the seals, and make a survey of the state of furni¬ 
ture, cellars, &c. His property is of a size not to 
be recovered quite so easily. Many are recover¬ 
ing theirs, among the rest the ci-devant Eveque 
d’Autun, who had formerly given up his right of 
primogeniture to his brother, and became an 
abbe, on account of his lameness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pinckney, the American ambas¬ 
sador and his wife, have been directed to leave 
the territory of the Republic, and arc gone to 
Holland. 

I wonder if my turn will come next. I see no 
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foreign ministers, and believe I did very well in 
following that plan. 


January 2gih, 1797. 

I went last night to the bal abcmnc at THotel 
de Richelieu; it was very much crowded, but, as 
you may suppose, with few of my acquaintance 
except those I went with. Madame Carnpan’s 
sister, Madame Rousseau, was there with a stout 
unraanded daughter, and a still stouter married 
one, dancing away all three. I saw many men 
and women kicking their heels about, whose age 
would have condemned them to the benches in 
former days. 

Madame Tallicn was almost the only tolerable 
face, though haggard with hard duty and some 
thinking. She wore a black wig, cn tcie dc monton, 
sticking up behind, and interwoven with pearls 
and diamonds. Her dress had much gold and 
pongcaic. She made a great display. Her shoulders 
are broad, and her figure robust. vShe dances 
well, has fine eyes, rather an Irish nose—I mean 
turned up at the end only. I do not know 
whether you understand me, but Ihirke’s is so. 
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She is exposed to hear many disagreeable speeches 
and scenes, at which I do not wonder. She looks 
sometimes dejected. The women of character, 
though belonging to the Republic, do not associate 
with her. She had only a companion, or toad- 
(‘atcr. 

General Flochc was one of the company, a 
tolerable-looking young man, with nothing at all 
martial in his countenance; grave and quiet, not 
''ill vainqueur cVIrlandc'" 

When you consider how completely this nation 
has l)(!<‘n dciinoralised, and the kind of persons who 
art‘ to compos(‘ the rising generation, without con¬ 
trol, (‘(lucation or example before them, you will 
not wonder at my bcung incredulous as to the 
prompt rtd;urn of Astrea. 

I was going to apply for Madame Martin- 
villtt’s rarliation the very day Lord Malmesbury 
wa.s orderitd away. Perhaps an opportunity may 
offer of serving her, but I must wait till it appears. 
Madanuj d’Angevillers lives at Versailles, retired 
behind her hair and veil, as usual. 

I tokl you about the Dames Boufilers. The 
old one is quitci a skeleton; the younger looks 
plump and well. It is supposed she is married 
to Gh(walier, to whom they express much gratitude 
ff)r saving their lives. Her son Emmanuel has got 
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fifty thousand livres a year by Madame de Biron’s 
death. 


January ^oth, 1797. 

I wish the elections of April may pass without 
a heavy storm; but the clouds are gathering black. 
The meetings of the public assemblies are tempes¬ 
tuous. Murders have been lately perpetrated by 
one party or the other. I trust it may blow over. 

The conversation of the day is of a journalist 
being taken to the Directory and whipped in the 
President’s apartments. What will be the issue I 
cannot tell, but all the papers are full of it. P'or 
my part, my wish is to inspire the Government with 
a proper idea of my character, to interfere with 
no party, to attend only to the subject of my 
mission, but, at the same time, to cultivate culti- 
vandos. I hope this can lead to no harm. I have 
neither cipher nor means of transmitting any in¬ 
telligence ; therefore, were I ever so much disposed 
to be active, I must remain quiet. 

Now comes another letter about Mrs. Talbot 
and her niece I Who the deuce she is I know 
not, so shall pass her over as quickly <us I can. 
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M. Dolomieu tells me Madame de TAlbanie had a 
son by Alfieri, and it was in consequence of this 
that the Grand Duke sent her to Rome. 


February 1797- 

They are crying about the streets the account 
the Directory has sent to the councils of an 
abortive conspiracy of the Royalists to proclaim 
Louis XVIIL, carried on by a maitrc dc rcquelcs, 
a poor foolish fellow, a Baron Poly and an Abbe 
Brottier, nephew to the Jesuit editor of ^'Tacitus.’’ 
"Fhe scheme was weaker than water. 

I have read the passage you allude to in 
"'Tacitus,” and Tersan and I agree that it is 
fire par Ics cheveux ct cntoriille, even too much for 
him. When one begins to be too old to guess 
logogriphs, I find one dislikes obscenity and 
dijjiculth vaincues . 

I dined yesterday cn f^randc compa^nic at a 
dinner given to me by Perignon, avocat de la 
Marine. His wife is handsome; she was the only 
lady thefe; an American consul and myself the 

VOL. 11 12 
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only foreigners. We sat down thirty-two. The 
principal personages were Isnard, Murairc, Portalis, 
Cambaceres, Jubries, Augustin Moneron, Vance, 
Janet, &c. Isnard was very noisy and drank 
hard. He gave us an account of his hiding during 
Robespierre’s reign. He was locked up four 
months in Dauphiny at a friend’s house, lay in 
bed all day, and was in the garden all night. He 
laughed much at Louis XVIII. offering to pardon 
the Regicides, which he said was an unnatural 
thing for him to do; and he said if ever the 
French people took it into their heads to re¬ 
call Louis, he for one would ,slip out of some 
corner of the realm as the King stepped into the 
other.^ 

Cambaceres is a deep, black, silent lawyer, 


I Isnard kept a perfumer’s shop at Draj^iiiLUian. He 
was named deputy to the National Convention in 1791, 
and was one of the most vehement of its members. The 
following may be taken as a specimen of his principles 
and eloquence. “ Religion,” said he in one of his speeclicis, 
“is an instrument with which one can do moni mischief 
than with any other; therefore you must treat its ministers 
with more severity than any other class of people. Thc^stJ 
priestly disturbers must be driven from Fnuicte l'h(;y arcj 
infectious wretches, who must be sent to perisli in tlui 
lazarets of Rome and Italy.” He voted the death of tluj 
unfortunate Louis, and the m accusaiiou'' of the 

Princes. He published several volumes; amongst otlicrs, 
a “ Dithyrambc on the Immortality of the Soul.’^ 
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very like a king’s judge; Portalis, a pleasant, 
unaffected jurisconsult. There was a fine set-out. 
It being the day when Brottier’s conspiracy had 
been discovered, that subject afforded conversa¬ 
tion.^ 

I have received an official letter from Mr. 
Dundas, signifying that, by the King’s express 
command, he communicated to me His Majesty’s 
thorough approbation of my conduct in the nego¬ 
tiation. The Powers to whom I officially commu¬ 
nicated the contents of Mr. Dundas’s letter were 
very well pleased, a,nd the whole has made a 
pleasant impression; it is looked upon as a rap- 
proclicmcnt dcs deux nations, I have but one Director 
violently against me, on account of your friendship 
with queens and Harry’s having been a page—viz., 
Rciibel, who says I am a I'rencliman, because I 
speak French without an English accent, and pre¬ 
tends my son served in I’Annee de Conde. Ihit 
I am told he is an honest man, although obstinate; 
so that if ever he can be persuaded that he is 
mistaken on my score, he will be a staunch friend. 
One other, Barras, is said to be (]uite indiffeixmt. 
As he has been civil to me, he certainly cannot 

I Andrew Brottier, a pri(!st, who was iinplicatcid, in 1707, 
in a conspiracy «against the Directory. Ht) was seized and 
banished to*Synnainari, where he died in 179H. 
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be inimical. I am unwilling to apply to him the 
Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. The three others 
approve of my conduct and give me their support. 
I am writing, at Coltrau’s desire, an ostensible 
account of myself and family for RcubcL 

I have called on Merlin, the Ministre do la 
Justice, concerning Sir Sidney. He had no precise 
answer to give, except that Sir S. was turned 
over again to the Ministre de la Marine. Sir 
Sidney carried on his correspondence with Lord 
Malmesbury, and with me, by means of two 
women whom he called Lcs Muses, Thc^y had 
access and acquaintance in the temple, and pro¬ 
bably were employed by the Directory, as tlity 
went openly to Lord M., and came so to nui, but 
I never would admit them upstairs. They brought 
letters from him in walnut-shells and such like, 
and I sent him money by them, which, I daresay, 
they diminished as it passed through their haaids. 
I went one day, according to their direction, to 
see them, up four pairs of stairs, in a house 
looking into the shambles and market of the 
Abbaie St. Germain. It was something like r>oba- 
dil’s lodgings. There was an old hag rocking a 
child, and the two women undreSvSed, unpainted 
and filthy looking. One of them is the divorced 
wife of some avocat dc Provence. * 
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February 1797. 

A most ridiculous thing happened to me last 
evening. 4 . went about six o’clock, in a carriage, 
to call upon Mrs. Drumgold about some business. 
Upon knocking, a cookmaid, through the keyhole, 
asked what we wanted. The servant gave my 
name, saying I wished to see Madame Drumgold. 
A window oj)cncd in the upper story, and ladies 
appeared, enejuiring who I was. I answered ; 
then other windows opened, and there seemed a 
great commotion thi'oughout the house. It seems, 
the servant said I was M. le Ccnnmissrdre, and 
probably they thought I was the police oflicer 
come; to take them up, for the maid came again 
to the keyhole and said nobody lived in the house. 
Upon this I took my departure, and wrote the 
nature of my business to Mrs. Drumgold, which 
was about Mr. Latin’s house, &c., and received 
her excuses. Such are the remnants of the reign 
of terror. 

There is a hal abomic, with Robert Dillon at 
the head, called Les restes de la (jiiillotine.” 
None arc admitted but femmes prcseuices and fils 
dc pendusd 

I Femmes presentees ■ those who had Ihicii presented at 
(’onrt prior to the; Kcivolntion ; fits de pentius-som^ of those 
who had perishc!d by tlui lanttTu, guillotine, tko, A more 
j)ainful inst?lnctj of hrench levity can scarcely he adduced. 



LETTERS FROM THE 


182 


Your expectations of the emancipation of Italy 
will soon be realised, for the first blow is given. 
The French have routed the Papal 4roops at 
Faenza, and are marching along the coast to 
Ancona. The Pope has probably gone to Porto 
Ferrajo. 

Harry has enjoined me so severely to attend 
the playhouses that, in obedience to the governor, 
I have begun my cours de theatre by that of La 
Republique. It was Robert chef de Brigands, a tragic 
comedy (no comedy in it), directed chiefly to 
inspire a detestation of the game laws. I did not 
like it, et p%tis je m'cnnuie aii^ spectacle, 

I send you an almanac of the last Republican 
year ending in September, and a list of all who 
were guillotined—not accurate, for they have left 
out le gros Laborde^; also the paper with details 
of the Italian business. In a preceding one 
Bonaparte exhorts the Cispadane Republic to make 
religion the basis of the new constitution, and 
that religion the Roman Catholic one. 

There are daily published a hundred and six 
journals. 

The two horses by Bouchardon, from before 
the palace of Marly, now stand in the Place de 


I The list alluded to in a former note. 
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la Revolution, corresponding with Mercury and 
Victory over the gates of the Tuileries. A few red 
caps remain on the public buildings; they look 
like lightning conductors. As the flcurs-dc-lh have 
been chipped off the public edifices, one might 
imagine that Paris had been besieged and battered. 

Madame Laborde has begun to dress her ser¬ 
vants in livery. M. Koenig, Swedish secretary, 
has orders from his Court to solicit for Sir 
Sidney’s release. I fear it is a cotip iVcpcc dam 
Veau, 

I went to the ball at FHotel de Marboeuf, to 
which Lyccti I am a subscriber. It was crowded. 
Carnot’s wife was there, but there was no dis¬ 
tinction whatever paid to her, or particular notice 
taken (jf her. 


February 1797. 

I have received all yours; but if I had Tris¬ 
tram ” here, I would copy out Bishop Ernulphus’s 
excommunication and pronounce it upon Mrs. 
Talbot’s Justinia, the brother-in-law and the poor 
old creature—all beings I have not the slightest 
idea of. I am quite sick of them; and the devil 
will have it that my man’s name is Talbot; so I 
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have changed it to Henri, for the other puls me 
quite in a fidget. 

Whom can it be that you sent tc*.n pounds to, 
and that the other {crcdiic pasicri I) n^fust'd? 

Madame dc Beauveau has not Ixtcm in Paris 
since I came, and the Directory do n<jt permit mi; 
to quit it. 

Nccker has published a history of tlut Ke.volu- 
tion, in which he praises the King and abuses the 
Queen, but by affected omissions leaves much 
worse to be surmised than he has said. Then* 
is, as usual, a great deal about uku ; such as 
this: “II etoit question dc me noimner, inais le 
parti de la reine Fttniporta, Hi Ton ndavoit 
nomrric, auciin dcs malhciirs qui out dt!Sole la 
France ne seroient arrives.'’ After that, who can 
read another page ? 7 um rgo / 

I have just had a curious visit from Dr, 
Gem. He came to apologize for my not having 
been let in when I last called on him, and said 
the reason was his having suffesred a great loss 
from having lately admitted a person, in cemse- 
(|iicnce of which he now receives nol>ody. 

The following is his story. The other day, 
his gouvcrnanic having gone to market, la; opctiied 
the door, and a shabby fellow with a bundle of 
papers sat himself down, told him he waited upon 
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him as a learned man, and as he was one also, 
he requested the loan of vin^t sous. The doctor 
grew very uneasy, as he observed the man roll 
.his eyes about quccrcns qiicm dcvorcl, and thought 
his only chance of saving his purse and life was 
to acquiesce; accordingly, he dived into his 
greasy fob. Alas ! no sous were there; Madame 
Anne had carried them all to market; so the 
poor physician was forced to lug (jut an ecu. 
‘'And, would you believe it!” he added, "the 
rascal jumped up and carried it off without return¬ 
ing the change!”^ 


Februavy i6//z, 1797. 

I have this morning agreed upon all the 
terms of the general exchange of prisoners. It is 
a delightful idea that it should fall to my lot, and 
be in my power, par nn trait dc plume, to restore 

1 Baron clci K— was luoni prudent. The 

beautiful Madaiiui —, who was said to havt^ purloined and 
pawned th<; jcnvfds of one of her admirers, iiud K--—'s 
intimate friend, and said, “ I ha.vt; fallen in love with 
Monsktur de !<«—.; bring him to mtu" The friend dc- 
livend tlic? m(?ssag(?, upon which tlie Baron, who did not 
poss(^ss {‘V(in a gc)ld brooch, ring, or tlie most trifling trinked, 
excdaiiiKid, LCtcjs vous foti, inon ajiii, de m<i propostu' une 
telle abomination? Pestc;! si j’y allois, (‘lie mes volcroit 
mes bijoux*.” 
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to liberty and joy at least sixteen thousand men, 
who, upon an average, must have a hundred thou¬ 
sand persons benefited and rejoiced by their 
deliverance. 

Madame Cacciapore may, indeed, as well re¬ 
main where she is, instead of returning to Rome, 
for by this time Bonaparte is Dictator there, f 
think it would have answered political purposes 
better if he had pursued the Germans through tlu* 
Tyrol, and not given them time to rally; but 
probably his journey to Rome originated in vanit}', 
and his agreement with Spain to add to the power 
of Parma, Tuscany and Naples, at the expense (T 
the Pope; otherwise, except plunder, what in¬ 
fluence can the fate of poor Rome have upon thc! 
conditions of the peace ? 

I have a note from Madame d’Angevillers, 
She lives at Versailles in complete retirement. 
Her husband is at some Court in Germany. 


February 1797. 

I have just been sitting with Mesdanuis do 
Beauveau and de Poix. The latter is n(\arly as I 
left her—the former older in her looks, f^oliliqiumi 
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as usual; but when I accompanied her upstairs 
to her apartment, she spoke as a person (juite lost 
to the world. She said her husband's death had 
prevented her from feeling public calaniities or her 
own danger, and that his loss, with the murder 
and misfortunes of so many friends, had made her 
(luite tired of her existence. She talked very affec¬ 
tionately of you. Ourica has grown tall, and except 
that her features are enlargecl, nearly as she was. 
Madanu; de IkNUiveau has since learnt tliat the 
wry day Robespierre fell had been fixed for her 
extjcuiion, that of her brother the Duke de Kulian, 
and of Machime de Poix. Aft(;r being separated 
for eight months, tluiy would ha,ve incd in the 
fatal cart. 

1 have just hcnird that the people of Loretto 
having madtj a show tjf resistance, MoiuiparU: had 
given up the city to be plundered fur twenty- 
four luiurs. 

Tlie report is that Peregrimis Apostolicus has 
gone to Malta.* 

I do not know what the Abbe d(.‘ Londres has 
in livt,‘ upon, unless it he air, for he lodges in a 
seventh story in tlus Quai des Orlevrcs. 

I have been dining at Perregaux’s with St. 


I IHtfs VL, .so dcsignatoti by an ancient prophecy. 
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Foix, Talleyrand, Roedcrcr and Beamnardirus; tlu* 
latter is quite deaf, but still clever and spn’i^iilly. 
Yesterday I dined at Madame Charles dt? Danias', 
with all the Laborde family, and s|Hint tin? evtiiiii.q 
with Madame d’Houdetot, once tlie wit and life 
of the Court, and connected witli the Maiapiis de 
St. Lambert, author of Les Saisons/’ fli‘ is 
now old and infirm, but came to supper and was 
very merry. We had also the Dukti dc* Ivohan, 
Madame de Beauveau’s brother. It wa,s (^f Ma¬ 
dame d’Houdetot that Rousseau was enamouredd 
Yesterday a police officer brougfit a. letter for 
Major Gall, requiring him to attend at tlie Buriau 
do Surveillance. From this ignorance of his da- 
parturc, I conclude that la Surveillance est Iu\‘h 
rclacliee sur man coniplCj since the time wluui 1 
had quaranic inoucheti it incs trousscs. 

I have signed the preliminary conventicui as 
a basis for the general exchangt! f)f prisoners, 
leaving two articles for the decision of our ('ourt. 
Sir Sidney’s release will be tlie immt:diatc! con¬ 
sequence of the ratification. His Majt'Sty (dfers a 

I St. Lambert, b(;in^^ jealous of Roussrats, wrote the 
followiiiK lines 

Dans 1(5 s(iin tics favemrs d(i la beanie (}ne j’aime, 

Je ( 16 teste les tniits dont I’anionr m’a frappe. 

Mon rival pins henniux i^ouits un bonhmir supreme: 

On iioius trompc tons (Rjux; mais il est mienx^tnimpe/' 
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thousand more prisoners on that account. Tlie 

I'rench want four thousand; I (jffoivd to 
the difference, and informe<l Sir S. of the* plan, 
lie wrote to entreat I would give the four 
thousand at once, and he would pledge himstdf 
to retala; them all in a week after he could get 
out to sea! 


Fclirihiry J)ih, ijijj. 

At last 1 have! received }'our solutif>n of the 
justiniaii ri<ldlt‘, which I slandd luaiT have 
gu«*ssc!<l. Thv ta,sk you impost^ upon nu* is a 
vti"y diflieult one; indeiul. I almost <l(.‘spair. I 
do not think it will lx; possil)h: to extract one 
brass farthing, and I know of no means af 
attack witli any prospect of success.^ Hut I may 
Ik; mistaken. 

Tlu; account of your illmiss, though all danger 
wa,s past wheu the; caima di.stresst‘d mt* so 

much that, «‘XC(‘pt the busiiu;ss tihsolutely r(jc|uir(;d 
hy my oflicial <lnti(;s, I have not Inaai able to 

i «‘x-Piislinp (le (XaitanccN, heina in pc>vcTl> 

in Pnaland, vvi;,li<!d hir. to ht; ap^)ni‘d le te send him 

nmiH*y. * 
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prevail upon myself to sit down and write a single 
line till now. I have done everything to dissipate 
my blue devils, and have actually rushed headlong 
into les furaivs du Carnaval, pour mo distraire. 

You will compare me to Prince Bourdon, qui 
no fahait plus qua scs qiuitrc repas par jour; but it 
is true that with Ic trait do la niort dans Ic cceur, I 
have been cn parties de plaisir in the Bois de 
Boulogne, at dinners and balls: e'etoit danscr sur 
la guillotine. It was a long time before I durst 
open yours, which arrived to-day, for fear it should 
be a testament de inert; but, thank God, it has set 
my heart at rest. 

I live much with Madame de Maulde and her 
daughters. We agree very well together. I was 
with them at the ball at the Lyc 6 e des Arts,” 
which is held in the cirque, underground, in the 
middle of the Palais Royal. There was an abun¬ 
dance of dust, horrid smells and bad company. 
To show you how merrily we Parisians live, to-day 
is the beginning of a fete or dejeuner au Bois de 
Boulogne; then a concert in Paris, a diner ambigii, 
and a ball which is to cost a couple of thousand 
pounds, given by M. and Madame d’Angrclau. She 
is a daughter of Peron’s, the builder. Her husband 
was a chocolate-maker at Versailles, and has by 
the Revolution made an immense fortune* having 
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the contracts for the arni}*, &c.; on this account 
the wits call her La Princessc Cacao.” 

There is to-night a ball at Madame de Soye- 
coiirPs, fur six hundred people, dancing on the 
graves of their fathers, or rather, ankle - deep in 
their blood; ti'importc! il faut dansev! 

I went some days since with the Perregaux to 
a ball at I’Hotel de Marbeeuf. The old proprietress, 
Madame de Marbeeuf, was guillotined by Robes¬ 
pierre, l)(!cause she had ordered her garden to be 
sown with hay-seed for horses, instead of corn or 
potatoes for men. 

At a dinma” whenj I was, at Formalagiie’s, 
Ko(;<i(!rc;r a,nd La Crange got into an argument and 
gnnv loud. The former at last pulled out pistols, 
and laid thtan on each side of him on the table.^ 

Lt^ l>ois de P>oulogne is now the fashionable 
lonng(?, and Pagatcdlc, a sort of tavern ; both are 
opem, and are vciry pretty when full of elegant 
people. Most of tlui Puis is cut down. 


I Snaut years .a^o, a party were at whist at 

Watiitr’s ('hih with Mr. B., whose disenssion with Lord D. 
tlieii oecupicid .'i ^oocl d(!al of public attention. To the 
aHlonlHlniuint of all, Mr. H. siidthaily put down his cards, 
pulled out a pair of f)is(ols and placed theiu by his side; 
np{»n whicli r.ord A., who had just (uiten'd, and who was 
a kind of /aVr noire to B. and tlu; cause of this warlike 
display, (SKclainual, in his usual droll way, “ I hope yon do 
not expitcl ^'onr adversary to follow suit.” 
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March ^th, 1797. 

I dined two days ago at Madame de Damas’, 
with the Princess de Poise, Natalie de Noailles, 
Juste de Noailles, Abbe Morellet, de Vagne, Por- 
talis, perc et fils, Delpy, and TAbbe de Damas. It 
was a learned Hotel de ‘Rambouillet party. Por- 
talis is the director of the set. Madame de 
Damas is very rich, and has bought Livry, TAbbe 
de Coulanges’ benefice. 

Yesterday I was at Formalague’s, with Pelet 
de la Lozere, 'R.oz€ and two or three more. 
Roze is a kind of clever intriguant, who keeps 
well with the Government and does much busi¬ 
ness with the minister. I employed him to get 
Sir Sidney liberated, but I soon found he had 
boasted of more than he could do. 

We went this morning (a beautiful sunshiny 
day) to Bagatelle, which is national property and 
open to the public, but only fashionable two days 
in the week. The belles of Paris, on those days, 
go there to stroll about, as much dressed out as 
if they were going to a ball. 

At this moment they are busy in the two 
councils drawing lots for a third of the Conven- 
tionals to go out, and people seem very anxious. 

Bonaparte has granted peace to PiuS VI. and 
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sent an envoy to San Marino. That little old 
Spartan. Republic has answered with a great deal 
of dignity and simplicity, and refused the offer of 
an increase of territory. Their chiefs say that a 
visit from a general of so great a nation lately en¬ 
franchised, to their little asylum of liberty, appears 
like a dream to them. If Bonaparte now turns 
his arms towards the Tyrol, we shall see whether 
the proverb says right, that La foritme aime Ics plus 
jcunes; for the Archduke Charles is the younger of 
the two. 

Some journals name Barth6lemy as likely to be 
the new director, but it is improbable. I was told 
yesterday by a deputy, whom I made acquaintance 
with at dinner, that he had wished to meet me, 
from the impression he had received by the account 
he had had of me in the Societe of the Directory. 


March jih, 1797. 

Peopk; are all on tiptoe here with the news 
of our bank having stopped payment—some glad, 
some sorry.^ A depute, palrioic, told Madame de 

1 Tlu! n^port of the H.'ink of iingland having suspended 
its payments was llien circiilatt‘d in Paris. 
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Maulde he hoped this crisis would accelerate peace, 
and added, auroit le plus grand pjaisir a 

traiter avec Swinburne.” 

I understand Sir Sidney’s name is involved in 
the papers of the Royalist conspirators; another 
spoke in his wheel, which I wish they would not 
keep turning. 

I have intended an attack upon Madame 
de T., but as yet I have not been able to satisfy 
myself as to the plan of it. I shall go this 
morning and open the oblique trenches by barely 
exposing the situation of the poor bishop. 

The minds of people have been agitated by 
the drawing of lots in the councils. For my part, 
I care little who governs, provided the country is 
peaceable and quiet. We are all on the stretch 
of expectation to know the particulars of Sir John 
Jervis’s bold attack upon the Spanish fleet. People 
that reason presume the Spanish have been beaten, 
from all the lame paragraphs and accounts hitherto 
received. 

I have been reading Necker’s “ History of 
the Revolution,” which I am surprised should l)e 
allowed to be printed and sold at Paris. 
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March i^th, 1797. 

I dined yesterday at Madame d’Hoiidetot’s 
with Madame de Damas, St. Lambert, &c.— a 
very pleasant party. The alarm which the opera¬ 
tions in our bank occasioned here seems to have 
blown over; besides, Jervis’s victory will have a 
very powerful effect, they were so sure of his fleet 
being destroyed. From some strange, vague 
Spanish letters that the Spanish ambassador offi¬ 
cially announced, everyone believed that the victory 
was on their side. 

I have got through Necker’s declamation, for 
it is more that than anything else, and most of it 
gru/fs' dictum, Lally has also published a defense 
dcs cinii^rcs. It comes with an odd grace from 
him who ran away first of anybody, and nobody 
(except Madame d’Herrion) knows why. 

Yesterday I spent at Ante nil with Madame 
de Boufflers. M. Chevalier seems a sensible, clever 
man; a.nd if he is not husband to the Countess 
Amelic, it must be because they choose to do 
without the ceremony. Emmanuel is clever, but 
imtnictable and spoilt. The Abbe Morellet, who 
has beem spending several days with them, says 
Itrnmanuel tormented him to death. He could 
not read when, luckily for him, his mamma and 

13—2 
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grandmamma were put in prison, and he remained 
with Madame Lorenzi. When they met again 
they were quite amazed to find he could read and 
write very well. 

Madame de Boufflers has just bought of the 
nation half of her estate very cheap. During the 
reign of assignats they built themselves a house in 
Normandy, improved the place, and did a vast 
deal of good, with literally nothing. 

I have heard that Truguet, on delivering 
the convention which I had signed, had a smart 
altercation stir man sujet, with the cart-horse of 
Colmar, ReiibcL 

I was at the Cercle de THarmonic, a new 
concert under the direction of the mulatto, St. 
George; it is held at the old apartment of the 
Duchess d’Orleans in the Palais Royal. 


March 1797* 

M. Kcxjnig has made a very precipitate retreat 
from Paris, but whether by order of Sweden 
or of P'rance is not known. Two agents of the 
Directory have been to Abbe Kearney’s friend to 
ask questions about me, and said I might remain 
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all my life ; they would not object to it. Hautefort 
will have it, qii'U cst question dc moi pour la paix, 

I dined yesterday at Prince Corsini’s with 
Caraccioli and Denon, who now excels in en¬ 
graving beasts. 

An embargo is said to be laid at Calais for 
ail Germinal (from March 21st to April 19th) lest 
anything should transpire respecting the elections, 
which promise to be as quiet as those for Old 
Sarum. I write this by way of Hamburgh. With 
regard to the books Mr. Eure wishes me to send 
him, I understand divinity is contraband. 

How can B. know anything about the time 
of my staying here ? Surely our people would 
not recall me upon my arranging the cartel; for 
other prisoners will be taken, and must be looked 
after, were there no other reason., I should appre¬ 
hend the folks here are more likely to pack me 
off Cl la Kmiig. But even that I doubt; for I 
cannot but think that peace must be desirable 
after the elections. 


March 2^th, 1797. 

I wrote two days ago by Hamburgh, and 
begin this without knowing how it is to go. The 
minister •of marine means to ask an indulgence 
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for his and my correspondence against the strict 
orders of the embargo, which is laid for two 
months upon all the posts, either to prevent 
any accounts reaching England of the tenure of 
the elections, or of the projected invasions. 

All seems harmony and quiet in the elections, 
but great and barefaced corruption in the legis¬ 
lature. Little Caraccioli, Lucchesis’ secretary, is 
come here to prepare the way for Commander 
Rufo, the Neapolitan envoy, who is in London 
on his road hither. Caraccioli is called La Con¬ 
science de Poftalis, 

You must know that my work here has given 
rne a vast insight into a variety of official routine 
and political matters, and I begin to think I 
should make a good working minister of State. 
My style in French is approved of, in these days 
of freedom of style, as being energetic and original. 

I am rather sanguine as to a prolongation of 
my political life; first, because I and my merits 
are now personally known to the King! He has 
a good memory, and when he takes a liking or a 
good opinion, is very pertinacious. Secondly, 
because my being employed as negotiator begins 
to be a general idea here among all parties ; and 
you know how much the lYench of all classes arc 
governed by general opinion- 
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March 1797. 

I have received my final instructions about Sir 
Sidney Smith. No cartel is to be established, 
unless he is put on his parole like any other 
prisoner ; so that, probably, my mission is on the 
cve of its departure. 

I am apprised of, and expect hourly, an order 
from the Directory to remove to the distance of 
ten leagues from Paris. Reubel has at length 
carried his point. I believe Fontainebleau is the 
place fixed upon. The Marine are outrageous 
about it, and have at least prevented the first 
idea of sending me (piite away, which, from some 
calumny or other, was the intention of the Govern¬ 
ment. It is of consequence that I should remain, 
f(^r the sake of the prisoners. I am to come back 
on the 2otli of May, when the elections will be over. 
By that time the Directory may be softened con¬ 
cerning Sir Sidney ; time is gained, and we know 
not wliat may turn up. The country air will do 
me good—I shall have time to jaamincr and 
scribble to you. Me voild ccmimc toujours, Mon¬ 
sieur Taut niieux, on rOptimistc. 

April ^th, 1797. 

This letter goes by a cartel from Nantes. I 
am settifig out for I'ontaincbleau by order of the 
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Directory, who object to my presence durin|j^ the 
elections. Rather than be dc trap here, I shall 
strive to pass my time pleasantly, as the season 
advances and the situation is delightful. I am 
told thei'e is some good company, mostly ci-devanh 
reduced; and I am loaded with recommendations. 
The minister and commissaires are very civil, and 
desire me not to think anything personal is meant 
to me, but my removal is a general measure, 
common to the Portuguese ambassador, &c. 

I much fear the determination of the Govern¬ 
ment here not to consent to Sir Sidney Smitli’s 
release, and that of our ministers that his release 
must be a sine qua non, will end in the general 
exchange being refused on both sides. These siades 
of victories over the Emperor, Trieste being takem, 
&c., will not render the Directory more obedient 
to our mandates, or value our threats the more. 
In the meantime, innumerable prisoners arc kc^pt 
in durance, because one point is not obtained at 
present, for it must be ceded at last. The liberty, 
perhaps the lives, of above a thousand poor detenus 
is depending. I have written this to Lord Gren¬ 
ville, which may perhaps displease him. 

Will it not be a pity if the business I am 
now upon, and which is now perfected, should 
fall to the ground—which I much feaf will be 
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the case ? Patience and conciliation would bring 
about matters better than violence. 

Adieu until I write from I'cntainebleau. How 
different that place will appear to what it was 
when I was there with the Court in 1786 ! 


Fontainebleau, April 12th, 1797. 

I have settled myself in pleasant lodgings until 
the expiration of my month’s exile. The spring 
is backward, but the forest, which is dreadfully 
cut up, even hticked as it is and without leaves, 
is charming. 

'Vhe day before yesterday I walked about the 
Valorin, where the views of the Seine are noble ; 
and yestijrday to the long ridge of rocks south of 
the town, where poor Marie Antoinette had a 
wide road made along the summit, and the whole 
eminence planted with maritime pines. To-day 
I strolled about Thomesy, a large village situated 
in an elbow of the Seine, environed on three sides 
by the forest. The vineyards there produce the 
finest Chasselas grapes, which are sent daily down 
the river to Paris. ( 3 n the opposite side of the 
Seine ri.?(^s a lofty rocky mountain, covered with 
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wood, and at its foot is the Chateau clcs Prcssoirs, 
in a beautiful situation. 

As I wander about the place, what recollec¬ 
tions come over my mind, like the heavy clouds 
of summer, full of thunder and storms. I could 
fancy myself an eagle hovering about this ancient 
seat of kings, or a being of other times escaped 
from the Deluge. Behold the ruins of the habi¬ 
tation of the mighty, whom I here saw in such 
splendour only eleven years since, when I was 
one of the many among the courtiers i There I 
see the Queen’s gilt closet, where lulen introduced 
me and where I was greeted with Iut sweetest 
smiles. Where now is the pomp of Louis XIV. 
and Louis XV.? Where their ill-fated descen¬ 
dants? 

I sometimes think of the words of your fa¬ 
vourite psalm: ‘‘I myself have seen them in great 
power, and flourishing like a green bay-tree; I 
went by, and lol they were gone, and their place 
could nowhere be found,” &c. And here am I 
now, a public minister, exiled to this very place 
l)y the men, the rulers of the earth, who crumbled 
to the dust all that mighty pomp and grandeur! 

I could write this nonsense for an hour, for 
since my arrival here I have been troubled by 
the most melancholy reflections and recdAlections; 
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every place, every object brings to my mind the 
scenes of 1786. 

I passed the place where poor John stopped 
M. de Tourzel’s horse ten minutes before it 
knocked his brains out. John is dead, and 
Madame de Tourzel has a subscription ball at 
Paris d six francs! 

Au reste, 1 have a charming apartment, and 
my host was a member of the Comite de Saint 
Puhliqnc ; but he is quite altered, and ashamed of 
it. This place is very anti-Directorial. My time 
passes quickly; I rise early, write a great deal— 
for a great deal I have to write ; then take long 
walks and eat a shameful another long 

stroll, a visit and a chat—then write till I go 
to bed. 

I see it is put in the French papers that 
the English ministry will have no cartel until Sir 
S. Smith is released. If so, and as I fear not 
agreed to, all the negotiations will go into fumo, 
and your humble servant will return home like 
the pot de terre in the fable, Clopin Clopant comme 
il pent; that is to say, if he is not sent to the 
Temple to keep company with this chivalrous 
subject of public contention. It is certainly a 
misfortune for a country when family interests 
outweigh* those of the public. 
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The Dc Mauldes are coming to stay with me. 
I have such kind letters from them, and so 
charming an epistle from Hortense, that I believe 
I am turning fool in my old age, and have caught 
myself two or three times looking in the glass, 
and giving my man instructions how to dress my 
hair. 

I never experienced greater friendship and 
cordiality than from Perregaux. He is much 
abused for having been afraid, and for giving 
way to the system of terror; but I should like 
to know if those who abuse him, and who ran 
away entirely, were not as much afraid at least. 

I have had the satisfaction of receiving some 
pleasing letters from prisoners to whom I have 
rendered service, written proprio motu after tluiir 
arrival. Men are not so ungrateful as you im¬ 
agine. I suspect ingratitude is often provoked by 
something in the behaviour of the obligor, which 
hurts the pride of the obliged, and settles the 
account- 

Therc arc nine English prisoners, whom I 
have been clothing, confined in the chateau, in a 
room belonging to the Queen’s apartments. The 
municipality here have sent me the keys, and a 
person to open every room to monsieur Ic conimis- 
sairc. There are also two hundred Ausfrian pris- 
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oners in a wretched state—the subjects of Marie 
Antoinette’s brother ! I have given them a great 
dinner. 

Yesterday the great pond was drained by 
order, and the remaining fish sold. I had one 
at my table, but not of the time of Francois I.^ 

Wc have heavenly weather. I have just taken 
a long walk by moonlight in the forest, and meant 
to have written more, but am too tired. I know 
not whether I shall receive any letters during the 
embargo, or if mine will reach their destination; 
at all events, I shall have had the pleasure of 
writing. So God bless you all ! 


April 22nd, 1797- 

Nothing more has occurred since my last, in 
the political line; but in my private concerns a 
great increase of agremmt has taken place, as M. 
de Maulde and his two daughters have been with 
me some days. As he and his wife are like two 
buckets in a well (that is, totally incompatible 


I Some of the carp were said to have been placed 
then^ in iiie time of that monarch. 
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together), she cannot come at the same time, so 
I content myself with Monsieur, who is very 
merry and facetious. The girls are both amiable, 
particularly Eugenie, who is full of sense and ac¬ 
complishments. She, as well as her sister, plays 
admirably upon the violin and sings well. We 
had yesterday what I am sure you never heard, 
a quartette by four ladies on the violin and alto, 
and a middling violoncello—^very well performed. 
A Mademoiselle de Mortagne plays charmingly on 
the harp. 

The ci-devants look rather askew at Dc Mauldc, 
because he was employed by the Convention. 
There is plenty of company and great names, 
however reduced in their circumstances; but we 
walk out a great deal, and mix but little in the 
society, which, in this small town, is very much 
made up of commerage, Madame de Pradellcs is 
an exception, but she leaves us in a few days, as 
she is going into the country for the summer. 

Some fine seasonable rains have brought out 
spring very fast, and the oaks arc beginning to 
shoot. The low gardens from the palace to the 
Seine are full of nightingales. I hcive under niy 
eye, from the window where I am writing, a 
circle of rocks and wood of various tints, and 
nearer to me numerous gardens e 7 i bcuaaux ct 
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cspalicrsy all kept in the nicest order, where all 
their aged pr(;prietors (for there are no young 
pc.!()ple left) are busied from sunrise to sunset in 
tlui various labours of gardening. Ours has a 
s])acious arbour and a summer-house. Our land¬ 
lord being a florist, flowers cheer the eye in 
the greatest part of his grounds. Our next-door 
neighbour is a furious Jacobin, for the present 
(juieted and turning his attention to the improve¬ 
ment of his premises. 

Tile town of i'ontainebleau is large, but not 
pf)pulons, Ixicause almost every habitation has a 
large gardtni. It was originally built and increased 
by tlu; retinul servants and pensioners of the 
('ourt; and it was nunarla^d at the beginning of 
tint troubli‘.s that the great destroyers, the most 
vioUuit dcanagogues, wcaa; the Ihniih^ viz., the 
persons who subsisted upon the pensions and 
li‘gacies kdt or given them by princes or minis- 
tiTs, and which they lived upon here. You will 
say that this circumstance militates against rny 
idt^a of the; natural gratitude of man. 

We walked to-day through the forest on the 
Nemours side. llu; crosses at the meeting of 
roads are all thrown down and broken every¬ 
where. Tht*re have: iKaai six thousand acres of 
wood cut^ since the Revolution; but as there are 
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no deer nor wild boars left, and the cattle are all 
herded, the young wood is getting up again. 

The people about here who were pensioners 
of the Court and nobility were disappointed in 
their hopes of sharing the spoil. The manufac¬ 
turers of porcelain, now established at the former 
Government-house of M. de Montmorin, are violent 
sans-culottes; but the municipality is composed 
of very moderate men, and the commune is ver}' 
quiet. 

Yesterday, high mass, Tcnchrce and Saint, was 
solemni^jed at the parish church with as much 
pomp as ever, and the church was crowded. 
There is no salary for the priest, but a collection 
is made. 

The havoc made in the woods is great, because 
everyone enters them that chooses, and, under 
pretence of getting dead wood, they hack and 
break everything. It is a pity to sec noble juni¬ 
pers broken and torn to pieces. 

It is now so long since I have heard from 
home that I feel really like an exile. I might as 
well be in the East Indies. The Perregaux writir 
to me every post! which gives a little life to my 
epistolary existence. The peace, which is signed, 
or nearly signed, with the Emperor/ will soon 
I Peace of Cainpo 1/orniio. ^ 



brinf( our inrittrrs to n crisis, and static them omi 
way or the other. 


April 2H//1, 17117. 

Having no opportunity of st*nclin^^ letters with 
any possibility of guttssing when they niiiy reach 
yon, I ha,v(‘ writtem this by scraps, til! the dale 
has erttpt on a whoh* wec'k. 

The victories on tlu‘ Khima thoiigli !iiiiirerNsar\% 
make* a, brilliant coiu'Iusion cT a war with an eneni}' 
as <aanph-tt‘l\‘ thraslual as it is po.s>ible, and they 
establish the* kh'pnhlie upon sf)Iid grounds as to an}“ 
foreign attacTs. \\1iether mir people will c'oint' to 
or no, time, and a very short time, will slfcnw 

Poor Le Moine has bttm a long tim<“ plaguing 
me; about his translation of Milton. lh*oiii the 
ennui a page* or two gave, tue, and other occupa¬ 
tions, I had quite* forgedten that I Iiad the niaiiie 
script. The edlier day lu; r<*inineled iin* ed it, 
informing me*, at tin* satm* time, tiia! it is going 
te» 1 h‘ piihlislie'd with a preface*, stating that I had 
not emly lo<?ke*d ove*r and ceernrted it, Inif that it 
had m3* apprrdeatieju, and spe*cdfyiiig that I am un 
lunnme vitunu aviuiiaiieuM'iihiil dan\ la earriere iiiierairc 
el dipl(n)i(0ique. 


VOL. n 
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Startled, as you may suppose, by this declara¬ 
tion, I read the first book to my hosts, who, as 
well as myself, found the French execrable and 
infinitely below several translations already pub¬ 
lished. Add to these my own observation of most 
unpardonable contre-sens and blunders, viz., as a 
specimen: ''defied the best of paynim chivalry”; 
translation, dcjia les plus brave chevaliers du royaumc 
de PanimJ' So, on the emergency of the case, I 
took a pen in hand and filled four pages with 
observations, solely upon the misconception of the 
English, and sent them to him with an earnest 
recommendation not to launch his translation into 
the world until he had read the other translations. 

I am afraid my sound advice will not please 
him; but anything is better than having my name 
hooked into such a paltr}^ business. I remember 
enough of Mademoiselle Keralio’s translation of my 
travels to make me tremble at seeing myself ex¬ 
posed to a second massacre. By-the-bye, she took 
a furious part in the Revolution. 

Madame de Pradelles is the life of this place, 
though she does not like the people. She has 
taught them to amuse themselves, but as she has 
not all the money she wants, she is obliged to 
eke out her year by economical visits to her 
friends. People this year begin to get*"back to 
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their chateaux, and the peasants again dance in 
the woods on Sunday evenings. 

During my present state of uncertainty as to 
the future, I employ myself in answering all the 
letters from my agents and the prisoners, every 
other day, by the same post that brings them. 
They never had so punctual a correspondent in 
their lives. The De Mauldes now and then act 
as my French secretaries, to order clothes for the 
prisoners, or argue n})on the value of their worsted 
stockings- 


May 12 th, 1797. 

I can give no guess when you have heard 
from me, or whether this will ever reach you ; 
but what I have to write is of so little conse- 
(}uence, that it matters little what becomes of it. 
My life here is perfectly rural and uniform. The 
De Mauldes sing and play in the evening. We 
live comfortably. I walk a great deal in the 
morning, and have some hours’ employment in 
writing letters and overhauling accounts. The 
weather is wet and boisterous, but as this sandy 
soil is dry in a minute, the rain of many hours is 
no impediment to our excursions the first fair 
moment. * 


14—2 
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I have only nine prisoners to superintend 
here, and one of them has given me an oppor¬ 
tunity of showing my skill as a doctor—much to 
my own surprise. He had had an ague on him 
for eight months. Recollecting the remed}’' which 
cured the folks at Mcnil, I luckily got the calaunis 
aromaticuH here, gave him a dose in a, glass of 
wine, and ordered him some broth. The agiu; 
left him that day, and has never retarned. 

I conclude my exile will not be prolonged 
beyond the 25th of this month, when they say 
the elections will be over. For my part, I should 
have no objection to another month's exiht at 
this line season of the year, and this charming 

situation, where I am absolutely obliged to d(» 

nothing. Heing forced into idleness is a gn‘at 

temptation towards liking it, and one (easily learns 
all the luxury of the far niente, I sliall turn up 
my nose at the dirt and closcmc;ss of Paris when 
I I'eturn. How long I shall have to remain tlu*re 
will depend upon what our ministers will order 

me to say or do, agreeable or disagreeahh*. 


May thill, 1797. 

We spent a pleasant da}* yc\stt‘rday, having 
din(‘d at St. Brian, a chateau iu‘ar tlu!*hrst pus! 
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towards Paris, about two miles from the edge of 
the forest. It is surrounded by a wood cut into 
alleys, and a moat. M. dc Cdiateauvillard, the 
owner, was a inaitrc dc la cliamhrc dcs cojnptcs, and 
has saved his property to the extent of four thou¬ 
sand a year. He is now president of the district, 
and lives like a sultan. There were many ladies 
there; among others, Mademoiselle de Ferrieres, 
a line girl, but very p<3or. Her father was an 
officer of rank, who lost all in the Kiivolution, and 
is now blind and a paupcT in the Invalids. She 
paints small portraits in oil for heu' bread. 

dliere was also M. de St. Sauveur, who was 
a !i(‘utenant-g(aieral and a cordon reage. His own 
p(;(?ple plunderixi his j^roperty, but he remained 
hid during the I'crrcur^ and afttn*wards retired to 
live at St. Sauveur upon the wreck of his fortune. 
He is a. ('hief justice of tlu; ptiace, and now rules 
a.iul punishes his former vassals in a more severe 
and summary way than lie ever could have done 
under the old regime. 


May 20th, 1797. 

VVe dined yesterday at the (Tiateau de Beuvron. 
ft lx:longcd to an officer of the guards of that name, 
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who sold it for assignats to the Notary Le Fevre 
de la Boulaye, and now is at law with him to 
regain possession. All the wood had been cut 
down before the sale. As Beuvron discharged all 
his debts with the assignats paid him by Le Fevre, 
he appears to have had a fair price, whatever his 
creditors may have had. 

To-day, Lady Rodney and her daughters, with 
the De Mauldes and myself, dined '*at the Her¬ 
mitage de Franchard, where there is a good spring 
among the rocks, though the stream looks as green 
as cabbage water. The situation and rocks are 

very romantic. The church is now a forest- 

% 

keeper’s house. On the wall is the figure of a 
hermit. There is a dripping-stone down below, 
and the water is reckoned good for various dis¬ 
orders, The peasants still preserve their super¬ 
stition. This chapel was, I think, founded by 
Philippe le Bel. 

The Valine de la Solle (a large, circular plain 
surrounded by ridges of woody rocks) is replete 
with beauties. It has many noble beeches and 
groups of oaks; the timber is remarkable for its 
size and height, which is prodigious in the part 
called La Tillas. I measured an oak seven feet 
in diameter at one foot from the ground. Along 
the Gorges de Muines the rocks thrown 
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together in long piles and mountains. The situa¬ 
tion and formation of these freestone and sandy 
rocks are curious subjects of conjecture. They 
are narrow, and point from north-west to south¬ 
east, as if a flood or river channel had run for 
ages in that direction. The Mont dc Montagu is 
a lofty, round mountain-wood, covered with large 
blocks of stone, and, what is remarkable, those 
on the top arc all indented and marked on their 
outsides with scjuarcs or lo.;5enges, lik(i the rippling 
of waters. These rocks extend man\^ miles. The 
largest piece is la /nwg boyait, 

I have found in my perambulations many 
curious orchises and other beautiful wild flowers; 
whitcj campion, low creeping broom, red gera¬ 
nium, globularia, orange-leaved eujfliorbia, anthe- 
ricum liliago, pink restharrow, white cistus, Solo¬ 
mon’s seal, lily of the valley, the maritime rose 
a,nd a small yellow rose, sweet-scented violets, 
blue milkworts, heaths, broom, cS:c. 


June yth, l 7 () 7 . 

Your letters arc come, with a load of des- 
|)atches pf importance, and letters of all sorts. I 
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was in such a hurry to do everything that was 
necessary to prevent mischief, repair the neglect 
of others, that I scarce found time to read 

and answer yours. I am now a little more at 
Itdsure, though by no means quite rid of the load 
of public ca)rrespondcnce which is come in a 
lump, and is very heavy. Besides, at the same 
time, the; '^commission dcs echanges” has giv(ui 
me a very voluminous parcel of memoirs to 
cixajuine, palliate, refute, &c., for I am le ^rand 
maliiilctir dcs deux coles. Both parties believci 
inc! and yiedd to my arguments; but they are 
always complaining, always ready to pull caps, 
and I am continually running about with my pen 
pour nuitre Ic hold, I have got quite the knack 
of it, and have a great deal to do to persuade 
both partitas that they are quarrelling about a,bso- 
luttJ nonsense. I have sent duplicates of my 
letters about business, by different channels; therc*- 
font I hope all will be pacified. 

dliink of our old friend Barthelemy having 
be.en unanimously carried up to the vacant siiat 
amf)ng tluj Directory. His brother, the medal¬ 
list,^ is gone to overcome his nolo cpiscopari and 
bring him to Paris. 


I Autlior of “Les Voyai^^es clu Jcanc Anacharsis.” 
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The Dc Mauldes left me last week. 

M. Perrej' aux writes me word that a report 
has been made to the minister about my return, 
and by him to the Directory; so that I presume 
my stay here will not be much longer. Mean¬ 
while I make the most of my time; for I rise 
early and take large strides across the divine 
forest in every direction. It is so delicious, after 
clambering over rock and traversing sandy plains, 
to enter arched dark walks miles in length, cut 
through groves of the noblest beech, birch and 
oak, so cool, so silent, so much my own. 

This morning I walked straight from the 
obelisk (erected to Marie Antoinette’s four child- 
lam, now defaced and crowned with a red cap, 
in its turn out of fashion and rotting), to the very 
extremity of the forest, seven miles or better, by 
a route famous in being called after the name of 
l)e Vidosson, who was killed in it by Zarnet in 
1608. I then turned down to Moret, drew the 
view, walked home, and am now quite fresh, 
writing to you. You see how the climate agrees 
with me. 

The Grand Lama Maniaduc’s^ death did not 
surprise me, except as far as I had completely 

I A disciple of Ciigliostro, and a great magnetiser, much 
in vogiK^ that time. 
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forgotten to think about .him. The consternation 
must be prodigious. Where will they cast the 
anchor of their faith now? 

The Serenissima has made a rude casada} 
Never was a Government so easily overthrown 
and dissolved. As to Austria^ it looks as if money 
or disaffection had settled much of the contest. 

I have an answer from Madame de Talaru, so 
cautiously worded that it is unintelligible; but I 
suppose one may surmise that it is satisfactory, 
so you may copy it out, and send it to the poor 
old man. I have informed her that I sent him 
a draft for fifty pounds, which I make no doubt 
will be repaid. 

Everything now seems to take a turn towards 
tranquility and sociableness.*' Many revolutionary 


1 Genoa. 

2 The reaction had commenced, and all persons panted 
for a return to the sociability and courtesies of former times. 
Social amusements, so lon^^ exiled, were revived and eagerly 
sought after. People commenced to breathe a new air. 
Hope awoke in their hearts, and that politeness which 
hideous cynicism had abolished was regenerated. Some) 
salons, amongst others that of Madame do Montesson, 
aunt ’to Madame de Gcnlis, were re-opened; and although 
men still addressed each other as Cituyen, they saluted 
women with Madame, One curious fact merits record, viz., 
at no period were so many theatres open in Paris, and never, 
according to official returns, were they so much frequented 
as from 1793 to 1798. The number amounted to twenty-five, 
of which nine gave operas. 
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laws arc on the point of being repealed, and the 
new Director’s speech l)reathes peace. He is per¬ 
fectly at home, they say, in his new clothes, and 
the country appears satisfied with him. 

Pcrrcgaiix informs me that M. Barthelemy 
recollects me with infinite pleasure, and promises 
to speak immediately about the absurdity of my 
being releguS at Fontainebleau. He also says that 
Reubel is more pleasantly inclined than he was. 

The Ministre de la Marine has, through the 
Commissioners of Exchange, desired me to exert 
myself in obtaining from the King a pardon for 
Captain Long, a,ni Irisliman born, but married and 
settled these twenty y(!a.rs in ITance, taken in the 
command of a imivateer, and to be tried for his life. 
I have, as desired, written on the sul)ject. 

We had a comedy last week acted by ladies 
and gentlemen, and Hounlon was the ‘'^Nigaud” 
in Le Souni. I dined yesterday at Montgermont, 
the seat of M. do Contaut, who is, but does not 
now call himself, Duke dc Biron. He married a 
financier’s daughter of vast fortune, a Mademoiselle 
Ikdcrme, a woman of wit and taste. The house 
is quite a palace, with a shrubbery laid out round 
it d Vanglaisc, The acacia.s in llowcr are beautiful. 
Adjoining to her bed-room, and open to her bed, 
is a noble gallery or conservator}'. At its further 



220 


LETTERS FROM THE 


end is a very good marble copy of the Apollo of 
Belvedere, which Gontaut brought from Rome. 
The conservatory is kept in a most slovenly 
manner, and has nothing in it but flowcrless 
lilacs. 

Gontauf s wife was rendered very unhappy by 
his conduct in the Revolution, and by her own 
losses. He has been courting the daughter of a 
famous Madame Case, who once was a great 
beauty and made a great noise but his nose has 
been put out of joint by his son. 


June 'zMi, 1797. 

Monsieur and Mademoiselle de Maulde havcj 
returned to spend a few days with me, which will 
enliven my evenings should the rain continiu;; 
but in fact they have brought back the sunshine, 

I know not yet when I am to remove to 


I Madame d’Esparbes, a near relation of this lady, 
was once an inmate of ttie Parc-aux-Cerfs, and was so 
capricious and immoral in her liaisons, that Louis XV. at 
length lost all patience, and rebuked her, saying, “ How, 
madam, can you expect me to have the slightc;st rt^gard for 
you, when I know that you arc in love with half my sub' 
jects ? What excuse have you ? ” Ah, sire I ” rciplied she, 
pretending to blush, “ I am so kind-hearted.” “ Why, 
there is Choiseul,” continued the King. “ He is so power- 
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Paris. Harthcleni}' sends nut w(jrd to apply tf> 
the Directory, which I have already done. 

We spent a day with the Princess de Perdues 
(formerly one of the Queen's ladies) at her house 
on tlu; river, which was built for the King's pres- 
sinl\ being originally the place whert; his grapes 
were pressed and his wine made; a.nd both Iwan- 
c,'ois Premier and II(*nry Quatre wi‘re wry fond of 
it, and with great reason. The house is not much 
raised abovi^ the meadows; in fact, the giaamd 
story is clos(‘ to the rocks, out of which several 

strea,ms of water ilow into all parts of the huihb 

ing. h'rom c^ach tmd runs out a noblt! terrace, 

uudt'r which are tint orangd'}’ and tlu*. kitchen- 

garden, on (hdlercmt hna^Is. The rocT}' mountains, 
covitre.d with fimt tret^s, risi! almost perpmulitmlarly 
l)ehind the house. Tlie whole rangt; or park is 
immttuse. 1'he rivta* swc^c'ps .along in front for 
home miles, forming a largi; (a*i‘sc<mt. Moret, and 
many villages in tlu‘ distaaice, scattered among 

Ful, sire,” replied sliU. ” W'e.ll, tlu'ii, tlien- is Kicdielitai.” 
“He. is clevcT :md aKrec*ahIi*, sire.” “(eHjd but tluTe 
is Munville, wlio is dtill as au tjwl.” “ Pad lie is so hand 
some, and has siieh a hcajilifiil k‘ia sire ! ” “ I araut that,” 

rejidned r^iCiuis; !)ut wliat csxe.use have }’<ju lor tin* Duke 
(rAuinoiit, who is as uRly as a uioiday, and as ill-shaped 
as a parenthesis.” ” Ah, sire!” n'sponded Madame d’h:., 
with a deep siah, “he is so devol(*diy attat'hed to Vonr 
Maiesty !’• 
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l^roves of fruit trees and vineyards, sceoi one pic¬ 
turesque street. All this is backed by tht‘ rieli 
mass of forest, which appears to have no honntls. 
I scarcely ever saw a lan(lscap(j equal to this in 
the same style, for the hills are bolder than about 
Kichm{)ncl and the culture more varied. 

The lady of the house (a. Castelamie by birth) 
is a cheerful, sensible woman, extremely fund of 
the place, and very well satisfied with having; 
saved such a remnant of lier fortunes. A f^weat 
deal of the fine timber has been cut down for 
the su])pf)rt of life. 

Did I ever ivll you M. de ('astillon was 
alive and well ? He ha,s refusc^d bein^^ chosen a. 
deputy, having given up the world sinca; his inis- 
fortuncjs, among which tlie greatest bknv was his 
son being guillotined. 

Think of (hisway's friend, David tlu^ paintii'! 
I'kifore the qth Thennidor he ca.me to iumtaino- 
blea.n, took a minute, and made tli(i list of about 
itight hundred ptirsons tf) be niurdtired, and settUsl 
twtTything for their ttxecution on a certain day. I 
havt; met the monstcjr in the passages of thr 
I^oiivrt;, l)ut he hangs his tigerduiad and fact*, anti 
turns aside. 

Dominick Mcadtt a.n(l l.ynch canu* Iu*n* In 
visit me, but the former ate so much ffuit that 
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lit,* was nl)li<^ajd to hurry hack to Paris, not to be 
t)ut of reach of his doctor. 

Paris, with all its faults, must have wonderful 
attractions, for I am pestered by correspondents, 
such as Madame Martinville, Chevalier Jcrning- 
ha,m, cS:c., who are dying to come in. I am sure 
I cannot tell what they expect to find, and I 
advise*, them to wait patiently until there is a 
peaciL 

If I a.m here wiien the season serves (which 
I dare say I shall be, for any negotiation by Lord 
Malnu;shury secuns to me a farce), I will take care 
to stuni you the pomponne roses. 

What an twent, your plants of lady’s-slipper 
blowing! I had long given them all up. Apropos, 
at the Pressoir, the other day, I found the most 
!M‘antifuI Ixtc-orchis I ever saw. I meant to have 
paintiHl and sent it to you, but an old hag of 
an ahhcsHC dcjroqiicc took it to look at and broke 
it all to pieces. 


July 11th, 1797. 

You that know the people here so well (and 
tluy are not much altered) will not be surprised, 
hut I an? sure, highly diverted, with the escapade 
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of rny little friend Eu|:(enie, which 1 am goin^^ 
to transcribe from her own letter, la'ccnved the 
day before yesterday. It is quite in your own 
way, and I think may make a curious liij^ure in 
the annals of the Rct])u!>lic a thousand years 
hence, like the Clelias, E^aTias, tvc., of Rome. 
You must first take one thinf^ for ^a*a.nted, that I 
never gave her any commission to say or do any¬ 
thing for me ; it was all zeal and i^auiv de cfcur. 
Fray take notice that this smart young lady 
of twenty-two is alone with a Jille de cuisine at 
Paris, while her mother is at Liegte 

‘^J’ai etc ail Directoin;, non aver, les d(!UX 
personages (jue voiis connoissez depuis h^ngtmns, 
(|uoiqifiiIs me promettoient inonts et mcuwcilles. 
Lasse de tout ceda., j’ai songe a un autre, <lont je 
suis sur de la discretion quant a la dema.rchc‘; 
car pour le rcste il n’a rien entcaidu. II y avoil 
comim,* d'ordinaiiR' scanci; publicjuc;, (‘t c\*toit Rar- 
thekuny c[ni presidoit. Je nu^ suis avisee, a,pres 
Tavoir bien examine, etant fires (k? lui, (k^ no 
tournc!!" dans la finunien^ antichambn*, pour lui 
(‘crire cfifiil etait prie de S(! rapp(’ller de vous, et 
pas autre chose alisolument. j(^ lui ai nam’s mon 
ecrit dans la ma.in. II me dit, ' Soye/ bien sure, 
Madanu!, (fiu* jk* lU' Ik)ublit‘ point, maih il y a 
nialheurcuseiiHUit d<‘S diriuailt es ': <1 i! (Usoit ('ela 
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avec un air penetre et plein d’amitie pour vous, 
qui m’a charmee.’ 'J’y pense,’ ajouta-t-il, ' soyez 
en sure.’ 

‘‘ II avoit son entourage de messagers d’etat 
et de secretaires, et il dut s’en tenir la. La 
seance etant finie, il passa dans la salle d’audience 
particuliere, et ce fut Id ou Ton m’introduisit pour 
parler a Carnot. Barthelemy y etait, et me re- 
connut. Il vint a moi, et me demanda si je vous 
connoissais. Je lui repondis que oui. ^Je ne 
cesse d’y penser,’ dit il ; ' je sais qu’il s’ennuye 
beaucoup, et cela est tout simple.’ Je lui dis 
combien vous etiez enchante, ainsi que Madame 
S. d’apprendre sa nomination. ^Ah!’ dit-il, ‘j’en 
suis pei'suade ; est-elle ici ? ’ ^ Non ; dans I’in- 

certitude des choses on ne pent guere faire 
voyager une famille nombreuse.’ ^ Sans doute : 
se porte elle bien ? ’ Oui, au moins dans les 
dernieres lettres.’ ‘Je suis bien fache de le voir 
la — il devrait reclamer.’ ‘ Il a fait une petition 
au Directoire.’ ‘ Je n’en ai pas encore entendu 
parler—nous est-elle envoyee ? ’ ‘ Oui, monsieur.’ 

‘ En ce cas nous en parlerons.’ Cela fut prononce 
avec I’accent de I’amitie. Carnot pendant ce terns 
donnoit audience a quelques personnes; lorsque 
mon tour fut venu, il m’a reconnue, et me re^ut 
fort bien,’^ &c. 
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After all, it is a fine thing for every citizen to 
have the liberty of seeing and accosting the chief 
of the State and laying their grievances at the 
fountain head. They may not bti redressed, for 
that must depend upon various causes and com¬ 
binations ; but you arc, at least, sure they are 
made known and not smuggled by intermediate 
officers. It is an art which all nionarchs htivc 
practised who wish to be popular; but they soon 
grow tired of it, and the people of them ; for 
when the lower classes find it leads to nothing, 
they begin to see through the bubble. 

Wc are preparing to-day to rticeive the Turkish 
ambassador, who is to stay three days here and 
to be harangued by the municipality. 

I should not talk of the bea.ntiGS of lointaine- 
blcau if I thought they would tmn])t you to infi¬ 
delity. They do not 7 nc ; I sec^ no dunghill lila* 
my own, no trees, no water, no rocks, no moon 
I dare not say sun—comparable to ours; but, with 
that (Lxcejition, toUi Aiif^lia mihi sordei, I prefer 
France. You will laugh at my ruughl)ourho(i<i. 
On one sidcj I have les dames ck? St. ('yr, fnun 
Versailkis, with twenty pensiomjrs singing litrinic'S 
all (lay long. On the otluir, in the viHlernni 
Count d’Artois’ stabkus, is a n'ginumt of c*a\';ilry, 
who trumped evciry hour for soniething^or other, 
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or play upon flutes, and oftener sing and swear. 
But they are civil people and inoffensive, except 
when I am troubled with a headache. This place 
has all along been very moderate, and no blood 
has been shed here, notwithstanding the endeavours 
of that monster David. 

I dare say the Tesica^ will go in her turn. 
At present Spain and Austria support her, but 
when the old Scarlet Lady drops, it will be a bad 
day for little Januarius. 


Au Colombicr, Jidy 24th, 1797. 

I am writing from the house of M. Cumpeh 
;iaimer, Perrcgaux’s partner, with a name as soft 
as any of those in Dutcn’s story,^ where I came 
yesterday to meet Mademoiselle Perregaux and a 
party of friends. It is near Arpajon, an antique 
villa surrounded with moats, charmilles and gar¬ 
dens. The little river Remardc runs by the edge 
of the garden, under shady bowers, very rural and 
probably rheumatic. I crossed the country from 

I Naples. The Scarlet Lady, Rome. 

z A German j^entleiiian coin]>lained to him of the harsli- 
ricKS of many Italian names, and said German ones were 
softer to pronounce, such as Schwartzenburg, &c. 

15--2 
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Fontainebleau by Malesherbes, to see Mercvillc 
Laborde’s place. The house, in the Revolution, 
had every bit of furniture taken away and sold. 
It is now magnificently refurnished. The place 
has great beauties. 

You will laugh to hear that part of our com¬ 
pany here consists of M, and Madame Dcsprcaux, 
the latter better known to you by the name of 
Mademoiselle Guimard.^ They are both extremely 
agreeable, faisant des couplets pour Voccasioiiy invent¬ 
ing games, acting proverbs, &c. They remind me 
of M. and Madame Texier at Brandenburgh House, 
being the same sort of personages. 

Perregaux writes me word that I may per¬ 
ceive the Revolution has not annihilated the gaiety 
of the country, and he is preparing a magnificent 
fHc for his daughter, who will return without 
knowing anything of the matter. I shall, at the 
same time, go back to my moittons at Fontaine¬ 
bleau, where I fancy I must stay quietly till the 
preliminaries of peace are signed, or not sigmid ; 
for I find my friend can do nothing for me, and 
his attempt to serve me has miscarried. I must, 
therefore, endeavour to make myself as (xnufort- 
able as I can in complete apathy. 


I A famous dancer. 
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I am utterly unable to serve Jerningham; 
my interference would injure his cause. Perre- 
gaux thinks Charretie gave an impression of me 
at first as a dangerous man, which my cautious, 
exemplary conduct has not been able to do away. 
But he and Charretie hate each other; so I do 
not give full credit to his suspicion. Barthfelemy 
is of very little consequence, and probably not 
able to procure my return; indeed, by all accounts, 
the whole set are by the ears. 

I had a letter yesterday from Lord Malmes¬ 
bury’s secretary, who says great attention had 
been paid them on the road and at Lille, where 
they are lodged at THotel Bourbon. I know 
nothing of the negotiations at Lille, and it would 
be impossible to distinguish the truth from the 
different reports made me. 


xiugiist jthy 1797. 

I have just received a letter from Lord 
Malmesbury, who makes use of the following re¬ 
markable expressions: I am sorry we are placed 
at such a distance from each other as to make 
our mce^sing for the present very unlikely. I 
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think it, however, most probable that you will 
soon return to Paris.” 

I conclude you have got my letter with an 
account of Eugenie’s visit to the Directory. You 
will see that Barthelemy is not bad, but he is 
not strong. All his life he has file dotix. I little 
dreamt I should ever become a suspicious person, 
who have passed my days en jasminmit. I sup¬ 
pose I am kept away now for fear of my giving 
a lift to the negotiations, by intelligence, &c. 

I have had a letter from Mr. Vernon, to re¬ 
commend the captain and crew of the Dolphin 
packet, in which he and Lord Berwick were 
taken. The French consul has liberated the 
passengers, and they are gone on to Rome to 
fetch the Misses Hill. What a time to go to 
Rome, ;which is certainly on the eve of liberty! 
This old lady dead, there will be no more, at 
least with power. What an age to live in ! 

Benincasa is delighted with the ruins of hier¬ 
archies, inquisitors, nobility, &c. The Margravine 
has sent me, by Madame Gaspari, a lock of her 
hair, in the clumsiest frame I ever saw, exactly 
like some fashionable knockers at doors; a llaming 
letter accompanied it. 

I now copy out the account of Eugenie’s second 
visit, with her mother, to the Directory. • 
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Nous avons eu un gros quart d’heure de con¬ 
versation avec votre connaissance. II s’est exprime 
sur le compte de notre ami de Fontainebleau avec 
la meme liberte et franchise; ce n’est pas sa faute 
s’il ne vous prouve pas son amitie; il I’a deja fait, 
mais on lui a/campe au ne^, pour principale raison 
quo votre fils aine avoit ete dans I’armee de Conde! 
Jugcx quelle platte calomnie ! II nous a demande 
si cela etait, et nous avons repondu, comme vous 
riniaginex bien, selon la verite. II nous conseilla 
d’allcr tout de suite chez le nouveau ministre, pour 
dcmentir hautement la chose, et que cela suffiroit; 
qifensuite au premier moment favorable il reparlera 
de vous. " J’ai dit que je le connaissais,’ dit-il, 

' que son caracterc etoit celui du plus honnete 
homine, et qu’assurement il faudroit qu’il fut bien 
change s’il savoit tromner,’ &c. ^ Enfin cela serait 

a rinlini si je vous disais tout ce que nous nous 
sonimcs miituellement dit sur votre compte, et sur 
celui de votre famille. Maman le toucha au vif 
en lui disant qu’il y avoit de la durete d’en agir 
ainsi, tandis que c’etoit un petit dedommagement 
des pertcs cnormcs que vous aviez faites aux Isles. 
IF le sent it, et baissa la tete, les yeux presque 
mouilles. En verite il vous aime. Dites lui,’ 
continiiat-il, ‘ qii’il ne se presse pas de retourner, 
car Ton ^m’assurc qu’il a demande son rappel en“ 
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Angleterre/ Nous Tassurames que c’etoit de toiitc 
faussete — ne s’impatiente pas/ dit-il—nous 

lui dimes que vous etie^: d’line grande tranqiiillitc, 
et que nous faisions a votre ins9u ccs dcnifirches 
d’amitie.” 

If the ex-Bishop of Coutanccs is wise, h(.‘ will 
not think of returning to Paris. It is too hot j't.*!: 
your furze-bush may easily take lire and burn to 
ashes, for the fire-makers mismanage sadly. 

The Cisalpine or Milanese Republic has united 
with the Cispadane or Bologna. That looks like? 
business. I suppose wc shall soon h(?ar of the 
Ligurian, Paduan and Venetian joining it, and 
then comes old Rome itself again, and pc!rha.j)s 
Italy will once more be lihcnita dci Goii. 1 sus¬ 
pect the little man (Napoleon) whom you admire 
so much has some such intentions. 

De Mauldc’s daughters have iHistirris! tluaii- 
selves so much that I think he will get something 
in the diplomatic line. What a fine thing charla- 
taneric is! You need only say boldly you know 
a thing, and the world believes you; your repu¬ 
tation is made. Potir lui, he is no nume attaelicd 
to Republicanism than you are, except as far as 
he expects to get something from tlu? Jaca)bins. 

To-day we walked out at six in the Piorning, 
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per apricum d solem, to the river, got a boat, and 
let ourselves glide gently down it in all its windings 
for about six miles. Then we crossed the forest 
eight miles, six of which were luckily in complete 
shade, and got home and made a delightful repast 
under our bercemi in the garden, in the true far 
niente style. 

But you have forbid my making your mouth 
water by my descriptions or saying anything 
about Fontainebleau. Yet how can I avoid talking 
of my exile—my hermitage ? Cicero would think 
and talk of nothing else but his. To be sure, I 
do not complain and blubber as he did, and I 
endeavour to make the most of most filthy 

bargain 

You must have had our great thunder-storm 
the day after we had it. I had no notion it was 
going any further, or so far, or else I would 
have begged it to take a message for you. It 
played about us, singeing our oaks and apple-trees 
and illuminating our rooms so long, that I could 
not suppose there was any viaticum left for a 
jaunt across the sea. 

Barthelemy, it seems, told Eugenie that Tru- 
giict, late minister of the marine, had always been 
an enemy of mine. I should not have suspected it, 
nor can #1 imagine why, unless it were from my 
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being so anxious and troublesome in applying early 
in behalf of Sir Sidne}^ who, I am t(jld, is \-cry 
obnoxious to him —poco m'iniporia» 


August 2Ulll, 1797. 

One of the commissioners of exchangt^ is 
come to inform me men and opinions arc so 
much changed that I may now get Sir Sidney 
Smith released, upon our (}overnnu:nt ratifying 
the preliminary convention for a general ttKcliangi*. 
I am most happy to see rny ideas and hopes 
realized, and shall not be surprised if I am recalled 
to Paris, as the business cannot go on olherwisic 
I wait for an answer from England. 

Eugenie writes me word she has seen Ihir- 
thelemy again, who told her there was not tlu! 
smallest complaint against me of any kind, hut 
everything arose from Ic lems qui tunirre, which 
makes it dangerous moving any way. Ikudiaps 
Fontainebleau is safer soil; for Paris grows reil, 
and quivers like the soil of a hill near Naples. 
Lobsters of a sky-colour abound, and stretch out 
their claws; everybody wonders when they will 
pinch. 
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I find M. de Maulde spoke well of me at the 
Directory, and said I was above soliciting my 
return, and have so many resources within myself 
that I can never be ennuyS. 

The Emperor’s peace is signed. Portugal has 
made a separate one, so we are left alone. 

I will now read over and answer some of 
your questions. I wish the hedge continued as 
near the house as possible, to seclude our walk 
and gardens from intruders. Has the yew taken, 
that was planted over the wall? The whins^ here 
are very hard to rear, though I do not think the 
birch - trees'*^ overshadow them at all. There is a 
species of bloody whin*^ that is likely to spoil the 
whole plantation. In this season it is very much 
heated, and those that have thorns'^ will overpower 
the rest; if so, the whole nursery will fail, and 
all be rooted out. 

The Revolution has swept away the literati 
and the monuments. I have been to Moret, but 
do not know any means of giving information 
concerning kings and kings’ children.'"^ 

1 Republic. 

2 Royalists. 

3 Jacobin. 

4 Troops. 

5 A negress, daughter of Louis XIV. and his Queen, 
was shut i*p at Moret. 
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You will find both Colombier and Mereville 
in Cassini’s maps. The former was a seat of 
M. de Gouvernet’s. 

Mademoiselle du Thes’ Lees were Lit de 
repos, Lit de parade and La fleur des Lis. She 
herself may have been Lie du pcuplc. 

The French expect an immense emigration 
from England at the peace, driven out by taxes 
and discontents and tempted by the sale of 
national property. 

How long did Dutens stay with you ? I must 
say for the French, that they are infinitely less 
given to forget a friend, to pay him court or to 
neglect him on account of his actions ’’ being 
rchausscs or abaissces, than our John Bulls, I 
have always observed that you may fascinate the 
most proud and sensible Englishman with a good 
dinner. 

You will not suppose old age is creeping 
upon me very fast when I tell you that I walked 
this morning (being our idle day) to Melun and 
back again, nearly twenty miles, and I do not feel 
tired in the least. It is such pleasant walking; 
a hard sand or mossy turf, and there are siich 
varieties of wood and rock. 

I have been entertained with reading 
Journey in the Pyrenees, Bareges, BagnicKcs, &c.” 
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It dwells rather too much upon lithology, which 
is quite the fashion now, and very tiresome it is. 
A man shall travel with you fifty miles, and all you 
shall learn is, that for so many miles it is clay, 
so many schist, so many granitoid; and then, 
perhaps, he has been happy enough to see a 
piece of a primitive rock or granite tumbled into 
a valley. But the description of a country where 
I have passed so many happy hours is, with all 
its faults, extremely pleasing to me. I am glad 
that other people have been struck with what 
delighted me ; and, though I laugh at their vanity 
at having climbed up a rock or a mountain, 1 
read with satisfaction the panegyric of Campan 
and Grippe. 

I think one of our hobby-horses is not very 
far from being saddled and bridled. I mean that 
Greece seems likely soon to cast off the Ottoman 
yoke, and resume something like liberty. 1 
thought once that the Empress of Russia would 
deliver it; but I now believe its liberty will come 
from France, a quarter from whence. Dim sail, it 
was little to be expected ten years ago. 



August zSthj 1797. 


I stumbled yesterday on the finest inland view 
I ever saw in my life—(you will say I am like 
the cat and the mouse in the fable). We set off 
early to take a long walk into an unexplored 
country, and accordingly stretched through the 
forest till we reached the three leagues’ stone. 
There we sat down to our breakfast of bread and 
a pear, basking in the sun. We then wandered 
on the banks of the Loire and the Canal de 
Briarc, peeped into a grand chateau where Nature 
did much, and art has undone everything. A 
large rocky stream runs through the woods and 
gardens, and the tasty owner has trained it u]) 
in a triangular pond and a moat round the house, 
and for its discharge has placed two horrid falling 
mills in the garden, at the edge of the stone head. 
We rambled up the high hills that run between 
the Seine and Loire, and returned to a full view 
of Morct, near an ancient mound, probably of 
Roman work. From thence the view was divine; 
the distant hills of the Orlcannois bounding 
the horizon, the Loire merindering likci a snrrkt! 
through a long reach of meadows; on each side 
gentle eminences and villages, with clumps of 
poplars ; and in a bold semicircle of hills J^he large 
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chateau and park before mentioned. Then the 
Canal de Briare falling into the natural bed of 
the Loire, which comes down from the numerous 
arches and mills at the gates of Moret, where it 
tumbles down several cascades, and reflects the 
large old castle and church, with the crumbling 
walls and turrets of this little fortified town, in 
the most beautiful manner. 

But I am ashamed at catching myself jasmi- 
milt dc cette force. Let us return to our moutom — 
at least to our betcs. Barthelemy has written me 
a note, hoping I do not suppose it his fault that 
I am still in these quarters. However, nothing 
seems to be said of my return from exile. 

The report is, that peace is made. It is said 
a telegraph has announced to the Directory that 
preliminaries are signed at Lille; but Perregaux, 
who must know, writes word that everything 
there is dormant, and Mr. Ellis gone to England, 
not to return. The council has decided that all 
priests may re-enter France and live unmolested. 

We have a great abundance of fruit, and make 
a glorious consumption of it, for I am grown like 
the King of Prussia, with some constantly upon 
the table. When I return home I shall be obliged 
to send the children out for blackberries and 
bilberriej. 



240 


LETTERS FROM THE 


Tourine, upon hearing Barthelemy was without 
a wife, began immediately to work and build plans, 
and wrote to Pillgarlick to beg he would recommend 
one of his fabrication to him; adding, on fait 
ces choses la bien lestement aujourd’hui.” You 
may imagine how Pill laughed ! 

I have written Benincasa an epitaph, on the 
apoplectic fit of the Serenissima.^ I am afraid the 
Adriatic will soon be no better than one of the 
wicked, and forget her venerable husband/'^ 


September, 1797. 

M. informs me our ministers are displeased 
with me for having, at the positive and official 
request of the Directory, written to beg mercy 
might be extended to an Irishman (Long), captain 
of a French privateer captured, and to be tried for 
his life, as by our law he has no chance of escaping 
conviction. This man has been twenty-five years 
established in France, has children, and served all 
last war against us; for at that time the pciial 
laws prevented Catholics being employed in the 

1 The fall of Genoa. 

2 Alluding to the Doge of Venice wedding the Adriatic. 
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English service. We have pardoned fifty in this 
and the last war, under similar circumstances; 
nay, we have forgiven all the Americans, and were 
they not English subjects ? 

I made use of these arguments, and urged the 
absurdity of a law which must have more excep¬ 
tions than rules; for what becomes of emigrants’ 
children born in England, if ever they hereafter 
serve against us on returning to the country where 
their property lies ? 

I also mentioned that if Long suffered, it was 
probable retaliation might ensue. 

How could this statement offend ? But I will 
bear all very patiently, and if I am recalled, shall 
return to my plough with the satisfaction of hav¬ 
ing (lone my duty. Perhaps, as the negotiations 
are begun, and the prisoners likely soon to be 
released from all parts of France, m}^ presence 
here will become less necessary. 


Fontainebleau, September 15^/g 1797. 

^ I have not written lately, for reasons which 
you will have learnt from the public papers.^ 

I On the 4lh of Scptciiuber a rcivoH liacl taken place, 
from a conspiracy for rc^storing royalty being found out, 
VOL.^II 16 
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Walter Boyd and Mr. Ker are packed off with 
every species of emigrants. Barthelemy is on 
his way to God knows where. I am extremely 
hurried by the number of letters my prisoners 
write to me, in dread of the cartel not being rati¬ 
fied, and their being left without pay or clothes. 

On the 4th, by a particular arrete, a commis¬ 
sioner was sent here to offer me the release of Sir 
Sidney Smith, if I would sign their proposals 
conditionally. This I did directly, as it was no 
binding engagement. However, the great events 
of that very day have probably engrossed the 
thoughts of the Government too much to get this 
matter finished, and I wait with impatience for 
further communication. The Admiralty has stopped 
the cartel^ and forbidden the release of any more 
French prisoners, because it has received infor¬ 
mation, I know not from whom, that the British 
prisoners had been taken out of the cartel ships 
at Nantes, and that Major Hull and another 
officer, though provided with passports and their 
baggage on board, had been disembarked and 
thrown into close confinement. Now, it happens 
that I this day received a letter from Major HjM, 

in consequence of which the Director li'irthcleiny, the I)(t> 
pntics Bn.rb6, Marbois, Trongon, Dneoudray, Raniel, Cnrnot 
and others, were condemned to transportation to Cayeniu?. 
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to inform me that he and his fellow officer, &c., 
had sailed some days before. I had, however, 
applied to the commissioners at Paris on the 
subject, and was assured that there was not the 
slif(htest truth in the report. 


Scpicnihey 21st, 1797. 

You will learn, before this letter reaches you, 
that I am recalled. No reason is stated, but I 
conclude I shall have further intelligence shortly. 
The ministers do not seem willing to avow their 
iiK^tives for displacing me. It is impossible that 
Nepean can be ignorant of the cause of my recall, 
of my enemies, or of the manner in which my 
business has been concluded. There are no steps 
taken for the acceptation of my successor, or even 
for the release of Sir Sidney. I am overwhelmed 
with letters. The exchange is in jeopardy, and 
our prisoners are sent up from Nantes to Angers. 

Eugenie writes that she has at length deter- 
ifihied to give her hand to M. cle la Verriere 
Montreuil, who has been soliciting it for several 
years. He is, unfortunately, upon crutches, but 

tliat is ^)f no consequence to a French wife. He 

16—2 
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has a handsome fortune, is an excellent man, and 
his father was a premier-president of some chambre 
des comptes or des aides. They are to keep house 
for her mother, and her father too, if he chooses. 
Eugenie says he shall have his apartment, and a 
door of his own, and even his fat mistress, if he 
wishes it, en toute liberie I These are principcs a 
la frangaise in all their perfection. If I had stayed 
and resided at Paris, I was to have had their 
principal floor, and to have kept house with them. 

Benincasa is at Paris, on his way to Italy, 
where he expects to be Director of Modena. 
Ciccaporee came over here to spend a day witli 
me. 


Fontainebleau, October Sth, 1797. 

I did not expect I should still date from this 
place, but I am here in a state of suspense and 
uncertainty. Not a line from the ministry or any¬ 
body. You may judge that I eim amazingly tired 
of my situation, and nothing but my good health, 
the beauty of the weather, and purity of the at¬ 
mosphere, keep up my spirits. 

I have transmitted to the ministry a letter I 
have received from the Commission des lichanges. 
It is as follows : 
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Le Directoire a pris iin arrete, dont le pre¬ 
mier article laisse au Capitaine Smith la liberte 
de correspondre avec vous. Cet officier joiiira 
d’un cautionnement, des le moment quo votrc 
gouvernement aura ratifi6 le concordat. II sera 
definitivement renvoye on Angleterre aussitot la 
rentrees en France des 4,000 hornmes, &c. Lcs 
evenemens du 18 Fructidor ont empcches quo le 
Directoire se soit occupe de votrc retour a Paris, 
ce qui pent vous convaincre et vons prouver (|iie 
le gouvernement desire qiie nous puissions continuer 
avec vous Toperation des echanges. De-la son 
silence sur le compte de votre successeur; il n’a 
pas voulu deliberer sur son admission, et il n’est 
pas question dc lui dans rarrete. Croyez moi 
quo nous ferons tout ce qui dependra de nous, 
pour vous conserver; nous le devons a la loyaute 
que vous nous avez toujours montre; nous le 
devons a Thumanit^, dont nous sommes charges 
dc d6fendrc les droits; et nous sommes convain- 
cus quo personne nc jxmt mieux que vous nous 
aider dans cette t4che glorieuse.” 

I have since received the arrctc about Sir 
S. Smith, who is now put on the footing of a 
prisoner of war. 

It was very fortunate for me I was kept here. 
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I might otherwise have been involved in the 
Barthelemy business, and, perhaps, walking about 
with Carnot. 

I learn that all the ci-devant nobles are to 
be banished till after the peace. 

How tired my short specimen has made me 
of ministers !—though I like the kind of business 
exceedingly, and do it with pleasure and a light 
hand. I have got into the French style of diplo¬ 
macy so well that I can now write a whole page 
of which scarcely an expression is to be found in 
the Dictionnaire de I’Academie ! 

I have dined at different country-houses latcl}', 
and generally walked. Yesterday we had a long 
stretch, nearly, thirteen miles, before dinner, and 
as much at night; but it was like walking upon 
velvet. I wish I were playing so. 


October 22nd, 1797. 

Still in the wood, as you sec, and not a line; 
from England; consequently, nothing altered in 
my most disagreeable position. Time steals on. 
Am I then to complete my year in the service ? 
If so, I ought afterwards, like a pauper, to hi; 
entitled to a settlement. c 
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There is a greater dearth of matter for a let¬ 
ter than I ever experienced, for the style I live 
in is more eremitical than ^'ou can imagine. Yet 
the poorest hermit had a garden to cultivate, and 
I have nothing of the kind. 

Our weather is stormy, with an hour or two 
of sunshine every da}^ and the golden forest is in 
high picturesque beauty; but, alas! it gives the 
unpleasant feeling of desolation and winter. I 
make long stretches across it every day, after 
working at my desk two or three hours. After 
dinner I go and sit sometimes with Lady Rodney 
and her two daughters ; but in general I remain 
by my fireside and read Voltaire's Correspond¬ 
ence,” which is very ent(*rtaining, though I should 
like it better if lliere were less of Voltaire 
in it, 

Mesdarnes d'Anglures and Talaru are coming 
to see me, but cannot move till the decree is 
fixed concerning the ex-nobles. The consternation 
wa,s general while the motion remained unaltered; 
but the movers have withdrawn it, and proposed 
another, by which the ox-noblcs will stand in the 
predicament of foreigners. 

I liavc a letter from Sir S. Smith, who thought 
I was goncj, and wrote to mc^ at the Admiralty, 
from wl^^nce it has been forwarded to me. In it 
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he expresses himself in the highest terms of grati¬ 
tude and approbation. 

I long to have this delay and suspense put 
an end to, and look forward with ambition and 
eagerness, though scarcely with hope, to spending 
the remainder of my days in literary and other 
amusements, or employments—call them what you 
will—on my own dunghill, oblitus obliviscendits I 
No letters ! 

I am told by my correspondent at Calais 
that no vessel has appeared from Dover for a 
considerable time. Our winter is begun. 


November gth, 1797. 

I have as yet no answer from the Directory, 
no news of my passport! What can occasion the 
delay ? I think they will not refuse me leave to 
stay a week at Paris; but there is no knowing. 
I long much to get away, at any rate; not that I 
expect any clear explanation or justice from our 
ministers. 

Sir Sidney has at last acknowledged to me 
that he has frequently written against me to liis 
friends in England. He says he only complained 
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of my indifference ; and now that he has such 
proofs of my activity and attention to his interests, 
he apologises, and regrets having done so; but 
what good does his palinodie do me now, after he 
has been impressing Lord Grenville, &c., with 
hostile ideas against me ? All he can say would 
not make them change now, or recant and acknow¬ 
ledge an error. How one thoughtless word will 
thus unintentionally destroy the welfare of another ! 

Probably other circumstances and calumnies 
have had their weight at home, and I daresay, 
some day, I shall be astonished at the baseness 
of those whom I do not think now of suspecting. 

Meanwhile, everything relative to the exchange 
of prisoners is going to the dogs. Animosity and 
pique arc revived, and hostilities in that line are 
as warm as in the worst times. Our officers are 
deprived of their parole, and confined. Probably 
the French are treated in the same manner. 

Potty dissiper nos emmis, we went yesterday 
four leagues and more to Nemours, examined the 
works of the intended bridge, climbed up a high 
rock to view the country, ate our loaf of bread, 
anS returned home to our dinner without stopping, 
untired and comfortable. I think, when I get to 
England, I must offer myself for a twopenny post 
or exciseman. 



250 


LETTERS FROM THE 


November loth, 1797. 

I have received Bourdon’s letter, who says he 
deferred writing till he could learn from his col¬ 
leagues whether the Directory will or will not 
receive my successor; and nothing is yet decided. 
He says: ^‘S’il est possible do linir avec Coles, 
nous le ferons; mais jc ne vous le cache point ; les 
dispositions dans lesqiielles il etait lorsqu’il a quitte 
la France, le ton de hauteur avec lequel il parlait 
de toutes nos institutions r6publicaines, la morgue 
qui se remarquait dans scs discours et dans scs 
actions, tout me fait craindre qu’il n’apporte ici 
des preventions qui pourraient nous empecher de 
faire le bien.” 


November nth, 1797. 

I had got so far when my man announced the 
arrival of Madame d’Angliires, Madame dc 'fa- 
laru, and Cesarinc, who have taken a trij) to sen: 
the ‘Miermit of the forest.” Your ears must luivt* 
tingled, as we talked for hours of you and yours. 
They send you a thousand embmssades. Lavit! has 
gone to Swit/icrland. Mis daughter is at Paris, 
endeavouring to procure the delinit<^ exyunctioii 
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of her father and husband’s names from the list 
of ajiis^rh, for, in fact, they never quitted France. 
lUit during the Reign of Terror, wherever you 
had an estate and happened not to reside upon 
it, the kind vassals or peasants set you down as 
emigrated. Many persons did not know this till 
the other day, but they were not the less obliged 
to quit the Republic, as having incurred the pen¬ 
alties of emigration. 

Perregaux writes me word my passport is 
ordered, and I am to be allowed to stay ten days 
in Paris, so this disagreeable suspense will soon 
be at an end.—Adieu for the present. 


Calais, December 4th, 1797. 

I stayed eight days at Paris. The reception 
I met with from the commission was very flat¬ 
tering. Mr- M. will send you a French paper 
containing the speech the minister made me on 
iny taking leave of him, which was very friendty 
and* polite. I am informed that, on my account, 
the whole business of the general exchange is 
knocktal on the head ; no further proposals will 
be made.or listened to about Sir S. or the thou- 
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sand prisoners, but all be looked upon as void, 
undone, or as non avmn. Yet all was in such 
a fair way. Pcccafo ! 

Charretie is recalled, and Senovert, or Gallois, 
a friend of Talle^^rand’s, will succeed him. I 
carry over 4,000 for the French prisoners, and, 
what will interest you more, des roses pomponncSj 
carnations, &c., safely packed. 

Perregaux was all kindness and friendship. I 
shall never forget the cordiality and regard of all 
the commissioners of the exchange, nay, of all 
their clerks. They crowded round me when I 
arrived at Paris from P^ontainebleau, and again 
when I came away. The universal testimonies of 
esteem I met with were quite overpowering. 

Talaru was at Paris unknown to me, but was 
recognised and obliged to fly to Spain. 

I hope in a few days to be in London, where 
I shall first exclusively occupy myself in bringing 
my political business to an explanation and to an 
end; finish with the board; and then make the 
best of my way home, and there remain quiet till 
the peace enables us to make a definitive arrange¬ 
ment with regard to the West Indies, &c. 
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Dover, December, 1797. 

After a most boisterous passage I landed in 
a boat, for the ship could not make the harbour, 
and was obliged to go to the Downs; so that I 
have not even a bundle with me. The vessel 
ought to come up this tide about eight in the 
evening, but the wind is strong and the weather 
foul. I have sent to Deal to desire the collector 
there will take out the boxes that contain my 
papers, but I am half afraid the ship will be under 
way I)efore my messenger arrives, so my situation 
is very disagreeable and uncertain. 

lint, at all events, I saved myself the horrors 
of a stormy niglit at sea, and have at least had a 
good night’s rest. 

I will now mention some particulars of the 
last part of my stay in France. An official letter 
from the Marine informed me that they had 
waited clay after day for the Arretc clu Directoire, 
whicli, by its answer to Mr, Dimdas, was to 
n;movc all uncertainty about the hite of the 
prisoners, but had not received it, therefore 
beggixl I would not wait any longer, but hasten 
td convey the rcmittanc:es to Clharretie, 

The same post brought me a long letter from 
(h)ttra,u, full of the warmest expressions of friend¬ 
ship, and a promise that, at my request, General 
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England should not be sent to prison by retalia¬ 
tion, even should there be a general order for it. 

A friend wrote to me from Paris that he was 
afraid the handsome things thought and said of 
me there rnc feroient du tort chez nous. Can I 
help being liked ? 

I found a Captain Davies, of Hull, at Calais, 
who had made his escape from Arras ; and as I 
happened to be well with the people there, the 
magistrates and commissioners made no opposi¬ 
tion to my putting him down as a servant of 
mine, and I have brought him over. 

The De Mauldes have suffered great losses 
by speculating in the Caissc d'Escomptes. 

Perregaux writes me word that his daughter 
is asked in marriage by a man past forty, and 
she d'accord. This is the youngest Barthelcmy. 
It is an awkward circumstance at this time, when 
the elder brother is on his way to Cayenne. The 
rulers cannot like Perregaux’s forming such a 
connection.’^ 


London, 179^.^ 

All London was yesterday in a hul)I)ub on 
the sudden arrival of Sir vSidney vSinitli from 


1 This marriage did not take place. 
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Portsmouth. He got off from Havre in a fishing- 
boat with Lieutenant Wright and a little French¬ 
man of the army of Conde, who managed his 
escape. The above is the whole account he gave 
me ill a short interview I had with him soon 
after his arrival. But I have since learnt that 
an order being given by the Directory to remove 
them to another prison, a great mob had assembled 
to sec them. When they came into the middle 
of it, friends properly placed caught hold of them, 
jiullcd them into the thickest of the crowd, and 
carried them off to a private house, where they lay 
concealed till night; they were then conveyed by 
cross roads and bye-ways to Rouen and Havre, 
from the house of one Royalist to another. 

As I have been suspecting for some time, by 
the accounts I have received from Paris, that his 
(escape was preparing, I was not much surprised 
at it; but I cannot yet take upon me to affirm 
whether the Directory connived at it, or who 
were the persons bribed ; for money must have 
been distributed. Sir S. said they were obliged 
to cut the Gordian knot. He received me with 
gre^ijt cordiality and many expressions of gratitude. 
God knows what effect this will have abroad in 
the treatment of other prisoners. M. says there 
will now be no difficulty in ratifying my conven- 
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tion of February, 1797, and releasing the parole 
prisoners. 

The way I learnt Sir Sidney’s arrival was 
singular. I was asked by Madame d’O. to a little 
music in the morning, where Angelletti and Benelli 
were ta sing. I found the rooms full of French 
dukes and duchesses, &c., and other emigres, wait¬ 
ing for the arrival of the Dukes de Bourbon and 
Berri, who came about three. As soon as they 
entered the room, the Duke de Bourbon crossed it, 
and came up to me. ^'Je crois,” said he, ^'que 
vous sere^; enchants de savoir que le Commodore 
Sidney Smith est arrive; je viens de le voir—il 
s’est sauve du Temple par le moyen d’un officier 
de I’armee de Conde, avec un faux ordre dii 
Directoire.” 

The Duke de Berri is very little and stump}’, 
with thick lips and rather a figure ignoble —not so 
fat, but like Mr. Heneagc. He stands first uj)()n 
one leg, then on the other. Like all his family, 
he is very unassuming and polite. The Frenchmen 
never sit down when he is in the room. 

I hear from authority that the captain of tlu^ 
Herculc is to be sent over immediately, in (‘xchangc 
for Sir S. S. That looks like an escape by agree¬ 
ment, either settled, as some say, for three thousand 
pounds, or by Bcrgcret when last over. Some sa}' 
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he lay hid eight days at Rouen. General England 
is confined in the citadel of Aire. I make no 
doubt Sir Sidney will explain my matters to his 
friends, and render me justice. I enclose a letter 
from him. 


TO H. SWINBURNE, ES(J. 

ParhmoutJi, July 26th, 1798. 

Mv DEAR Sir,— On my arrival here I find the 
annexed letter from Lord Grenville, which I lose 
no time in transmitting to you. If there is any 
step you wish me to take to procure a satisfac¬ 
tory explanation from the other department, I beg 
you will command me. 

I beg you will be kind enough to tell me 
what I am in your debt for Spanish books and 
disbursements to John M'Caim, (kc., in order that 
I may pay the same wherever you may direct. 

Accept my heartfelt acknowledgments for all 
the trouble you wen^ so good as to take* on my 
account, and believe mc‘, 

My dear Sir, 

Your faithful, hiimbh' servant, 

\V. Sidney Smith. 


VOL. n 


17 
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{Enclosed in the above,) 

TO SIR SIDNEY SMITH, &C., &C. 

DropmorCy July igth, 1798. 

My dear Sir, —I have just received your 
letter, enclosing one from Mr. Swinburne to you 
on the subject of his conduct in France. As Mr. 
Swinburne was employed under the direction of 
two other departments of the King’s Government, 
it does not belong to me to pronounce upon his 
conduct. At the same time I have no difficulty 
in saying that I am not aware that there is the 
least ground for doubting the perfect rectitude of 
his intentions, though he does not appear to me 
to have always judged properly as to the means 
of giving effect to them. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Most truly and sincerely yours, 

Grenville. 


London, January yrd, 1801. 

I have seen Sir William Hamilton and the 
famous Emma.' He is just the same in looks as 

I Lady Hamilton. 
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when we left him at Naples. She is very large, 
with a handsome face and bad figure. Her hair 
is very black, but she wears sometimes an auburn 
or a fair wig. 

They have told me many things of Naples 
which will interest you. Sir William has given 
me a list of all the people executed upon the 
return of Cardinal Rufo and the King, notwith¬ 
standing the capitulation. I enclose you a copy 
of it, by which you will see, as Sir W. says, that 
almost every man of worth and learning is de¬ 
stroyed or fled from Naples. 

He showed me the English letter poor Cyrillo 
wrote to him for his interference, but which 
Marshal Pignatelli took care should not be de¬ 
livered to him until after the unfortunate petitioner’s 
execution. It is manly, and simply affecting. 

The Duke of Cassano was put to death, and 
his wife would have been so likewise, but the 
Queen had her life saved, because it was known 
she hated her, and she thought her death would 
be ascribed to personal vindictiveness. The in¬ 
fant son of young Gensaiio was executed, and his 
fatHer near dying of grief in consequence; but 
now he is thinking of marrying again. 

The Duke of Andria went to revolutionise his 
estates, ^and upon the people there refusing to 

17—2 
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plant the ‘^tree of liberty,’* he set fire to all the 
farms and villages. He has since been beheaded. 
Don Domenico Caraffa continued loyal. 

The King likes Palermo, and will probably 
never forgive Naples; nor can the Queen, for 
they hooted her, calling out Fuora la Messa- 
lina! ” and she met with no kindness when she 
went to Vienna, from her daughter, the Empress, 
who soon got tired of her, and at last treated her 
quite ill. But the Queen never had intended to 
remain there. She took her three daughters with 
her; Christina^ is to be married to the Duke dc 
Berri, and she wishes to give the next to the 
Archduke Charles. 

Mr. Coutts tells me Sir W. lost a good deal 
of money at Palermo. You may remember he 
was always fond of play, and played like a child. 
His estate does not give him above ;^i,ooo a 
year; add to this a pension of £2,000, and that 
will not keep up their present establishment. 

Paesiello is still at Naples, in disgrace for 
having composed a fine hymn for the ^^tree of 
liberty,” when the French were there. 

When Abbe Galiani was dying, nobody could 
get him to be penitent; the Queen, therefore, im- 


I Afterwards Queen of Sardinia. 
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dertook it, and wrote him a long, preaching letter, 
entreating him to repass in his mind all the in- 
iiddity and peccati he had been guilty of through¬ 
out his life, for which he ought now to make 
amende honorable. He sent her a sealed answer, 
which on opening put her into the greatest rage, 
for it was her own letter, taken out of its enve¬ 
lope, and put into another which he had directed 
to herself, having altered two or three things in it. 

Lady H. showed me a very kind letter 
she had received from the Queen, in which she 
says nothing can be more degraded than the 
House of Austria, and she does not know what 
to expect. Lady Hamilton talked much in praise 
of Harry’s beauty, and said he was run after l)y 
all the ladies at Naples. She lamented his refus¬ 
ing to marry the Marchesa Moscatc, which would 
have been a splendid match in point of fortune. 

I was much amused by a curious account she 
gave me of what passed when Madame d’Osmond 
arrived at Naples. The Queen would not see her 
or any French, but Madame d’O. applied to Lady 
Hamilton for the purpose, who at last prevailed 
updii the Queen to receive her. 

The Queen was seated on a sofa on the same 
side as the door. Madame d’O. was dressed out 
like the ^mourning bride, and stepped in quite in 
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a theatrical way; as soon as she got a glimpse 
of the Queen, she screamed out and raised her 
hands, then threw herself back in a convulsion— 
Lady H. acted it admirably for us—then ap¬ 
proached, stared, and fell back again, sobbed and 
struggled in hysterics, crying out, ‘^'Quelle ressem- 
blance ! ” At last, down she bounced on her knees 
at the Queen’s feet, and began an apostrophe— 
“ Adorable ressemblance de mon incomparable, 
maitresse! de mon angelique amie ! ” 

The Queen was quite petrified, and reproached 
Lady Hamilton afterwards for having brought her 
such a tragedy queen. When the d’Osmonds 
went away, the Queen complained that she had 
brought on her a terrible corvee, as she was 
pestered with letters from her, all lamenting her 
poverty, and begging relief, which the Queen fre¬ 
quently gave. 

The Duke of Portland and TEvoque de St, 
Pol de Leon will not suffer any priests to return 
to France, to any province where submission is 
required- They allow of their going to IL*etagne, 
where none is exacted. The Pope’s legate, Spina, 
will soon settle all that matter. 

The Duke d’Orleans asked kindly after you 
yesterday, Madame de Genlis’s Meres Kivales " 
is her own and Pamela’s story dressed jup a set 
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guise, and more absurd and immoral than any of 
her preceding works, but well written. 

There is a correspondence published of the 
late Duke and Louis Seize, Marie Antoinette, &c., 
in 1789. It is authentic. Speaking of our regency, 
he says, ''Si la regence s’etablit, TAngleterre est 
a nous, pourvu que nous n’epargnons pas Pargent.” 

France is, I hear, perfectly quiet. Perregaux 
writes that his daughter has returned covered 
‘ with laurels, having never left her husband.^ 

By-the-bye, Miss Wesley dined, some days 
ago, in company with Mr. Nellemont, at Dr. 
Gregory’s, and he said to her that the most foolish 
thing ministers had ever done was to recall me, 
who had the art of being a favourite with the 
French Government without betraying my own, et 
toujours do la fumce pour toute nourriture / 

It is 'Said everywhere that Pitt has resigned 
on account of the King’s refusing the Irish eman¬ 
cipation, and that the Speaker is prime minister. 
There arrived somebody, about noon to-day, at 
Lord Grenville’s office, upon which the cabinet 
was assembled directly. I met "the laW Lord 
Cliatham hurrying down about four o’clock, which 
was very expeditious for him. 


I Mannoiit, afterwards Duke de Ragiise. 
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I am told there is a great jumble in the minis¬ 
terial pot. The King taxes Pitt with duplicity; 
the Pittites complain of the Speaker, &c. Never 
was this or any other nation in such a hobble. 
France at liberty to turn her victorious arms 
towards us; a northern confedei’acy; our allies all 
cowed; the Egyptian expedition probably failed; 
the ports of all the world shut against us; a 
French fleet out against either Egypt or the West 
Indies; Ireland full of inflammables; a weak ad- * 
ministration—this is only a partial sketch of our 
present situation. 

The East India Directors, it is said, are going 
to vote Mr. Dundas a pension of five thousand 
pounds ! But nothing ought to surprise us now. 

In the city they think that all this has been 
settled with Bonaparte, because he could not 
treat with Pitt, nor Pitt make the proper con¬ 
cessions he had scouted. So peace is now to be 
made, and then Pitt will resume his station; and 
this ridiculous folly keeps the stocks up. 

I am uneasy at not hearing yet of Harry's 
arrival in Jamaica, though various persons con¬ 
versant with those seas laugh at my fcarsd 

I He went out as secretary and aidc-cle-cainp to 
Knox, commander-in-chief at Jamaica. Tim ship was rjcvcr 
more heard of, and must have foundered between Mart ini(}ue 
and Jamaica. ^ 
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February 2nd. 

Another Jamaica mail arrived this morning, 
which left the island on the 21st of December, 
at which time no account had been received of 
General Knox. They are very low at the Admiralty 
concerning it. I have been all the morning in 
the city, hunting for information; but there are 
so many contradictory reports and conjectures 
that I returned just as I went, except feeling my 
spirits depressed by the fatigue. 

I assure you I keep nothing from you, nor 
palliate nor exaggerate; spero contra spem. I do 
all I can to resist the weight of despondency, but, 
indeed, I am cruelly alarmed, and prepare myself 
for the worst. I cannot pretend to bid you keep 
up your spirits, or hope or despond, for I know 
not what to do or to say. My thoughts are on 
the rack about your healtli, and the improbability 
that your shattered nerves will be able to resist 
such a blow as this may prove. Colonel Barry 
sits all day over the fire crying, and is angry if 
one suggests a hope. He quite kills me. 

• I had got so far when Mr. Higgins came in, 
who declares upon his honour he would not buoy 
me up with false hopes, but his opinion is not 
the leasj: altered by the arrival of this packet, nor 
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will it till we hear from Honduras. There is 
nothing so common as ships driving past Jamaica 
and being lost for months; Admiral Parker was 
so for four months. 


February 6th. 

Barry has quite got up his spirits, but I fancy 
from no reason but Higgins’s persevering in his 
opinion, or perhaps from forcing himself out into 
the fresh air. How often have I admired and felt 
the force of the Marquis of Ormond’s exclamation 
about his dead son! Ours, if gone, is gone ‘^with¬ 
out a blot upon his fair fame.” How time runs 
on!—every day sinks so much of my hopes, that 
I feel myself unmanned by every desponding ex¬ 
pression or look of other people. 


February' 12th. 

I write to save the last post. We laid Just 
dined when a letter came from Colonel Ban*}', 
enclosing one just received from the GeneraJ, Ihc! 
date of which was the 25th of October, from 
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Martinique. They had arrived, after an agreeable 
passage in a good ship, the day before. They 
were to re-embark that evening for Jamaica, where 
the General expected to be landed about the ist of 
November. His letter is written in uncommon 
spirits. He says they were all well, but that he 
keeps Swinburne so busy he has no time to write, 
and therefore begs Barry to acquaint his family 
that he is safe and well. It was almost too much 
happiness to bear when these tidings came amidst 
all our anxiety, and we were quite overcome at 
such unusual ways of digestion. 


February 2'Lst. 

I breakfasted yesterday with Mr. Pelham, 
whose post in the cabinet is not ascertained, as 
Lord Auckland encourages his son-in-law to stick 
to the war secretaryship, as a place, I suppose, 
where he himself can take an active post behind 
the curtain. Lord Pelham is to be Earl of 
Laughton in Sussex, near Lewes. The King 
keeps Sussex for one of his sons, and Lord Moira 
would set fire to his house were he to take the 
title of ^lastings, of which Lord P. is the lord. 
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Pelham has spoken to Nepean, and was to 
see Lord St. Vincent to-day, not having found 
him at home sooner. Nepean and Lord St. 
Vincent have had some conversation concerning 
me, but they cannot take the business under 
consideration till matters of greater importance 
are settled. Nepean is most zealous and friendly. 

Higgins says there is a letter arrived to a 
Mr. Miller, announcing the safety of all the crew 
of the Babet. By that I should imagine they have 
been shipwrecked. I care not, so he is safe. 


February 24th, 

Nepean has just written to me in a style you 
must like; am a fatter, and can therefore par¬ 
ticipate in your feelings on the news of your son’s 
safety; long may he live ! I am sure he will be 
an honour to his name.” 

The King is very ill; it is reported he is 
mad, and that Willis attends him. We are* in 
a strange situation, half a ministry in and half 
another out. Pitt and Dundas arc said to be 
overwhelmed with debt. 



February 2^ih. 


It is certain that Dr. Willis is with the King. 
'Fhe Prince and Pitt were together, and the Prince 
said to Pitt, '' You arc still minister.” 

To which the other replied, I hope, if a 
regency is requisite, Your Royal Highness and I 
shall agree better than the last time.” 

'‘^Oh!” said the Prince, ''I see things now 
in a very different light from what I did then.” 

So the ministry is now finely mottled. St. 
V^incent and Hawkesbury are installed, and perhaps 
Kldoii -the rest not. I can scarce flatter myself 
I-.ord vSt. Vincent will return me my old situation, 
as Messrs. Pitt and Dundas remain. 


February 2yth. 

The King’s fever is leaving him, and he is 
just now as he was when he began to mend twelve 
years ago. They say his illness was brought on 
l)y liis taking a most extraordinary dose of James’s 
powders of his own accord. If he does not make 
luiste and recover, there will be a regency estab¬ 
lished Hiwn the resolution entered into in 1789. 
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Nepean informs me that Lord St. Vincent 
has had a second talk with him about me, and 
he assures me, upon his honour, that he did n<.)t 
know why I was recalled; it was resolved upon 
at a council at which he did not assist. I am 
glad to keep the thing alive, and hope, at least, 
to have an opportunity of justifying myself. 

I met Lord Nelson at the Admiralty, but we 
had not time to say much to each other. 

Think of the emigres! The Count de C'oigny 
had returned to Paris, and had got back gr(.\at 
part of his property, and lived unmolested under 
Bonaparte’s Government. Meanwhile, he was carry¬ 
ing on Monsieur and the Eveqiie d’Arras’s plot to 
blow up the whole Opera-house, and then made 
only a partial explosion in the street. He had 
got away from France before it blew up. 


Fcbniary 2Hih. 

This morning I hear the King’s life is" in 
danger, and some talk of his not getting over th«‘ 
day; but as these are not the most loyal of his 
subjects I cannot trust to their intelligence. 
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March 2nd, 1801. 

The King is recovering fast, both head and 
health, and there will of course be no motions 
made in the House about his situation. This 
may, perhaps, make some favourable turn with 
regard to me. 

Another month begun, and yet no satisfac¬ 
tory accounts of my dear son 1 My hopes and 
fears are exactly what they were, and I wait 
in silence and sullen patience the accounts from 
Jamaica. 


March 

How charming was the country this morning, 
the sun bursting upon one in every corner as 
I passed through the Hammersmith Gardens! 1 

have done your commission with the Louther- 
bourgs. If I am to write or go to them again, I 
will the first opportunity; for I would at any 
time, and more now than ever, pay at your orders 
a vteit to the Witch of Endor, ancient or modern, 
n'iinporte qui. 

I have received letters from Ikidre Minasi and 
Abbe Campbell. The latter says he never met 
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with such a testa sqiiaiata as our friend Minasi, 
who is stark, staring mad about politics. 

Campbell lives entirely with General Acton, 
and is going to Naples with the Prince Royal. He 
says Sicily enjoys tranqiiilit}^ and plent}'. You 
had better not write to Minasi, for tint ports of 
Naples and vSicily will soon btt in tint possetssion 
of the French. 

When the latter were driven out of Italy by 
Suwarrow, Benincasa lied from Milan, where he 
was something, and lay hid for many months at 
a farmhouse near Modena. He has probably re¬ 
turned before this, and may Ik* a gntat man by 
this time. 

It is supposed that P>onaparte has agiatitd with 
lYussia to make the hentditary Prinr.ct of Orange 
First C-onsul of the Batavian Rt‘piiblic. 

Last night Madame M. had a. musicad party, 
which, from the small si/t! of the* room, and the 
black dress of the company, and tlie long piano¬ 
forte in the middle of tlu* apartmciit, must liavc* 
l)(am tlut (^xact rtipresentation of the* harhjps funeral 
in Hogarth. 

Lady A, and Mr. W. an,* Si!parati.‘d. Ib’/the 
most knowing man of tin: town, marries a woman 
for her jointun.*, and finds himself immedialeh 
beset with a host of c'reditors t<} an emormouo 
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extent. Her first husband carried her out of town 
(to which she never returned in his lifetime) upon 
Madame Le Brun sending him in a bill of five 
thousand pounds. 

This strong south-west wind might have blown 
some ships in from Jamaica. I dare not say I 
long for their arrival. 


March 2%th. 

Every day takes away part of our hopes; 
there arc letters by the Jamaica mail, and ac¬ 
counts have been received from Honduras and 
other parts of the island. They have seen nothing 
of the unfortunate Bahai, so that little opening 
remains but the chances of capture, which I am 
afraid would have been known before now. The 
Knox family and Colonel Barry give it up as a 
lost case. I write illegibly, for my eyes are dim, 
and every letter appears double. 

Can it be that the Almighty made my Harry 
so gofjd, so perfect, and protected him through so 
maify perils, to take him away so early ? I can¬ 
not believe it, till compelled by time and circum¬ 
stances. I will still hope, till hope itself shall 
turn to despair. 

VOL. II i«S 
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Pray look among my papers for all his pre¬ 
cious letters, and put them carefully together. 
Happy is the farmer whose son learns to plough 
his land, and remains with him till his dying 
day ! 

T. has written to you, but you want nobody’s 
counsels or exhortations to keep up your fortitude 
under this severest of all trials. I think I shall 
be able to bear it, and not break down, though 
the mask I am obliged to put on, and the efforts 
I am forced to make not to annoy those I see, 
are an amazing strain upon my heart. 


April loth, 

I must write, though I have nothing to say, 
except that your gentle, soothing letter has in 
some measure calmed my agitated mind. That 
you are resigned to the will of the Almighty 1 
thank Him, and I will hope that time will teach 
me to be patient and devout like you. 

If Pelham would but get into office, and "give 
me something to do, it might be an occiipatioiu 
if not an amusement, to me now. I could post 
the ledger of an apothecary or a haberdasher; I 
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could feed pigs, or dip a water-dog; but I cannot 
sit down to my own business without pains in 
ray head and eyes that overcome me in a moment. 
I cannot draw, I cannot compose, or revise my 
old MSS., from physical as well as moral causes, 
and I see no end to my misery. 

The papers inform you of all that passes, for 
I cannot bring myself to have the attention neces¬ 
sary for the perusal of a newspaper. 

I will write to Minasi, but his correspondence 
ceases to give me pleasure, for the subjects he 
treats of no longer interest me; indeed, man 
delights not me, nor woman either.” The only 
idea I can form now, not of happiness, but of 
<|uiet existence, is to sit by your side all the time 
my health and duties do not require absence. 

Poor Charles Townley is gone; but I know 
not what were his religious feelings in artmilo 
mortis. 


April 16th, 1801. 

I will transcribe for you what I remember of 
Lord Nelson’s letters to Lady Hamilton, which 
she has just been reading to me and others, as 
they contain many curious details not in the 

gazette, and which one may like to refer to at a 
* 18—2 
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future period. At the same time it employs mt:, 
and may you also, for a little while, in sornethini^ 
less distressing to our thoughts than our own feel¬ 
ings. Though I do not mean to say it is a 
frivolous subject, God knows it is a dreadful one 
to many a tender parent, wife or child. 

Lord Nelson writes several letters. The first 
gives an account of the negotiation with Colonel 
Strieker about passing the castle of Croncnlxiurg, 
He puns upon the name. An aidc-de-carnp of the 
Crown Prince came on board —Admiral Parker 
writes a Danish jackanapes. He wrote something 
down, and finding the pen bad, threw it away, 
saying, Admiral, if your cannons are no better 
than your pens, we need not fear you much. 
To-morrow you will pass the Sound; we shall 
give you a warm reception. What arc tlui nanu'S 
of the commanders ? ” 

All the captains were then mentionc^d to him. 
He started at the name of Nelson, and cxclaimrti, 
Ha ! Nelson is here ? Then, I suppose*, you 
mean to do something.” 

The second letter gives an account of the 
passage of the Sound, which was ac!eompli.4ird 
without loss, as not a single shot struck llu* ships, 
though a tremendous firing was k^pt up hoin tlu* 
Danish forts and batteries. 
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The attack was very severe and bloody, as he 
had every floating battery and gunboat to destroy 
or silence before he could get at the men-of- 
war and the great batteries. The Hereditary or 
Crown Prince was present, and very near being 
killed. 

After four hours’ hard fighting in the good old 
way, our brave, skilful tars took, sunk or burnt 
eighteen sail of men-of-war, seven of the line. 

In this letter there is much mention of his 
trust in God and his protection, &c. He also 
inserts, very unaffectedly, that he hopes Sir 
William’s pictures sold well. In the preceding 
letter he had sent his compliments to the Duke 
of Qiiecnsberry and Lord William Gordon, and 
begged the latter would not be making songs 
about them till they had done their work well. 

He laments the loss of his captains and the 
grief of their families. In the last letter he says 
the Danes immediately sent off a flag of truce, to 
desire an officer of rank might come ashore to 
treat with the Prince, or that a Danish nobleman 
might be allowed to go on board; and that an 
armistice might be granted for a short time. 

Lord Nelson complied with great pleasure, for 
his ship, the Elephant, was aground, in a bad posi¬ 
tion. tie went on shore and conferred with the 
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Prince, to whom he says he told more truths than 
he probably had ever heard in his life, or pciiia.ps 
any sovereign ever heard. The Prince asked 
him ‘'why the British fleet had forced its wa}* up 
the Baltic?” He answered, “to crush and anni¬ 
hilate a confederacy formed against the dearest 
interests of England.” He pointed out Bernsdorf 
(who was present) as the author of the combina¬ 
tion, and answerable for all the blood which had 
been spilt that day, and added, that if they had 
not had beating enough, he was ready to return 
on board, and lay Copenhagen, its shipping and 
arsenal, in ashes. The Prince was exceedingly 
agitated and terrified. 

Unfortunately Lady H. was called away, and 
I did not hear the end of that letter. 

It is very singular that when Nelson landed, 
he was received with huzzas and shouts of triumph, 
and escorted to the palace amidst tlui acchunn- 
tions of the admiring multitude. The capitulation 
of Copenhagen is expected hourly. 

The death of Paul I. occasions a variety of 
reports about its cause and manner. Those that 
will have it he was poisonetd, say that 'the 
chemists are now able to extract a.n csstmtial oil 
out of peach stones, which, whesn ruhlnni upon 
the lips of a sleeping person, will prcv^uit his 
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ever waking again. For my part, I conclude he 
died of the maladie dti pays, vi^., strangling. 

Woron2:ow^ resumes his functions, and is ex¬ 
pected in town to-day. He was to have gone this 
very day to Calais, all his fortune in Russia being 
confiscated by Paul, to answer for the extra expense 
the Russian fleet had put the Emperor to by re¬ 
maining too long near England—which, he said, 
was done by Woronzow's orders. 

Paul’s death has just saved him, and probably 
the news of it gave him the same sort of feeling 
the prisoners at Paris experienced when apprised 
of that of Robespierre. It is very remarkable (as 
I learnt from him) that there is a lady or woman 
(I do not know who she is) who, whenever she 
was employed to do anything for Worom^ow, or 
to go to see him, always enjoyed good fortune 
in some respect immediately afterwards. 

I had to-day a long conversation with some 
down-yondcrs,” ^ who made me almost long to 
go to St. Vincent. Such fine fish and fowls, 
such beautiful woods, rocks, plants, and a crater 
of a volcano, &c. 

% - -. - - 

1 Father of the CoiintCvSs of Pembroke, and a near 
relative of the celebrated Princess Daschkaw, whose auto- 
bio^Taphy ha.s just been f^dven to the world under the 
editorship of Mr, Bradford. 

2 'V^est Indians. 
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The French bishops,- I hear, mean to resist 
the despotic order of the Pope, which forces them 
to betray their flocks, renounce their’ allegiance 
and empower Bonaparte to fill their sees with all 
sorts of maiivais sujets, without assigning any motive, 
or in any shape benefiting religion. They may 
add, ''and without holding out the least temporal 
advantage to them,” for their places arc already 
filled, no pension promised, much less secured. 
There—there's the rub! I do not know who is 
in the right —non nostrum cst inter tantos, 

I met General Moore for the first time yester¬ 
day. He avoided all mention of his departed 
friends—but I interpreted his looks. Pelham is 
everything that is kind and friendly. I love him 
as my incomparable son did. He has an excellent 
heart and a good head. 

I have seen in the Morning Herald a flaming 
advertisement of Axwell Park to be let. What 
would old Sir Thomas say, were he to pop his 
red face out of Wickham churchyard ? Ignorance 
of what passes on this mole-hill, or at least a total 
indifference about it, seems necessary to our ciuiet 
in the next world. Indeed, as these things can 
only affect our senses and passions, which depend, 
in part, at least, on our material organs, there 
can be little doubt of the apathy of the tr^cmes. 



In answer to your questions, I reply that we 
are descended from the first waiters in the Paston 
Letters,” I believe, for Sir William, to whom several 
of them are addressed, had several sons. The 
eldest was the ancestor of the Earls of Yarmouth; 
the fifth Sir Thomas was the source of the Pastons 
of Appleton and Horton in Somersetshire, whose 
heiress (daughter of Edward) married Sir Plenry 
Bedingficld, my grandfather. 

The King is so well that he is come to the 
Queen's house to assist at a Court. 

Lord Nelson married a widow in the West 
Indies. He has but one arm; he cut his own 
meat, as well as I can recollect, but, for aught I 
know, Lady Hamilton may have helped him, 

I dined with the Loutherbourgs on Saturday; 
they talk of taking a house near Beverley, as they 
hear much of the pleasures and cheapness of that 
neighbourhood. In these days of taxation and 
severity, I conceive there is much less difference 
than there used to be between one part of Eng¬ 
land and another, 

I was prevailed upon last evening to go to 
the opera. It was anything but an amusement 
to me. ^ It is the place of all others to annoy me 
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most, for it brings so many things to my recol¬ 
lection. It was there he was so happy, so amused, 
for you know he doted upon music, and how 
pleased I felt in seeing him so fete, so agieeablc. 
Oime! nothing on earth, I believe, now can afford 
me pleasure. It is impossible I can ever cherish 
a project or build a castle more ! 

I send you enclosed some verses Barry has 
brought, which a friend of his (Miss Trefusis) has 
written on the loss of the Babct. 

I am told nothing can exceed the King's 
animosity against Pitt. 

The d’Osmonds are quite rejoiced at getting 
possession again of their daughter, with £1,500 a 
year to spend, from De Boigne.' Did I ever toll 
you that, in a journey to 'Winchester or Salisbury 
(I forget which), d’Osmond and his wife knelt down 
at the tomb of Osmund de Seez, Lord Chancellor 
and Bishop in 1072, as a relation ? 


I General de Boigne, a Frenchman by birth, who first 
entered into the Russian service, and afterwards into that of 
the East India Company. He subsequently became geiKtrab 
in-chief of Scindiah’s army. He annussed an iininense forluiut 
in India, and on his return to Europe married Mademoi^idle 
d’Osmond. 
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LINES ON THE LOSS OF THE BA BET. 

BY MISS TREFUSIS. 

Benevolent and brave ! bright Honour’s child, 
Himself unerring, yet to othei's mild. 

Wi.se, yet unconscious of superior powers, 

Fair Science culled for him her choicest flowers, 
And playful Wit her proudest tribute brings, 

Gives all her graces, but withholds her stings. 

A form enriched with many a manly charm, 

A mind expansive, and a bosom warm. 

Large in direction, in performance bold, 

In courage youthful, in experience old ; 

With deep discernment, yet with graceful case, 

He lent instruction, whilst he sought to please ; 

His public with his private virtues strove. 

Which our respect should claim, and wfliich our lov 
Such once was Knox ! the valiant, wise, and good, 
Now deeply buried in the silent flood I 
More deeply buried in the Briti.sh Imcast 
His treasured virtues lie. (^h I noble.st, be.st, 
Where, where was Albion’s genius when her pride. 
The high-soul’d Knox, her boa.sted hero, died ? 

Nor for his loss alone Britannia mourns, 

While the proud deep a Swinburne’s corpse inurns. 
With wit to charm, and virtues to endear. 

With mannei's gentle, and a heart sincere ; 

Youth of fair promise I had thy rising day 
Equalled the lustre of the morning ray, 

By Knox di.stinguished, by his virtues led, 

With gathering honours clu.stering round thy head. 
How proudly had thy happy parents smiled, 

How gloried in the glories of their child ! 

• Loved pair, adieu I if great the public grief, 

Oh ! what to secret sorrow yields relief! 

To private friendship, which would proudly boast 
Those heaven-born virtues now to friendship lost; 
But* that the swelling sigh, the bursting tear, 

Tell^ only that they were, and were most dear. 


Bcnhaniy^ July ijth. 


I took my destination on Wednesday to come 
to this place for a few days, in order to brcsak 
the uniformity of my life, and dissipate my gloom 
by varying the scene. I am afraid I have not 
succeeded, nor am likely to succeed, in shaking 
off the black goddess or god, I know not which, 
from the crupper, where it is fixed like the ohl 
man in Sinbad’s story. But, at all events, tlic 
jaunt will benefit my health, and kill that now 
bitter enemy of mine—Time, Alas ! till now he 
and I were on better terms. I remember, when 
we were such friends, I was always sorry when 
he ran from me, and lamented that he fled so 
quick! 

About eight o’clock I arrived with my port¬ 
manteau at the Gloucester coffee-house, and finding 
room in the Bath mail, put myself into it, and 
at four yesterday morning arrived at Newbnry, 
where I slept on a greasy chair by tint sidt? of 
the kitchen fire, surrounded by crickets and black- 
beetles, till about seven, when I was wakcaied by 
a ploughboy burning cheese at the; lire; for* his 
breakfast. I thought the strong smell that wok<‘ 

. . ^ 

I The county residence of tlie Maigravtt Anjpacdu 
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me proceeded from the burning of a house, or, 
at least, of my boots and clothes. 

About nine I arrived at this place, just as the 
Margrave was coming down to breakfast. 

No one can be more friendly and attentive 
than he is to me, except that he has not offered 
to lend me a horse. I understand he is invariabl}' 
niggardly in that respect; so, as the soldier says 
in some farce in anwer to his friend, who asks 
him if he docs not travel in his own coach— 
Moi et nion sergent nous profitons dc la commo- 
dite dll chernin, et nous voyageons a pied.” 

This is a beautiful place, and an excellent 
new house, fit for any kind of gi!ntlenian. llie 
architecture is like all that of Mr, llolland—that, 
in short, of an ignorant man, who takes bits mit 
of his books, and talks huuiano capiii ccrvivcni cqiii- 
nani. But, as it is plain, celtt nc vJwqiic pas. It 
has nine windows in front, and a projecting colon¬ 
nade of four Ionic pillars in the ct.mtre. You 
enter the south side by a large hall or billiard- 
room. The tupartment on thci right is the Mar- 
graviiKi’s, behind the principal staircase, and on 
tluj • north front, the Margravii’s. There are a 
drawing-room, dining-room and librarythe bed- 
chamh^'s excellent. 

The park lies on each side of tlie liouse, occii- 

• * 
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pying the face of the steep southern declivity, 
crowned with fine timber. There is a flower 
garden behind the house, and all the hill behind 
is covered with shrubs and noble wood. The 
view to the south toward the Hampshire downs 
is extremely rich, including a view of Lord 
Craven’s park. There is no account of the 
Margravine having left Calais. Her famous ship 
was stranded and very near being lost, and was 
also nearly captured by some French fishing- 
boats. 

Mr. Merry was received on the quay at Calais 
by the commander of the troops, the commis¬ 
sioners, &c., and forwarded to Paris. I suppose 
they think he is going to negotiate, or rather to 
sign peace. 

Lord W. B. saw Robert Swinburne at Vienna, 
about two months ago, very well, being able to use 
his arm enough to hold a bridle, and hoping to 
recover its use entirely. He had been offered a 
company in the Guards, but preferred his present 
situation as more active service. 
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October 1801, 

I send you poor Count d’Alet’s letter: this 
may be tinsel, but it is a little oil poured on the 
stormy sea of the mind, and soothes one for a 
moment. 

A ga2:ette extraordinary informs us that the 
preliminaries of peace between Great Britain and 
the French Republic were signed last night, by 
Lord Hawkesbury and Mr. Otto. Menou has 
accepted the capitulation for Alexandria. Upon 
this, Bonaparte gave way, and sent over moderate 
terms. All I can guess is, that Malta will be 
free, cither given back to the Order, or made a 
republic. Tom will be upon the pave, but safe, 
which is now what I care most about. 


November ^rcL 

Alas! just so it blew this day twelvemonth. 
It is a perfect hurricane — tiles and chimneys 
tumbling about, 

I have received yours, in which you advise me 
to apply to my friend Dick —I suppose you must 
mean Nick; for I declare I know of no Dick but 
Sir John, and I could not expect anything through 
him. 
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Lord Pelham wrote me yesterday a most kind 
letter, to say he had had a long talk with Lord 
Hobart concerning me, who is very much disposed 
to serve me, but, until the colony is settled, he 
can give no absolute promise. It must, thercjfore, 
be allowed trainer till after the definitive treaty. 

Mr. Jackson, who was to have gone as ainbassa- 
dor to Constantinople, but was prevented by Lord 
Grenville (in order to favour Sir Sidney Smith’s 
brother), is going as minister to Paris. I presume 
this Otto is to remain minister here; and yet it 
seems odd that neither we nor Bonaparte should 
not have somebody more showy to represent upon a 
peace. All the world is going down to the House 
to hear Mr. Windham abuse the peace. Ctd hono? 
I doubt the Duke of Norfolk’s going yet to claim 
the props of Cardinal Howard. 


November iyih, iboi. 

I have had a very i^leasanl intta*vit:w with 
Mr. Sullivan'to-day. He advises me by all iiiearis 
to accept the vendue master’s plact^ at Trinidad, 
which he says must be good, I find that islanti, 
not yet being sufficiently inhabittal, is iiot to be 
put on the footing of our other colonies. 
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The commission given to the governor makes 
him almost despotic ; he can choose, change, and 
act without his council. There is to be no house 
of assembly; the Catholic religion is to be the 
established one, and all Catholics are eligible to 
anything upon taking the Quebec oath. Govern¬ 
ment wishes to keep as near as possible to the 
Spanish establishment, and, therefore, as there was 
a vendue master under the Spaniards, there will 
be one under us. 

Everybody agrees that purchases in Trinidad 
would answer; for it is the finest soil in the world, 
has scarcely any mountain, and is as large as 
Jamaica. I haiu: it is a very healthy island, 
l)eautiful and curious in every respect, and of 
great extent, so that my soul and body will 
have elbow-room. The place allows of a deputy; 
therefore, I trust in a couple of years, or less, I 
may return to })ass the remainder of my life in 
content at Hamsterlcy. 


^Funchal Roads, January i(So2. 

*We sailed from Portsmouth on the last day 
of the year. Our frigates is a fast sailer, but rolls 

I Mr. Swinl)tirnc‘ had htion a,ppoint(Hl cioiiunLssioiuir for 
the restoration of the I)a.nisli islands to the forces of that 
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a great deal. We are above three hundred and 
eighty people on board, and sit down generally a 
numerous party. The general and I occupy the 
cabin, where our berths are rather gloomy, and 
not very quiet; but I have never been ill, and 
find, as usual, the good effects of my education 
and travels, in not wanting any attendance or help, 
and being able to put up with inconvenience. 

The utmost attention is paid me, and all our 
society is good-humoured and civil; but we cannot 
enter into their Danish conversation. There is 
plenty of eating and drinking, books, &c. 

We are just arrived in Madeira at the begin¬ 
ning of the rainy season, after nine months' 
drought which threatened destruction to the 
island. To-day the thermometer is at 46, which 
makes it the coldest day any inhabitant of Madeira 
ever felt. The mountain tops arc covered with 
snow. 


January i^th, 1802, 

I came on shore with General Waltershoff, 
and lodge at Mr. Murdoch’s, a wealthy merchant. 


nation. He went to the We.st Indies on ])oard tlic Danish 
frigate which conveyed General Waltershoir and suite. 
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The beauties of the environs of Funchal resemble 
those of Naples and Ischia. The houses are all 
white; above the town the villas are white also, 
and scattered about the declivity. The colour of 
the slope is now very brown, being almost all in 
vines. Orange groves everywhere intersect both 
country and city. The whole mass is pumice-stone 
of a dark purple hue, and black and red lava, 
and the beach is all puzzolana. I could have 
fancied myself at Naples ct proprius arderc piitcolos. 

We landed at some distance from the town, 
and had a long walk between gardens and vine¬ 
yards, supported as they are on the mountain 
sides of Capri and other Neapolitan places. The 
oranges we have tasted are very sweet. There 
are bananas, but the number of palm-trees is 
small. In a month this must be a paradise. 
General Clinton and our troops are here. 

As Madeira was quite uninhabited when dis¬ 
covered in 1419, and covered with woods, there is 
no accounting for its arborisation, as a volcano, 
but by supposing it the fragment of a continent, 
and that the eruptions were prior to that conti- 
ncnl being sunk by earthquakes. There is a 
complete crater on the mountain. 
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January 20th, 1802, 

I made the most of my time, whilst in 
Madeira, walking about and examining, I had 
not time to get up beyond the cultivated country, 
where Nature displays more curiosities than she 
does below. I principally should have wished to see 
the variety of plants she produces spontan(K)usly 
on those mountains, in a more southern latitude 
than Spain. As the island is volcanic, I was not 
surprised at finding a forest of chesnut trees 
above the vineyards, as that wood rejoices in a 
fiery soil. 

The houses are whitened with lime brought 
from Porto Santo or Canary, and picturesquely 
scattered among the gardens, which makes the 
views resemble the slopes of Posilipo and Ischia; 
only the roofs are tiled, and not flat—the tiles 
are dark brown. 

Mr. Murdoch, at whose house we were (‘uter- 
tained, is a man of great information, and had 
visits from the Portuguese governor and hisliop. 
The people of Madeira are ugly; most of tluiii 
of that kind of Portuguese feature that consists 
of a broad face, snub nose and widcj mouth, with 
good eyes and stout persons, like our friemd vSiisa.’ 


I The late Count Funclial. 
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Very few have Jewish features, high foreheads 
and aquiline noses. 

I saw two or three pretty young women. 
The men are thin and ama-j:ingly active—a labo¬ 
rious, hardy, patient race. The dress of the 
peasant men is a small blue cap, blue jacket, 
white trousers, and gaiters or boots of ill-tanned 
goatskin, but more often barefooted ; a long pole, 
with an arrow point, in his hand, and a coat 
hanging over it. The women delight in gaudy 
colours, but all wear the blue bonnet, a white 
handkerchief over their heads, chin, and neck ; 
a short blue cloak, and bodice laced loose before. 
The town women wear men’s round hats, arul 
cloaks down to the ground. 

The roads up from the city are paved with 
sharp, slippery stones, which arc more painful to 
descend than to mount. People use small horst‘S, 
which go up and down in a canter, with a pea¬ 
sant behind, who carries the traveller’s pormantean 
on his shoulder, beating them on. 

Mr. Murdoch resides at an elegant villa a 
rUaliemtc, up the mountain, where, at great ex¬ 
pense, he has laid out a beautiful garden, not only 
of the best productions of the island, but also of 
trees brought from all parts of the world, which 
all thrive there. Magnolias, as large as the oaks 
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in our park; weeping cedars from Goa; bread¬ 
fruit, and the Alexandrian laurel, which covers the 
the walls; palms of various sorts, and the whole 
tribe of agrumi mimosas, real acacias. Tlie hedges 
are composed of pomegranate and myrthi, and 
the banks kept up by the aloe and opuntia. A 
kind of heath grows upon the mountains, likt^ a 
tree several feet in circumference. I measunid one 
eight feet round in the stem. 

There is a church, Our Lady del Montt% con¬ 
spicuous over all the south side of Madeira, three? 
miles above the city, to which I climbed with 
great fatigue. The view from it is fine. A cascade 
of water in the adjoining wood is a great orna¬ 
ment to a villa made a Vanglaisc by Mr. Murray, 
our late consul, at the expense of twenty thou¬ 
sand pounds, which in spring must be a delicious 
situation. 

It does not seem that people live to a great 
age in Madeira; consumptions and rheuinatisins 
are common. The street of Funchal is narrow, 
no carriages being used, but little sledges for tlu? 
wine, drawn by two little oxen. Water runs 
through the streets, which are all upon a diichAit}', 
and this, with the help of the pigs, ketips thent 
clean. 

The ladies are canded by two men in palaio 
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quins, and few ever walk. Balconies and Venetian 
blinds give a pretty appearance to the upper stories. 
The ground floors are all warehouses. 

We are now running S.W. at an uncoininfui 
rate, with a refreshing breeze and a quiet sea; we* 
shall not enter into the trade-wind before we reach 
lat. 23°. 


South of the Tropic, Jan, 24///, 1802. 

On the 2ist, at midnight, we passed tin.* 
tropic; but as it is cloudy, we have not had it 
very hot yet. The thermometer stands at 72, and 
it is delightful; but I see no beautiful skies, rising 
or setting suns. 

I am very tired of being locked up so h)ng 
without seeing any of the varieties of Natmat, and 
in a ship full of company, where one can apply 
to nothing whatsoever. I long to be in the wilds 
of Trinidad; for wild Nature is the only thing I 
can look to as capable of creating a distraction in 
my mind from melancholy recollections. 

• Among Mr. Murdoch’s plants arc the Avogado 
pear, the mammee, sugar-cane, tragacantha, cofftic, 
cork, and camphor trees. 

Our sailors have been this morning celebrating 
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the passage of the tropic with a thousand mum¬ 
meries and rough jokes. 


January 26th, 1802. 

Yesterday was hot, but our sailors danced 
away till it was dark ; for we have a band of 
music on board, consisting of two trumpets, that 
summon us to dinner, two clarionets and a drum. 
The soldiers sing in the evening an endless German 
song, and the sailors impromptu in Danish, of which 
the wit is lost upon me. We have seen some flying- 
fish, but no tropical birds. Our deck is covered 
with an awning, which makes it very pleasant. 


January 2jth, 1802. 

The thermometer is risen to 99. Everybody 
is beginning to take shower-baths of salt water. 


Fort Royal, Martmiqjie, Feb, ^.th, 180^. 

We landed here yesterday morning. My old 
friend Sir Thomas Trigge was very happy to sec 
me, and has taken us all into his house. We are 



cor RTS ('if PARIS, 


PLi:S, LTC. 


207 


a large part}”, and many of tip,* oftk'rrs I find here 
are old acrpiaintances. Tlir \vt‘athrr is not diro 
agreeably hot, though last night, at a bail wlirrr 
the general carried ns, I confess I thought a little 
of the lllack Hole at C/alcutta, 

I have begun iny optiaitions I)y rc‘storiiig a 
Danish brig-of-war that was l}’ing here. 

I behold with sonuj pleasure tlu! vast variety 
and novelty of cultivatttd Naiiin; around nut; but 
arn better pleased witli tlu? sight of tint extra*- 
ordinarily Ixuuitiful wild llo\wi’s aiul shrubs. Idns 
is a most charming island, with wtKxiy mountains 
and variixl setmery. 


I*chriiary ijllh 

I have Ixien two <lays at St. l*i(*rno wlu.ae 
(h^uicral K(‘ppel entertaimtd us. We luui also a 
grand dinner at a nuTchant’s Inaise. \\\i wtmt 
and came back in canotps, a, charming trip along 
the coast, wdiich vari(‘S evtay minutca llie rain 
prevented my riding into tlu! picturcpscjue environs 
of •St. Pierre, which art? mort‘ pn!cipitous nml 
wilder than those of ih>rt RcyaJ, though mt^rt? 
cultivated. I have tsxperienctxl no inconveniema? 
from tlu? climate. 



298 


LETTERS FROM THE 


St. Croix, February 14th, 1802. 

I came here yesterday morning, but we found 
General Fuller had not prepared for his departure; 
and as the British troops are not withdrawn, 
General Waltershoff I'cmains on board. By press¬ 
ing and official threats, I have brought the 
evacuation to be fixed for Tuesday morning. 

The rejoicings seem to be universal on the 
return of the Danish government, though the 
English troops are much liked. I shall have a 
fine overhauling of accounts, and much roguery 
to detect and defeat, if half of what I hear be 
true. 

We left Martinique on the nth, had a view of 
Dominica, passed Guadaloupc in the night, and 
saw St. Kitts at a distance. St. Croix does not 
look well from the sea, for want of wood; but 
when near, it is neat, and cultivated up to the 
tops of the hills. Christianstadt is a regular town, 
upon very uneven ground; many of the houses 
with porticos before them, both on the ground 
floor and above. 

I don't know whether I mentioned to you'the 
serpents of St. Lucia and of Martinique, which 
are dreadful, and many negroes are destroyed by 
them every year. 
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February lyth. 

Our troops are embarked, and before this 
goes the fort will be given up. There now blows 
the finest cool breeire I ever felt, with a clear sky, 
and the warmth is not more than a good sum¬ 
mer’s day in England. 

I rise at the firing of the morning gun at 
daybreak, and ride out. I find it delicious, es¬ 
pecially in passing hedges of strong-scented jessa¬ 
mine. There are few gardens, the island being 
all cane or cotton ground. No trees are left but 
fruit-trees about the houses. 

The town is on hilly ground, and divided into 
regular squares. Each house has a few cocoa 

and palm-trees behind it, which makes soine- 

thing of a landscape; but, after Martinicpie, one’s 
taste is too refined- The great pity is that in 
that island there is no botanising, or penetrating 
into the woods and bushes, for fear of the snakes. 
At St. Lucia, an English officer and his family 
were sitting at breakfast, and his son, a boy of 
ten years old, ran with a servant thnnigh th(‘ 
orchard to fetch some fruit from a tree. He 

passed through a tuft of long grass, in which lay 

a serpent, that fastened so violently upon his leg, 
that it was with great difficulty shaken off and 
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killed by the servant. In spite of all that could 
be done, the child died in a few hours. 

When the canes are cut in Martinique, the 
negroes cut round and round till a small clump 
is left in the centre, into which all the snakes 
have gradually retired; this is surrounded by 
armed negroes, and set on fire. The snakes arc 
burnt or killed; but the immense extent of wood¬ 
land renders it impossible to destroy the breed of 
this horrid reptile. 

Though St. Croix, from its bareness and culti¬ 
vation, is not a good field to search in for wild 
plants, still, by the road-side and in the hedges 
is a great variety of pretty herbs and shrubs. 
The waste part of the town is covered with the 
four-leaved cruciform plant, called four-o’clock.'’' 
I don’t know its botanic name; it is in all the hot¬ 
houses in England. I gathered to-day a handful 
of Jumbee beads. The colours of the weeds arci 
brilliant, especially the blues, of which I found a 
beautiful water-plant. 

When the British troops departed, the intcirim 
between the hauling down our flags and raising 
the Danish ones—before which the Danish tr(ro|)S 
could not enter—was so long, that my rcu'gn as 

I A species of passiflora tliat shuts up about that 
hour. 
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king of St. Croix was of a length to form an epocli 
in history; for I stood, with all the keys of the 
fortress, magazines, and treasure, &c., in my 
hands, on the great staircase; and as the Danes 
had no artillery, the business of iny receiving the 
royal salute was so long, that King Stephano or 
Trinculo might have done many acts of royalty. 

When General Waltershoff arrived by land 
from the other end of the island where he landed, 
he proceeded to the fort, where he received the 
principal people. Numbers of free negroes shook 
hands with him. We then marched in state to 
dinner, surrounded by hundreds of negro wenches 
singing and dancing. The effluvium was not \'ery 
agreeable. One of these ladies—they all carried 
little red flags with a white cross—found it con¬ 
venient to lean upon my shoulder, and stick her 
flag-staff into my collar. Danish colours were 
hung out in all parts of the town, which had a 
pretty effect. 

I had always heard there was no twilight in 
the tropics, but it is not the fact. The moonlight 
is delightful. 


St, Thomas^ February 19///. 
Upon the night we left St. Croix, we drovi^ 
about ^fifteen miles through a fine road, amidst 
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cane-fields and cocoa-tree avenues, to the west end 
of Frederickstadt, where ships of war lie in safety, 
and embarked in our frigate. We sailed in sight 
of many islands, and in six hours came to St. 
Thomas, a mountainous one. Its woods have 
been much destroyed; the harbour is tine, aiui 
being enclosed by lofty heights, all green or built 
upon, is extremely picturesque. This morning 
our troops here went on board, and the Danes 
took possession. 

We are goirfg to St. John’s, partly on horso- 
back, partly in a boat, and return at night, 
business of restoring the island was {XTfoniKfd 
pleasantly here, and we return to-morrow to St. 
Croix to enter upon money transactions, Tht! 
inhabitants complain of cold. We have a romid 
of fetes, and, among others, a Imench 
comique, 

I am not much delighted with tho fruits !ier«\ 
and people have got so much into Ihiropean 
manners and habits, that I have not yoi Iiad a 
single West Indian dish, or pepper-pot, Src., exr<*pt 
floating island.” 

This is a fine port, but on account of *!ln? 
number of bays, lagoons and high, impending 
mountains, a very unhealthy place in summer. 
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St, Croix, March i8//l 

Much of my intricate business is finished, and 
I hope to get away soon, as the frigate is to come 
down for me in a few days. I enjoy the best 
health and spirits, rise early, take moderate ex¬ 
ercise, and work hard till dinner, and play at 
cards in the evening. This is a most hospitable 
place, for the principal people live in the town, 
and I have not once dined at home. 

I find the weather delightful, though the wind 
is too boisterous; but it tempers the air so well 
that, although the thermometer at the window 
marks 80, I do not feel greater warmth than in 
our moderate summer weather. In the evening it 
is really cold, and a cloth coat very comfortable. 

The conversation here is generally of Toussaint 
Louverture^ and St. Domingo. The la.st accounts 
from thence say that General Leclerc has published 
a proclamation of Bonaparte to the inhabitants, full 
of equality and fraternity. Toussaint has retired 
into the Grandbois mountains, and probably much 
bloodshed will ensue. If pacific measures are 
• 

I Toussaint Louverture. This extraordinary man, who 
rose from a common slave to the highest dignities in St. 
Domingo, was eventually inveigled, or rather carried off to 
France, and was thrown into prison, where he died in 1803, 
not without suspicion of having been poisoned- 
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The weather is much hotter, about eighty-six 
to ninety. I continue to enjoy good health. We 
occasionally make agreeable parties into the coun¬ 
try, and went last week to dine in a wild, foresty 
situation by the seaside, where the fishing-boats 
attended and supplied us with good fish. I have 
had delightful rides in the east part of the. island, 
which is more woody and mountainous. 

Here are some plantations built quit<^ up in tlic 
nooks of the vaJlcys, and call to mind the dc;ar 
sites of Bagneres. The beauties of this cliinat<;, 
with respect to llowcrs, lie rnostl}’ in the creep¬ 
ing and climbing tribes. There are in the wood¬ 
lands here large cream-coloured, yellow, red, purple, 
blue and scarlet trumpet-Oowers and convolvo- 
luses, but I expect more variety in the less culti¬ 
vated islands. 

I have met with numbers of friends and ac¬ 
quaintances of our dear Harry and his good friiuid, 
which has been many a dagger to me. The most 
knowing seamen here think the unfortunate Habci 
was wrecked upon the almost unknown Isles of 
Aves, to the southward of this place. 
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May lytlL 

Admiral ‘Totty has sent down the Plover 
sloop-of-war, Captain Galway. The Ainiahle was 
detained by the mutiny at Dominica, and I have* 
been a month idle here. We shall go early to¬ 
morrow to a country-house on the north side, 
among the mountains, where a large party is to 
meet us, and next morning breakfast on board tlu; 
sloop at Frederickstadt, from whence wc shall take 
our departure at noon. We stopped to dine a,nd 
sup at St. Thomas, next day dine with Mr, 
Georges at Tortola, then to St. Kitts. 


Tortola, May 20th, 

I write to save the packet, lest anybody, or 
the papers, should inform you that tho. Plover 
sloop-of-war was wrecked the night before^ last 
on the Anegada reef. About four hours after- 
wards, I, with eight more, came off in a boat to 
procure assistance; and after a most perilous row 
of three leagues, wet to the skin and fadigiu'd, 
not knowing what land it was wc saw, nor iiow 
to get over the reef, we met a boat tha.l took us 
into North Sound, Virgin Gorda. Here { pro^ 
cured several small vessels, and have since heai'd 
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that not only the lives of all are saved, but all 
the baggage and stores. 

We passed a hermit’s life yesterday, having 
nothing but one empty room of a fisher-house 
for our accommodation, and nothing to eat. At 
last, by exertions, we procured some milk and 
cassada, and slept on the floor, our coats acting 
as bolsters. This morning we came here. 


May 227 a/. 

I begin to think my life will make a good 
second edition of Robinson Crusoe.’' I will now 
give you a more detailed account of my adven¬ 
tures. On Friday last I (luitted Christiansta.(lt 
with a very large party, and slept at a gentleman’s 
]>lantation in the Northside Mountains, which are 
beautifully romantic. Saturday we proceeded to 
Frederickstadt, where the Plover rode at anchor. 
General Waltcrshoff and Mr. Hagen met me to 
take leave, with every mark of respect, salutes 
from the fort, &c- 

We breakfasted on board, then landed for a 
prodigious grand dinner at a Mr. Imster’s, where 
all the Danish and English captains met and 
caroused till night. 


20-—2 
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We embarked at ten to set sail at six next 
morning, nobody but myself bestowing a thought 
upon the possibility of any danger; but I have 
been taught so severe a lesson that it is never out 
of my mind, and I calculated that our captain 
and everybody on board were strangers to these 
seas, and not very well provided with good charts; 
besides, the being in constant sight of land is apt 
to betray one into a dangerous security, and to 
make one steer by the eye rather than by good 
astronomical and nautical combinations. 

We reached St. Thomas for dinner, and spent 
the day with some friends ashore. 

On Monday, by daybreak, we were under 
way, after weathering the east point of St. Croix 
and St. John’s. About noon, Tuesday, we were 
close in with the south side of Virgin Gorda, or 
Spanish Town Island. 

After an immense deal of tacking, about a 
quarter before midnight, the ship struck upon a 
horse-shoe reef, which extends a vast way tuusl 
from the island of Anegada, but shows no mark 
above water, whereby its shallow, rock}' bottom 
can be known. 

We were all awakened with the shock; sonu^ 
thought it was an earthquake. I felt very little 
emotion, but dressed myself and came (ui deck, 
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where I saw little hope of saving the ship. The 
moon shone bright, the wind was moderate, and 
the sea calm. The round mountain of Spanish 
Town, which I had sketched the preceding day, 
appeared to the south-west, at a great distance. 

We cut away our mainmast and threw our 
guns and ballast overboard. The ship remained 
immovable, and the anchor carried out could not 
bring her off; but she made no water. 

We went off, as I told you, in the jolly-boat, 
to procure assistance, not knowing where to find 
inhabitants, or what rocks and shoals we might 
meet with; but violent squalls came on, and we 
durst not hoist our sail. Drenched with rain, 
our men harassed, and our boat filling with water, 
I almost lost the hope of escaping ourselves. 

However, after many hours’ labour and slow 
progress, we reached land ; but an iron reef pre¬ 
vented our landing, and neither man, beast nor 
habitation appeared in sight. The sea ran moun¬ 
tains high, and the rain drowned us. 

Happily, we saw a boat standing towards us, 
and making signals. It conducted us through a 
channel into North Sound, Spanish Town, a 
beautiful large bay, crowned with high mountains, 
covered with c(;tton bushes, but very few houses. 
At one of thcLSe we landed, and, as soon as 
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possible, sent off boats and sloops to the man- 
of-war. 

We, luckily, had brought some biscuits and 
rum, or else we should have starved, for the poor 
fishermen had nothing to offer us. We slept on 
the floor as well as we could, and our clothes 
dried in the sun on our backs, but not one of us 
has suffered, though it is reckoned dangerous in 
this climate. 

About midnight a boat came from the ship, 
with baggage and some of the crew. Early next 
morning we saw from the hill that the ship was 
dismasted and unmoored; but she seemed to be 
turned round, which was indeed the case. 

The inhabitants of Spanish Town are a fine, 
tall, hardy race of men. They are supposed to be 
the descendants of the buccaneers, and have the 
reputation of being savage and lawless, and accus¬ 
tomed to subsist on the spoils of wrecks. They 
were very good-natured to us, but their planters 
gave us neither assistance nor food. The blacks 
were eager to supply us. 

The number of inhabitants of this large island 
does not exceed a hundred, mostly collected at the 
west end, in a kind of town, with a. church. 

We came to Tortola the day before yesterday, 
and in the evening a boat brought iis word that 
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the Plover was off the rocks and moored in safety. 
I immediately sent off a large sloop with water 
and provisions, and the sailors we had brought 
hither. 

I have written to General Waltershoff for a 
Danish frigate to carry me up to St. Kitts. I 
am at Mr. Georges’, whose house is on the most 
beautiful bay in the world. 


May at Sea, 

At noon, on the 24th, the Danish brig-of-war 
Langax arrived with Mr. Hagen, one of the com¬ 
missioners, and at night wc embarked. We have 
been becalmed ever since, and have made little 
wa}'. 

Before I left Tortola I rode over a large pro¬ 
portion of the island, which is very mountainous. 
In many parts the sugar plantations are carried 
up to the summit of the hills. Some ‘^of the best 
houses arc also on the heights, and enjoy fine air 
and admirable prospects. Their gardens lie in 
sofnc sheltered gully, where there arc springs of 
water. Tim ways up arc narroW;, rugged and 
steep, but the horses are so accustomed to them 
that no accident ever happens. 
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The flowering shrubs are beautiful, and the 
large aloe, in full flower, is a noble plant. Tortola 
is a very beautiful island. Mr. Georges says he 
saves four thousand a year by residing on the 
spot. 


Fort Royal, Martmiqiic, 

I have just landed from the Danish brig. We 
went to Montserrat, where Mr, T. Meade and 
the gentlemen of the island received me with 
great hospitality. I like its locale wonderfully, 
especially Streatham (Meade’s house), which is sur~ 
rounded by romantic scenery, and as temperate 
as Madeira. 

[The intervening letters are missing.] 


Port of Spain, Trinidad, Jidy gth. 

As the town is hot, and reckoned not so un¬ 
wholesome as the country, I have taken a small 
cottage, consisting of a hall and three bed-chambers, 
on the crown of a hill, and a mile and a half frt)rn 
the town, across a plain half-environed by woody 
mountains, and commanding the most beautiful 
prospect in the world, for the range of hills con- 
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tinues on the left in a sweep behind the town, 
and ends in the sea. 

The plain, which is thus enclosed like a solid 
half-moon by the hills and sea, exceeds my powers 
of description. It is as minutely and as richly 
cultivated as the Brompton nurseries, and inter¬ 
spersed with all sorts of large timber trees. There 
arc some habitations, barracks, &c., and one or 
two groves of tall trees that remind me of Chis¬ 
wick and Ham. 

On the left the eye ranges over the town, and 
beyond it tlie immense forest which encircles 
thci gulf, and is lost in the hori;^on. To the 
right it commands the shipping, and to the north 
tin; mountains which form the Bocas. 

I a,m told that the deer, wild fowl, parrots 
and monkeys will comti about the house when all 
is (|uiet. Tlui deer are small and very elegant. 
I have already seen a great variety of beautiful 
birds, one this morning, very small, of the bright¬ 
est black and whit(.^ plumage imaginable. In the 
town the strexits arc wide and paved. 


A%igust xst. 

I htivv. reunoved to the village of St. Juan, 
four miles from the Port of Spain, eastward, close 
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to the mountains, overlooking the small tract of 
cleared lands, and then the boundless woods of 
the Casony; and, at many miles distance, the 
gentle, woody eminence towards Raporina. 

A fine river. flows from the mountains, and 
waters the foot of the hill we live upon. The 
high road to St. Joseph crosses the little plain 
before us, between hedges of lime trees. The 
road uphill branches off in the middle of a loft}^ 
grove, the underwood of which is the cacao or 
chocolate tree. You then descend a pretty wind- 
ing road, cross the water, and ascend a gentle 
eminence, on the flat top of which the village of 
St. Juan is marked out in squares, so disposed 
that each house—made of mud, covered over with 
cane leaves—has a square round it for offices and 
a garden. 

The padre, or Spanish curate, inhabits a large 
house at the head of the green; and behind all 
are his church and churchyard. Beyond rise lofty 
peaks, covered with the thickest woods. 

A French family still occupies our ground 
floor, but when they are gone we shall be inagni- 
fiqne. But my stable is not yet built, so my two 
horses and mule dormcnt a la belle ctoilc. 

The mornings and evenings here arc exactly 
like those of the finest summer in England. The 
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verdure is brilliant, and the present hills form a 
light blue ridge along the horizon. 

The 14th Regiment being quartered at the 
city of St- Joseph enlivens our prospect, as 
some scarlet coat or other is always galloping 
along our lemon hedges, which hedges smell 
divinely when clipped, especially in the nights 
and mornings. • 

The other day I wandered up a neighbouring 
opening in the mountains for a mile or two, 
crossing our river Aracagua, or some such name, 
and, winding through the forest, came to some 
plantations of sugar, coffee and cotton. The 
features of the view are gigantic, and sublimel}' 
beautiful. 

I have begun a Flora Tvinidadcmia, and have 
already got five flowers in it. There arc more 
flowering shrubs here than low plants, but still 
great varieties of the latter. Everything is enor¬ 
mously dear here : nine guineas a month for our 
wooden house, three shillings for a hen, and so 
forth. 

The flat land in view belongs to Governor 
Heton, who comes out every Monday, and we 
are going to dine there to-day. Trinidad is what 
I fancy Britain to have been before the Romans 
came—forests opened in strait line.s, rivers clucked 
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with trees, and savages cultivating, in the small 
open spots of the woods, sufficient vegetables 
for their subsistence. The distant hills and the 
verdure look like the general face of England. 

When I go to the town, I dine with the 
governor, where I have a general invitation, or at 
one merchant’s or another. We live a great deal 
upon soup of rice, fowl, beef and eggs, and, now 
and then, pigeons from a dovecote. Fruit, except 
oranges, is not to be thought of, for, although in 
this island the forests are full of fruit, individuals 
raise none worth mentioning. The Avogada pear 
is a fine thing, like marrow spread on bread. I 
have eaten one excellent pine-apple; the rest were 
not a mon gout. The bread-fruit is a good kind 
of potato as to taste. When the season grows 
dry I shall move about more and be more enter¬ 
taining. 

La! what an ambassador Sir J. W. will maked 
His riband and his wife will do very well, but 
the voi;5 is wanting, though, perhaps, he has enough 
for Alexander. 

The chaplain or rector of the church lierc, in 
conjunction with a commissary, gave a ball the 
other night at a mulatto woman’s tavern. I h(;ar 
it was brilliant-—all British, the governor at the 
head. 
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Every day wc have tremendous showers and 
very alarming lightning, which put an end for 
the present to my hobby-horsical excursions in 
([uest of flowers, prospects, or natural history. 

I have painted above thirty flowers, and now 
begin to find it difficult to get new ones as the 
season advances. 


Siftcniin'r i8oj. 

TIk; weathia* has been wry hot, but nut at iri}' 
dear St. Juan--no; thent tint c;(M)I brec‘ze blew so 
hard, that I was oblig{aI to shut iny wiiuiows ; at 
this inonumt it is troubkssome, and I am sitting 
drcjssed (exactly as I should Ik* at Ilarnsterley, 
and not a bit too warm, but am I’ven obliged to 
take a glass <jf wine? to cheer the c’.oekles of ni\' 
old heart. 

I am here perfectly well with all parties, and 
1 am Vitry sure that I am oiuj of the mcjsl uiuix- 
cc!ptionnI>Ie metn that could Ihj fixt'd upon for an}’ 
office hen* (xxcust^ my trumptttcT luting dead. 

Then* is no doubt (fiuirtiatux ktads a <|ui(*tt.‘r 
liftt than f do, l)arring !cs jours de fcic. I rttad, 
walk, weak, write till dark, and at (tight 1 am in 
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bed and bon soiv. A sweet little bird; that warbles 
like a nightingale or a lark, roosts under our roof^ 
that iS; directly over my mosquito-net; and the 
sweet little fellow sings deliciously to me at the 
early dawn. 

There are many charming singing-birds here. 
I was offered yesterday a cage of forty beautiful 
little parrotS; the prettiest thing imaginable. I 
was tempted to buy them to send after a Hock 
of their fathers and mothers, chattering and Hying 
over their heads, but too high even to distinguish 
their colours. 

The other day I went out to see the officers 
hunt deer. The animal is of-a small sue, and is 
easily run down by the dogs of the country. 


October iiihy nSoe. 

So you have quitted our diilcia arva! and 
your removing to the penitus toto divisos rure llri- 
tannos, whilst I am gone to the Siiicntcs AfrtKs, 
makes you an exile like myself. To go on \vi#h 
Melib^us, I often say aloud and in my heart, hn, 
unquam patrios longo post temponi fiiu.!S, ini‘a 
regna mirabor ? ” my trees, woods and walks! I 
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am grown of late \'cry melancholy, very ran:: dc 
vached 

I have begun to make ni\’ stablt‘s, but it does 
not interest me ; yet I am in good health, but 
grown thin and looking old. But what does it 
signify? you will be glad enough to s(‘{‘ tin* bag- 
of-bones return safe tf) you. 

I am surju'ised at Sir Walter Raleigh's name 
not being given to any town, ri\'i‘r, or stnad, in 
the island. In tin; Port of Spain we. hav<! strc‘ets 
called after kings and princ:es, as also after Dun¬ 
can, St. Vincent, Nelson, tiu; latct (lovLU'nor Cha¬ 
con—and why not Walter Raleigh ? as nnuii 
superior a g(uiius to Ihosti num as tluy are to tlu? 
cabin-boy; for he was great in inon^ than one pro¬ 
fession. (k*t sonuj general eolk*r,tion of voyages 
and read tin* original narratives of the c*on<|uest of 
Trinidad. 

What fools people; an; to llock ht;n% as to 
Eldorado, witliout any prt'vious eiujuiry ! Tluia* i.s 
quite a rage for posse.ssions hen,;. Mr. Liishing- 
ton, at first sight, gave; /Jjo,o(H) for an estate at 
Nagravinc, which tin; owner a<'kncnvle<Iged to me 
« 

I “ Ah,” said an iCnglish truly ui‘ uur ac’quaiiitanre, wlu^ 
lead Iravidhul in Swit/crhual and hrarti of the dis(‘asn wliir.h 
absent Swiss call inui dit [^ays Ah, I pity lljust* pcjor Swiss, 
they suffer so dr(‘a(lfiilly from that lu»rri(i mni: dc vadicd' 
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that he had cleaned and spruced up, which had 
its effect; he gave £g>ooo for it five years ago, 
and has taken away twenty of his best negroes. 

The rainy season continues dreadfully; yester¬ 
day our river overflowed a vast tract of country. 

I am convinced there is danger in acquiring 
property here for many years to come. I regret 
I did not find a spot nearer the town for my 
grant, because gardening is the most lucrative of 
all trades, when the carriage of fruit and vege¬ 
tables to market does not sink the profits. I am 
told an acre of land produces ^i,ooo a year to 
Dr. O’Meara, who has a neat garden of a less 
size in the skirts of the town ; it may, however, 
not be so salubrious. 


January 2&th, r8oj. 

I have just returned from a three days’ excur¬ 
sion to the heart of the island, in company with 
the new governor, Colonel Fullarton, Mrs. Fullar- 
ton, and suite. Our object was to attend the 
Feast of St. Paul’s Conversion, at Orima, the 
settlement of the Indians. We set out at day¬ 
break, on Monday; the Fullartons in their sociable, 
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with yellow curtains and scarlet postillions; then 
a landau; and for fear of accidents, as we had 
reason to doubt the state of the roads, then three 
or four whiskies, and a lar^e cavalcade of gentle¬ 
men and black grooms with General Picton, 

We reviewed the 14th Regiment at St. Joseph's 
barracks, and breakfasted with the- commanding 
officer’s wife and other ladies. 

This ancient metropolis of Trinidad stands on 
a beautiful rising ground over the deep vale and 
winding stream of the same naiiUL That moun¬ 
tains rise boldl}^ behind, and a. litth* over the town 
stands the vtaierable, strong fortress wherein Sir 
Waltca* Raleigh surprised tlu^ Spanish gr)vernor in 
his bcid, after rowing up from the gulf with sixty 
men. 

This anti(|ue castkf, tlu; former depui of the; 
archives, and .from which all public a.cts were 
dated, is now in a perfect state of ntpair, and not 
the least dismantled, or worse than it was under 
the Gran’ Rey Philip IL It is built of wooden 
frames and wattles, covered over with mud and 
lime ; tlui whole thatch<‘d with stxi-llags and 
rushes. The view from it is of a whede continent 
of wocxl, where orange-coloured blossoms tinge tlu; 
forest with the colours of our fading beech in 
autumn. 

VCn.. H 2 1 
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We proceeded to the extensive plain of Taca- 
riquC;, planted with canes^ and dined at Mr. NiheFs, 
an airy situation on the first rise of the mountain. 
We sat down thirty to table. As I had engaged 
a bed some miles further at a gentleman’s planta¬ 
tion, in order to be better accommodated and to 
ease my horse for the next day, I quitted the 
company with my Sancho, and rode a couple of 
hours in the dark. 

The proprietor had given me as a direction 
the new English name of Springfield, a language 
which no one understands in that part of the 
island; so all my enquiries of the negroes I met 
amounted to an assurance that there was no such 
place. I began to think I was to pass the night 
in the wilderness, which is' not quite so wholesome 
as it is in La Mancha, when I luckily recollected 
someone had told me this longcd 4 ’or abode was 
beyond the river Aroiica on the right. I then 
remembered to have seen a path leading that way 
soon after I had crossed the water, so I ventured 
into it, and soon came to a light, a negro hmt 
of houses, and a mansion where several pc!opl(^ 
were moving about, and they came to imxq 
me. 

I inquired if this was Springfield. ‘LYli, no!” 
nor had they ever heard of such a place. I^et 
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the place be what it will,” I said, I will 
go no further, and must beg room for me and 
mine; ” at the same time expressing my astonish¬ 
ment and vexation at the gentleman sending me 
on such a wild-goose chase. 

At the mention of his name, they exclaimed 
I was right and this was the place. I here found 
two of my acquaintances upon the same round, 
and we made the best shift we could; but our 
generous landlord had sent no provisions and no 
orders, except to let us in; all we had was an 
egg apiece, a bottle of wine, one bed (a hammock) 
and a mattress on the floor, which we tossed up 
for, and slept very well. 

Next morning we resumed our journey and 
preceded the great cavalcade. It was three miles 
to Orima; the road broad and green, cut through 
the forest. Remark that none had ever been 
before in that place, unless Columbus drove about 
in his curricle. When we arrived we found all 
the Indians in gala, going to high mass, and 
carrying in procession a statue of St. Paul, which, 
from its beauty, must have been one of their old 
pacJihcamac^ newly painted, and armed with sword 
and crown. 

The village is large, has three or four streets, 

and a large square neatly built. On one side is 
§ 21 —2 
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the church; on the other the King’s house and 
the market. 

The Indians seem an innocent, peaceful people, 
quite submissive to the priest, fond of their long 
hair, and whiter than the Spaniards. They re¬ 
ceived the governor with a flag, and a dull, 
hopping, or rather limping, low dance to the 
sound of a drum, guitar and gourds full of peb¬ 
bles or seeds. 

We had an abundant breakfast at the curate’s, 
and Colonel Fullarton gave a trunk full of gold 
trinkets for the women, a gift of the Government. 
Then their women danced for us, but so sheep¬ 
ishly and dully, that we were glad when it was 
over. 

In a street by themselves reside the widows, 
wives and daughters of the black (kiribs of St. 
Vincent who destroyed your estates there, and 
whose bones still lie blanching on the rocks of 
Becuya, where they were carried, or on the sands 
of Rattan. They arc very much like negroes, and 
well behaved. They speak English and I'rench. 
One called out, on seeing Mr. Gloster, the attor¬ 
ney-general, with us, Dcrc Liar Gloster ! ” • 

The Indians have their plots of cultivation 
scattered in the woods where tin; ground is good. 
I returned and slept about seven miles off at a 
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friend’s house, on a large estate purchased by 
a Frenchman ; the mansion-house of mud walls, 
thatched and divided into three rooms. 


February loth, 1803. 

The dry weather has set in, and the climate is 
charming. Light clear air and coolness morning 
and evening, and pure sun in the middle of the 
day; but the change is trying to many constitu¬ 
tions. 'Fherc are two men-of-war coming through 
the Bocas, which arc supposed to bring Commodore 
Hood, tlu^ third rex Bvcntfordicc —so we shall have 
more; firing and feasting. 

l'hn*e days ago I rode up one of our largest 
valleys to look at some estates on sale, and was 
oat all tlu; morning, walking among canes, coffee 
and cocoa trees, looking at the Spaniards fishing 
in tile rivtii*, and gathering flowers for my painting, 
williont fueling more inconvenience than on a fine 
sinnm(‘Fs morning in England. Every hour came 
a snrall sprinkling from a mountain cloud, which 
rtdreslied everything. 

We then adjourned with a couple of friends 
iny new stabh; at St. Juan, not yet inhabited 
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by Houhonyms, and made an excellent dinner on 
fowls boiled to a consomme in rice soup; then 
sauntered to town with the setting sun. 

I saw one curious estate. A native of 
Grenada, a common peasant, possesses one side 
of the mountain, from the rivulet to the summit, 
contaming one hundred acres ; he has cleared 
twenty-three and covered fifteen of them with fine 
four-year-old canes. The rest is in pasture, and 
near the bottom are coffee plantations, &c. He 
has eight mules ; he is established in a good 
house, which he built, with his family and a few 
negroes. We found them all making sugar. 


March 22nd, 1803. 

I took advantage of the fine weather to make 
a tour with two gentlemen, Mr. Grant, the col¬ 
lector, brother to the Master of the Rolls, and 
Mr. Macdonald, who has an estate in partnershi[) 
with General Picton. We sailed early on board 
the Leviathan, Captain Brice, who brought 'out 
all my things, with a fair, gentle breeze that 
wafted us, as on a fresh-water lake, along tlui 
coast of ITinidad. 
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We breakfasted and dined on deck when we 
came to an anchor, enjoying the delicious cool air, 
and the view of every estate and improvement, 
marking the names on the map. At two o’clock 
we anchored off the round hill of Naparisma, 
before the little village of Pctitbourg, which is 
the shipping-place of many fine estates, with which 
it communicates by means of a very fine road. 

After dinner we went into a boat and entered 
the river Giiaracaro, which empties itself through 
thickets of the mangrove-tree, the low boughs 
and roots of which are loaded with oysters, very 
delicate in taste. 

We rowed up a mile in a deep channel, 
darkened by huge trees, and at low water im¬ 
passable from those which have fallen into the 
watcjr, and which sometimes form a foot-bridge 
over it. 

We ended our day’s voyage at Union, Mr. 
Macdonald’s estate, a pleasant thatched house 
and gardciu, embosomed in woods at the foot of 
g(uitle eminences, and exhibiting the promising 
appearance of progressivcj improvement. 

^ Tliti next (lay I spent with profit to my I'lora. 
II1C day aftcu', we embarked on our river, in a 
tluaas-oared boat, witli (:ia('h our little bundle, and 
proceeded along th(5 coast in a south-westcirly direc- 
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tion, under the Mount of Naparisma, which is 
like a little Vesuvius, wooded up to the summit, 
but has no volcanic productions. 

We skimmed part of a high insulated rock, 
where some ships were at anchor, waiting for 
sugars, and along the shore, which is not unlike 
Devonshire, as the hills are cleared towards the 
sea and backed by forests on a much larger 
scale. 

We landed at a gentleman’s estate, managed 
by an hnigre of St. Domingo, who received us 
with great politeness, but im pen irop a la /ran- 
caise; for the dirt predominated. The great hall, 
which, like the cobbler’s hall in the song, starved 
for many purposes, was open and free to a vast 
variety of animals, visible and invisible, such as 
turkeys, geese, pigeons, flamingos, Muscovy clucks, 
common ducks, hens, chickens, dogs, cats, black 
and yellow children, &c. 

He is a pleasant sort of man, and his mulatto 
lady very polite, but he is Ic premier den gesUcii- 
lateurs. 

We did not fare or lodge a la Sardanapalc^ but 
did well on the whole, and sallied forth next (Fay 
before sunrise. 

We continued our voyage to the point of 
Brea, or the pitch lake, near the western extre- 
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mity of the island. A line of breakers thundering 
over a sand-bank stopped us at low water, and 
our boat could not proceed ; so we stripped and 
waded ashore, in spite of sharks and alligators, 
and walked two miles on a fine sandy beach, 
under the shade of the mangroves which line 
several miles of this low coast. 

\¥e then climbed up a rock of solid pitch, 
and wandered to a kind of wild village of French 
mulatto people; found a place to get a breakfast 
of eggs and coffee, among gardens of pine-apples 
and fruit trees, which had been the original 
object of the settlers before they thought of 
making sugar. 

The soil, or rather the floor, of all these plan¬ 
tations, paths and house, is nothing but sheer 
pitch, not harder than a tub of common pitch left 
in the sun. 

This is quite a narrow peninsula, formed by a 
bituminous lava, flowing about two-thirds of a 
mile from a vast lake of the same materials, con¬ 
siderably elevated above the level of the sea. It 
is some miles in extent, surrounded by woods and 
esfates of no great importance. The ground is 
hard everywhere, but intersected by cracks and 
ditches, full of clear, cold water, all communicating 
together; and near the cc^ntre is a pool of about 
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forty yards circumference, of deeper water, with 
islands of bushes upon it. It is the best entrance 
to the infernal regions the poets could have had, 
and much more characteristic than the pretty 
Pisena or Cyane, near Syracuse, through which 
Pluto carried off his wife. 

Near the lake I found two large rocks of the 
same scoria as I have seen at Vesuvius, and that 
is the only volcanic substance I could see. We 
returned to the estate wc had left in the morning, 
and there slept. Next day we went up the Scjpari, 
a line navigable river, the banks of which are 
covered with woods as far as the cmharcadcro 
of Mr. Hall, who has a noble estate, cpiitti a 
territory. 

The Union was our next places of rest. We 
then procured horses and mules (very indifferemt 
ones), and rode through woods, in tracks almost 
impracticable, into the liigli country, to a nobli! 
property of Brice, reckoned the best land in the 
island, and thence to the Indian Mission of the. 
vSavana, where we breakfasted with a Spanish 
curate, and saw his three hundred veuy neat 
active Indians. They live in a largtt villagii *011 
a hill, lofty and airy, in a woody pastiin' Ihirltsen 
miles in diameter. 

Wc came back by Petitbourg, through a most 
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beautiful country, full of plantations of sugar and 
coffee. I have never anywhere seen so rich a 
tract of land. 

We came to Port of Spain yestcrda}', parti}' 
in a boat and partly in a sloop, where we passed 
the night very uncomfortably. There ends m}’ 
pilgrimage, and, Dieit merei I I never was better 
in my life. I think I ought to have made my 
tour more wonderful, and told you we landed 
one day at Otaheite, and another day at Puenos 
Ayres. 


March 25/A, 1803. 

Colonel P'ullarton has asked me to go with 
him on a tour round the island, in a line Coveni- 
ment schooner, on a party of surveying and 
curiosity. We shall probably stretch out to St. 
Vincent. Nothing would suit me better. We are 
to depart in a few days. 

I was amused at your fancying me low- 
spirited for want of H.\s compa.ny. Bah 1 I was 
bOrn of a convivial turn, and nobody can keep up 
the ball longer than I do in society, becausii long 
acquaintance with the world lias created a kind 
of equanimity, which, fortunately, unthinking peoplt; 
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seldom acquire. I seldom join a party of a few 
days but the company are surprised at my flow 
of spirits, indifference and self-denial; much arising 
from an ironness of constitution hammered when 
red-hot by adversity. 

To return. H. is little resource to me. He 
is a clever, fidgeting, company-seeking man ; I can 
be very happy alone. 

All illnesses here are cured by lime and lemon- 
juice. I was in a cruel state, from the insects 
called le$ bates rouges; my sleep interrupted, and 
the itching intolerable. At last I was advised to 
rub the swelling with lime-juice. I did this, went 
to bed, and never heard any more of the business. 
I have frequently cured inflammations from heat in 
the same manner. 

The quarrel between our governors has comci 
to such a pitch, that yesterday Colonel Fullarton 
moved in the Council an accusation against General 
Picton, for various illegal acts, condemnations and 
executions, during his government, before the com¬ 
missions came out, which must be sent home ; and 
ministry have no choice; they must order Picton 
home for trial. 

Commodore Flood, who read the motion, took 
a warm part for Picton, and said it was a lil)el 
against the Government, and he would not havti 
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read it had he known what it was—that he would 
write home to be relieved from his commission. 
To this Fullarton said, Do as you please.” 

If this brings an old house upon Picton’s 
head, it is his own doing, and he may repent 
not following my advice. When he received Lord 
Hobart’s official letter, stating his appointment, he 
showed it to me. I said that, were I Alexander, 
I would write to His Majesty that I was bred a 
soldier, had accepted the command of a conquered 
country, which I had governed a la militairc for 
five years; that I knew nothing of civil affairs, 
therefore was a very improper man to act a 
secondary part, and begged leave to resign the 
commission. This would satisfy his enemies, and 
for ever lay all quarrels to sleep, and he would 
have a riband or a regiment. 

He acknowledged that I was right, but he had 
private reasons for ''seeing them out,” as they call 
it. I wish he may not say, O, Cassandra! ” 


March 1803.^ 

Our tour is put off, if not entirely, at least 
for some time, as things are very serious, and 

I Mr. Swinburne died on the ist of April. 
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Colonel Fnllarton cannot be absent. He was 
afi'aid of committing me by taking me with him^ 
but I told him I had already informed General 
Picton that I was going. 

The accusations against the latter are to 
be sent home. Commodore Hood says he will 
resign; so I suppose Colonel Fullarton will re¬ 
main on the field of battle, unless a new governor 
is sent out. These fracas and quarrels are very 
unpleasant, although one has nothing to do with 
them. 

My house at St. Juan is almost finished. I 
have made it very convenient, and it would hold 
you all very well, if you liked to come; but I 
have not here des objets majeiirs to justify the ex¬ 
pense of bringing you, or endangering all your 
healths. To me, Trinidad is a delightful climate, 
and I can ride in its sun or sit on its waves with 

the same unconcern that I did near dear Istria 

and Capri—but that is no reason why it should 
be so for others. 

Were I a man to consult my own pleasures, 
I should undoubtedly be delighted to have you 
all here; but many reasons militate against th*e 

voyage. The expense is great; the dangers of 

the passage something; of the climate more. 

As to what you say of sincere friends —who 
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has many ? Pleasant acquaintances—yes, one has 
plenty of those, that, like the sweet buds of spring, 
enchant, enliven and attract you, and then, with 
the first puff of adversity and frost of misfortune, 
drop off and fade before you. How few can boast 
of possessing the steady, hardy evergreens that 
stick by you through winter and share the storm 
of ill fortune ! 

I am not one of those who think ill of human 
nature. I have lost friends, some, perhaps, by my 
own fault and want of punctuality; but others 
have started up most unaccountably to replace 
them. One must never be in a hurry to take 
umbrage and look upon friends as ungrateful, 
treacherous or inconstant. Oive them time, they 
may come round—if they do not, let theun go ! 

If you feel the want of my society, think how 
I must feel the want of yours. Nothing interests 
me, nothing but thoughts of distant home occupies 
my mind ! I shall soon be like what we read of 
the Indians and Africans, that think when tlu‘y 
die they shall be transporttxl back to ihvir native 
groves. I wish I could think so. 

♦ Adieu ! God bless you all ! 
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Ducrest, Cesar Manpiis, (‘htincelier 
to the duke of Orleans, ii. 31, 

37 

I )uncan, .Sir William, and lady Mary, 
i. 381 

Dupaly, M., ii. 6, 49 
madanie, ii. 129 
Durand, ahbe, ii. rbS, 169 
Dutens, M. Louis, i. 179, 209; ii. 
236, tVc. 

Kim'S, Mr,, his mission ((» \'cr- 
sailles, ii. 7, 28, (>4 
Fdgcumbc, hlount, earl of, i. 291 
Ehrenhreilstein, Hying bridge over 
the Rhine at, i. 397 
Elliot, 'Mr., English ministcT at 
Brussels, i. 292 
Klnisle^', Mr., i. 3S3 
Iiinigres, h'rtaicli, ii. 247, 250, 270, 
&c. ^ 

Knglelield, Sir Henry, ii. 3 
English company at Paris, i. 21 ; ii. 
6, 31, 42 ; at Marseilles, i. 121 ; 
society at Ka])les, i. 12 1, 1 25, 136, 
138, 142, 2<X); society at Rome, i, 
206, 209,216,233 n. ; at Mf/rence, 
i. 249 ; at Vienna, i. ^28, t<4 ; at 
Jh-usscls, i. 371 
hhis, town of, i, 362 
Entelles, M. des, his translation of 
Milton, ii. 149 

EnlniigucH, count d’, ii. 17, 44 
hloti, clu'valitT d’, i. 384-386 
Erringlon, Mr,, i. 284 
Isscurial, |)alace of the, i. 102; elegy 
written in the royal vault of, fO(); 
MS,S. of the library of, 115 
Esparbes, nuidainc d’, ii. 220> n. 
Kslerhuzy, princess, i. 330 




Etna, mount, i. 190; snows of, 194; 
chesnut trees of, 194 ; the Ccnti 
Cavalli, 194 

Ell, in Normandy, lofty hill near, i. 3 

Farren, Miss, i. 388 

Fayette, marquis do la, career of the, 

ii- 17. 75 . 78 

Ferdinand IV., king of Naples and 
Sicily, i. 122, 129, 148, 154; his 
character, i. 131, 173; fond of 
shooting and hunting, i. 137, 201; 
his manners, i, 144; further allu¬ 
sions to, ii. 260 

Ferrieres, mademoiselle de, ii. 213 
Fiesole, villa at, i. 250 
Figs of Italy, i. 152, 16S 
Filberts ofNkaples, i. 152 
Fiorito, the Col, near Tolentino, i. 
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Fitzherbert, Mrs., i. 387, 393 

-Mr., minister at Brussels, i. 371 

Flanders, tour in, i. 293, &c.; revo¬ 
lution in Brabant, i. 354 
Floury, cardinal de, i. 224 
Florence, English society at, i. 249, 
250 ; cabinet of medals, 249 ; re¬ 
visited, 317 

Fogliani, viceroy of Sicily, i. 182 
Foix, M. de St., i. 170 n., 384 
FoHgno, town and vicinity of, de¬ 
scribed, i. 243 

Fontainebleau, palace of, described, 
i. 2S0 ; ii. 207, 226 ; the gallery 
of stags, i. 2S0 ; death of Monal- 
deschi at, 2S0 ; the chapel, 281 ; 
tapestries after Le Brim’s battles 
of Alexander, 281 ; council-room 
at, 282; forest of, 2S2, 297; hunt¬ 
ing the boar at, ii. 7; theatre at, 8 
Forcahpiier, M. de, anecdote, i, 13 

•-madamc do, i. 13 

Fouqiiet, M., disgraced by Louis 
XIV., i. 170 n. 

Fox, right hon. C. J-7 ii- 
Francavilla, jirincc, i. 128, 140,175 ; 
his .stud, 141 ; liis villa in Ischia, 
151 

-princess, i. 123, 138 

France, journeys through, i. i- 5 i, 
102-121, 274-282, 293-300, 380 
n.; ii. 4-60 et seq, 

Frankfort, city and fortifications of, 
i. 367 

Frederic IL, anecdotes o(, i. 343 
n.; ii. 239 

French diplomatic language, ii. 246 


Fresco paintings, i. 254 
Fronsac, duke de, anecdote of the, 
ii. 12 

Furaco, lake, wild-fowl shooting of, 

i. 173 

Gabriel, don, infante of Spain, i. 
99-101 

Galiani, the abbe, at Naples, i. 152, 
154, 162, 170, 178, 234 ; ii. 260 
Gall, major, ii. 104 et scq. 

Galway, Mr. Harry, i. 51 
Gaeta, Mola da, i. 241 
Gambling, anecdotes relat i ve to can l- 
playing, &c., i. 22, 126, 166, 369 ; 

ii. II, 42 

tlarigliano, ferry of the, near the 
ruins of IMinturuiP^ i. 241 
Garonne, river, i. 45 
Garrick, David, anecrlotes of, i. 394 
-xMrs., i. 393 

Gascoigne, Sir Thomas, i. 51, 60, 
66, 113, 117, 122, 199, 205, 234, 
236 ; Mr. .Svvinl)ume''s letters to, 
ii, 84, 94 

Gatli, cavalier, physician, i. 178, 204 
Gera, Dr., ii. 116, 139, 162, 1S4 
Genevieve, Ste., relics of, i. 21 n. 
Genlis, count de, ii. 32 

--countess de (de Silleiy), ii. 29, 

31, 37, 49, 262 

Gennaro, Monte, or Liieretl/is^ i. 219 
Genoa, noble families of, i. 177 ; 
approach to, 257 ; port of, 35S ; 
palaces of the nobles, 25.S ; forli- 
flcations of, 258 ; expulsion of the 
Austrians from, 259 ; vicinity of, 
260 

Gensaiio, Neapolitan, i. 136 
Geological observations, i. 58 
George HI., petitions by the House 
of Commons to, i. 395 et seq, 

— IV., anccdott!s ol, when prince 
of Wales and regent, i. 342 n., 
382,386, 393,395; ii. 63, 67, 269 
Germany, journeys of Mr. Ht‘flry 
Swinhiirne through, i. 326-367 ; 
electors and states of, 364; tlie 
golden hull of C'harles IV,, 367 
n.; war with the Freneh Republic, 
ii. 117-208 

Ghent, arriviil of Josepli IL at, i. 
376; his discour.se with Mr. Swin¬ 
burne, at Osleiid, on the peace, 
375 

Giannone, hi.story of Italy, by, i. 
176 



Gibraltar, visit to, i. So, S6 ; the 
garrison, 86 

Girgeati, in Sicily, i. iSS 
Gluck, his opera of Orphth: i. 15 ; 

his style of music, 15, 358 
Goitres, i. 270, 325 
Gontaut, M. and maclame, ii. 219, 
&c. 

Gordon, lord George, ii. 3 
Gower, George Granville, earl, am¬ 
bassador a( Paris, ii. 139 
Grammoiit, duchess de, ii. 23, 29, 
40 

Grande Croix, La, plain near, re¬ 
markable for botanical produc¬ 
tions, i. 269 

Grant, the abbe, at Rome, i. 206, 
209, 314 ; his account of the re¬ 
bellion in Scotland, 206 
Grantliam, lord, i. 98, no 
Grapes of Najdes, i, 139 
(Irc'ck church at Rome, i. 215 
(hegoin*, abbe, ii. 76 
Gnunula, city of, i. 73 ? palacc‘ (►f 
the Alhambra desrribetl, i. 64, 
74; the Generalitli* or Moorish 
king’s palace, at, 67 ; the river 
Xenil, near, P7, 73 ; ih(‘ Situ’ra 
Nevad.i, 73 

Grenville, William, haron, ii. 2 (X>, 

. 249, 257 

Griinahli, mar(|uis di^, (sf Naples, i. 
98, no 

—- duki*, of Kfum*, i. 233 
Guarini, at the court of Naples, i. 

Guido, paintings by, i. 22S 
< luyeime, province of, i, 45 
Guillotine, the, ii. 104 n., 181, 

i<)a 

Guise, Francis duke de, shot by 
P( sit rot, i. 27 

- Henry of Lorraine, duke de, 
murcU'r of, i, 32 

Louis, cardinal de, assassi- 
iiTited in prison, i. 33 
Guyt;r, (he, tticauilaiu torrent, i. 
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Hai.l, Mr.,hissix months at Paris, 
i. 21 

Ilainilton, Sir William, ainhassador 
to j^erdinand IV., at Naples, i. 
179; 2or; ii. 25S ; his fondness 
tor j>lay, ii. 280 

■ Fmma, lady, her arrival at 
Naples, i. 179, 2or, 223 ; ii. 258 ; 


Lord Nelson’s letters t(j, 275, 
277 ; letter from the t^ueen of 
Naples to, 261 

ilamilton, Airs., sister-in-law of Sir 
William Hamilton, i. 3S7 
Ilanaii, mansion of the prince of 
Hesse Cassel, near the town of, 

i. 366 

Hanoverian troops, the, i. 86 
Harcourt, duke d', governor of the 
Dauphin, ii. 15 

Hastings, marrjuis of, when earl of 
Moira, ii. 267 

Hautefort, M. d', ii. i6r, 172 
Havre, <Iuke d\ ii. 23 
Hclvetius, pf)sthumous boj)k of, i. 
I 3 > 334 

Hcmry IV. of h'rance, ii. 150 
Hesse Cassel, landgrave of, i. 366 
and note 

Hoche, general, ii, 175 
Horace, his villa clescribed, i. 21S, 
220 ; MSS. of, 234 
Houd(!t(>t, countess d’, ii. iSS 
HownirdjMr., the philanthropist, i. 
214 

Hungary, state of religion in, i. 340 
Hunting f)f wild boars, shot»ting, 
and ru,*lfl sports : of Italy, i, 137, 
173, 201 ; Ijy the royal tamily in 
I'’ranee, ii. 7 c/ .ny. 

iNFANTADf), duke del, i. toi 
Innf)cent X., ('ardinal P.imllli, i. 
20S ; his sister-in-law, Hoiina 
Olyiiqna Maidaldiina, 214 
Ij'iscriptions, ancient, i, 58, 140 
Ionic >)rder, volub.* of the, i. 221 
Irish sociiUy, i. 215 
Iron Mask, (lie mysterious pri'.oner 
named the, i. 170, iji n. ; ii. 53 
Ischia, island of, i. 151 ; its diinaic 
and odoriferous shrubs, 151 
fsnard, depute, ii. 172, 17S 
lla.ly, reptiblirs aixl affairs of, 
during tin* French Revolution, 

ii. 232. .See Ronaparte, zSu 
Ivernois, Sir h’raneds d’, ii. 27 

prince <le, at Naples, i, 122 
James IL, his court at St. GiTinain, 
ii. 29 

Janni, prince de, his villa (d* Resina, 
i. t 45 

j:uis(‘nists, the, b 25 
Jesuit,of Naples, , i. 165 ; sup 
pression of tin*, 225 



lews of Turin, i. 268 ; of Frankfort, 

367 

Joan of Arc, statue of, by Marie 
duchess of Wurtembcrg, i. 5 n.; 
statue of, at Orleans, 24 
[oseph 11., the emperor, account of, 

i- 335 . 344 . 345 . 347 . 354 . 355 . 
360, 376 ; his journey through 
Flanders, and anecdotes of, 377, 
378 ; peace of Cam])o Formio, ii. 
208 

Kaunitz, prince, interesting de¬ 
tails relative to the Imperial prime 
minister, i. 329, 330, 331, 334, 
357 

Keeldcr, lord Percy’s castle at, i. 
2S4 

Keith, Sir Robert, at Vienna, i. 

328,329,339 
Kenmure, lady, i. 40 
Keralio, mademoiselle, her transla¬ 
tion of Mr. Swinburne’s travels, 
ii. 210 

Kingston, duchess of, i. 214, 369 
Knight, lady, and miss, i. 216 
Kno.s:, general, lost at sea, ii. 265, 

273. 2S3 

Konigsegge, elector of Cologne, i. 
368. 369 

Laborde, M., at Rome, i. 221 

-M., garde du tresor, ii. 13 ; 

his house at Ornicsson, 18 ; his 
death, 148, 182 

■- madame de, ii. 116 aeq. 

- M., of Choisy, ii. 27, 75, 14S 

La Cava, anecdote of Charles V. at, 

i. 168 

Lacclle, college of, ii. 120 
La Croix, Charles, his refusal of lord 
Malmesbury’s proposals of peace, 

ii. 112, 157 

La Fayette. Sec Fayette 
La Luzerne, French minister at the 
court of St. James, ii. 66, 69 
Lally Tollendal, count de, ii. 75 
La Mancha, plains of, i. 88 
Lamarck, madame de, ii. 30 
Lamballc, princess de, ii. 7, 8, 36 
Lambese, prince de, ii, 6S 
Lamoignon, M. de, ii. 56 
Landes, the, or heaths of Guyenne, 

i. 44 _ 

Langlois, Mr. Benjamin, i. 379 
Lansberg, Matthieu, his almanac, 

ii, 20 


Laudohn, marshal, i, 343 
Lauzun, duke de, ii, 46 
Lava, volcanic, i, 124, 135, 155, 
194 

Lavoro, Terra di, i. 308 
Lazzaroni, of Naples, i. 161, 174 
Le Menil, Mr. Swinburne’s house 
at, ii. 5, 25 

Lentini, lake and trout of, i. 191 
Leon, don p'erdinando di, i. 174 
Leopold, grand duke, i. 35S 
Le Moine, M., ii. no, in, 130, 
145, 209 

Liancourt, duke de, ii. 40 
Licenza, vale of, i. 219 
Liege, city of, i. 371 
Lintz, on the Danube, i. 363 
Locust tree, described, i. 71 
Loire, river, at Blois, i. 31, 34, 29S, 
299 ; at Chaumont, 37 ; excur¬ 
sion to the banks of the, ii. 23S 
Loiret, banks of the river, i. 26 ; 
bridge of Olivet, where tie Guise 
was shot by Foltrot, 27 
Lomenie, M. de, cardinal arch¬ 
bishop, ii. 44 

London, Mr. Swinburne’s residence 
in, i. 381, &c. 

Long, Mr., captain of a French 
privateer, his case, ii. 241 
Lorenzi, chevalier, anecdotes of, i. 

Loretto, the Casa Santa of, i. 306 ; 
pilgrims to, 306 ; the treasury, 
306; plundered by the French, 
ii. 187 

Louis XIII., ii. 54 

- XIV., i. 170 n.; ii. 39 n., 54 

-XV., his court at \Tn'sailles 

described, i. 8, n, 19, 298 ; his 
levee described, 9; his daughters, 
II; anecdotes of, IX n.; ill of the 
small-pox, 15; his death, 16-19; 
his lying in stale ami obsequies, 
20 ; affair (T Damien, ii. 4 ; allu- 
.sions to, 20, 220 • 

-- XVi., uhen Dauphin, his 

figure and cliaracter, i. 10 ; he 
re-establishes the parliaments, 46 ; 
ii. 6 cf seq, 

•- .XVI 11 ., description of the 

count de Provence, i. 10; ii, 10 ; 
design of proclaiming lijin by 
Poly, abbe Brotier and otlmrs, ii. 
177-179 

—— Don, Inlante tF Spain, i. 99, 
100 



Louise, madame, Carmelite nun 
(daughter of Louis XV.), i. 17 ; 
ii. 34 

Louvre, gallery f>l paintings of the, 
ii. 132 

Lubomirska, princess, ii. 24, 51 
Lucan, carl and countess of, i. 214, 
216 ; the ladies Bingham, 214 
Lucca, city and repiildic of, i. 254 ; 
sr')ciety and manners at, 255 : 
costume regulated by sumptuary 
laws, 255 ; present condition of 
the duchy of, 256 n. 

Lucciano, duke of, i. 214 

-duchess of, i. 132, 174, 214 

Liicrine lake, the, i. 136 
Luke, St., i. 22S, 31.S 
Luynes, duke de, ii. 44 
Lynch, Isid(jre, ii. 133, 136 
Lyons, city of, i. 275 ; Place Louis 
le (irand aiifl ils>statue, 275 ; silk 
manufactures, 275; hospital of La 
Cluirite, 275 ; tin; walls and ram¬ 
parts, 276 ; convents and anti- 
([uities, 276 ; martyrdom of St. 
Irenmus at, 277 ; aqueduct, and 
ancient city 278 

Macartnfa", carl, his embassy to 
China, ii. q6 
Alacauley, Mrs., i. 354 
APKeuzie, Mr., his ecpuitorial, ii. bl 
Madelona, duke of, at Naples, i. 
125 

Madonna <li pic di (Irotta, at Naples, 

i. 163 ; Madtmna tli Kiorcnlini, 
176; "of J.orett(i, 307; Madonna 
della Cuardia, 318; paintings of 
the: by (.lui(h», i. 128, 301, 307 

Madrid, city of, i. 98 ; society at, 
99; palace of Buonreliro, toi 
Maintenon, madame de, ii. 25 
Mail re, M. le, sent to the Bastille 
for an extraordinary prophecy 
ladative to Louis XVI., ii. £:;3, 

*^5 

Malaga, town ol, i. 64, 76 ; l)ay ot, 

7 (> . 

Malaria, in Sicily, i. 191 ; of Rttme, 
222 

Malines, t<.>wn of, described, i. 374; 
high steeple of the cathedral at, 

‘^ 74 ^ . . . . 

Mahneslairy, lord, negotiations of, 

ii. i(x> // sYt/, 

Mandela, the of (I<jrace, i. 

219 


Mann, Sir Horace, i. 249, 250 
Manna of Italy, i. 309 
Mantes, town of, i. 6 
Marbocuf, madame de, ii. 191 
Marforio, statue of, i. 207 
Marie Antoinette, the dauphiness, 
her charming manners, i. ii, 12, 
34S ; ii. 8 6*/ stYj. ; her death, 
124 

Marie Louise, queen of Charles IV. 
of Spain, i. 98 

Marie Thercse, the empress, her 
court, personal description, and 
anecdotes of, i. 225, 334, 342, 
344, 348, 359; her charity, 349 
Marigny, marquis de, i. 29 
Marsais, Du, anecdote of the gram¬ 
marian, i. 251 n. 

Marseilles, visit to, i. 116 
Mary, (lueen of Scots, picture of, i. 
374 

Mass, high, celebration of, by Pius 
VL, i. 204 

Massa, woods and convents of, i. 147 
Matigiion, madame de, ii. 9 
Mattei, duke, i. 228 
Maiilde, M. de, and family, ii. 205 

a/ SCiJ, 

Maurata, city near Loretto, i. 307 
Maury, abbe, ii. 49 
Maynard, lord and lady, i. 200, 
202, 233 

Mazarin, duchess de, i. 13 
Meade, Mr., ii. 130, 222 
Medals, cabinet of, i. 118, 127, 182, 
216, 233, 249, 319, 337 
Medina Oxdi, duke of, i. 92 
Melons of Naples, i. 152 ; water 
melons, 156 

Menars, chateau of the marquis de 
Marigni, i. 29 
Mengs, paintings by, i. 212 
Meiitelli, author of “ Cosmographie 
elementaire,” i. 373 ; ii. 144 
Mercy, count, ambassador at Ver¬ 
sailles, ii. 27 

Messina, city of, i. 195 ; port of, 
195 ; the Jmro, 196 
Metastasio, iiersonal description of, 
i* 343 

Merlin de Douai, ii. 157, 180 
Men Ian, chfiteaii of the Bignon 
llimily in Tlsle Belle, near, i. 6 
IMirabcau, count de, ii. 71 
IMirandola, La, deserted appearance 
of, i. 319 ; castle of, 319 
Mirepoix, mardchal de, ii. 22 



Modena, city and cathedral of, i. 
303 ; hotel or albergo of, 31S ; 
the arsenal, 318 
Molinists, the, i. 25 
Molino, Ponte, the Venetian frontier 
at, i. 320 

Monaco, prince of, ii. 66 
Monasteries, abbeys, and convents : 
at Orleans, i. 25 ; at Blois, 34 ; 
of La Consonne, 44 ; of St. Ikle- 
fonso, near Seville, 91; of Capri, 
Massa, and Naples, 147, 165, 
172; of Girgenti, 189; of Cata¬ 
nia, 196 ; of San Cosiniato, 219 ; 
of Spoleto, 242 ; of Assisi, 245 ; 
of La Grande Chartreuse, 271 ; 
of Lyons, 276 ; Cam aid ol in con¬ 
vent of Calemberg, near Vienna, 
350 ; Benedictine abbey at Molck, 
362 ; abbey of Kloster Neiiberg, 
350 ; abbey of St. Emerand, 364 
Monmouth, duke of, said to be the 
“ Iron Mask,” i. 170 
Monnoie, M. de la, ii. $1 
Montagu, Mont de, ii. 215 
Montague, Mrs.,her essay on Shake¬ 
speare, i. 389 

Montefiascone, village of, i. 313 
Monteleone, town and vicinity of, i. 

196 ; duke of, at Naples, i. 145 
Monterolendo, duchess of, i. 128 
Montespan, madanie de, ii. 39 
Montesquieu Fezenac, marquis de, 
his chateau of Maupertzs, ii. 27 
Montesson, countess de, ii. 23, 31, 
218 

Montmclian, wine of, i. 271 
Montmorency, baron de, his mar¬ 
riage with Mademoiselle de Matig- 
non ii. 36, 51 

Montpellier, botanical studies of 
Mr. H. Swinburne at, i. I17 
Montreuil, M. de la Verriere, ii. 
243 

Montserrat, rocks and hermitages 
of, i. 69, 70 

Monuments and tombs : of cardinal 
d’Amboise, i. 4 ; of John, duke 
of Bedford, at Rouen, 5 ; of 
Richard Coeur de Lion, 5 ; of 
the marechal do Saxe, 7 ; of Joan 
of Arc, 24 

Moore, lieutenant-general Sir John, 
ii. 280 

Moors of the kingdom of Grenada, 
i. 65 ; the Moorish kings, 74 ; 
mosques built by, 92 


More, Sir Thomas, Ills Ulopia, ii. 

173 

Morellet, abbG ii. 15^’ ^95 
Morena, Sierra, i. 95 
Moulins, town of, and river Allicr, 
i. 299 

Mounces-on-the-Moors, residence of 
the Swinburne family, i. 2S3 ; ii. 

S4 . . 

Mozzi, cavalier, p 251 
Mulberry trees, i. 261, 299 
Mules of Spain, i. Si 
Muleteers of Sicily, i. 1S6 
hlurcia, plains of, i. 72 ^ 

Murillo, celebrated Spani.sh painU;r, 
103 

Murviedro, the ancient Saguntimi, 
i. 71 

]\Iusenms, antiquarian collectuins, 
caldnets of medals, and natural 
history, i. seq. ; ii. 6 

Mu.sic, Italian, i. 156, 161, 211,226, 
231 ; ii. 260; German, i. 35S, 
359 

Naples, city and court of, i. 121 et 
seq. 

Narni, ancient bridge ewer the Nrir, 
at, i. 240 

Navas de Tolosa, i. 97 
Necker, M., his first exile by Louis 
XVL, ii. 17 ; again in power on 
the dismissal of De Bricnne, 70 ; 
his popularity, 71 ; banished, 72; 
his recall, 75 ; history of the Revo¬ 
lution, by, 184, 194 
Negro, river, in Na})les, i. 19S 
Nelson, lord, his letters to Lady 
Mamilton on tlie victory of Copen¬ 
hagen, ii. 275, 277; his interview 
with the crown prince desc^rihed, 
276 ; anecdotes o., 281 
Nemours, visit to the town of, ii. 240 
Neiistadt and Neunkirehen, i. 32S 
Nevers, town of, i. 298 
Newby, Lord Granthanfs man-^lon, 
i. 286 

Nicastro, hills, forest ami town of, 
i. 197 

Nightingales, i. 241 
Nisida, island of, i. 139 
Nismc.s, town of, i. 118; antiquities 
of, and in its vicinity, 118, 119 
Noaillcs, marshal de, ii. 13 ' 

- count de, i. 46, 48 

- duchess de, i. 225 

- Charles de, ii. 75 



Nobles, Neapolitan, i. 123. 158, 
177; Roman, 177, 217, 231 ; 
French emigres and, ii. 247, 270 
Nola, vale of, i. 13S 
Normandy, duke de, the dauphin, 
son of Louis XVI., ii. 14, 50; 
his death, 71 
Normandy, tour in, i. 5 
Notables, assembly of the, ii. 23 
Novi, town of, near Genoa, i. 
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Nuns, de.scription of the convents 
at Naples, i. 123, 128, 165 
Nuremberg, town of, i. 365 

Oak, the, i. 55, 197 ; ii. 214 

-acorns of the evergreen, eseu- 

leiit, i. 72 

Obelisks, celebrated, i. iiS 
Oginsky, count, i. 386 
O Ilara, general, ii. 135 
Olivarez, count-(liikc d’, aiU‘C<loti‘ 
of, i. 356 

Opt.'ra, the, at Paris, i. 15, 297 ; ii. 
28 ; at Fontainebleau, ii. 7 ; at 
Cadiz, i. 80 ; at Naples, i. 122 ; 
at Rome, i. 226 

Orange, circus, and ancient Roman 
arch at, i. 119, 120 
Orange groves : of Seville, i. 90 ; 
of Palermo, iSl, 183 ; of Mola 
a,nd Castiglione, 241 
O'Reilly, general cfuinl, i. 87; his 
character an<l i>olitical talents, 88, 
89; his c‘xpedit ion against Algiers, 
S9 

Orfonl, lady, at Naples, i. 126, 13(8; 

her villa, at Fie.sole, 250 
Orleans, Gaston (P, i. 32 
—— duke (P (Fgalite), i. 20 ; kills 
a deer in the Place Louis XV., 
ii. 16; is exiled, 28, 42; details 
respecting this ])rince, 31, 72, 76, 

262 

....... road from Paris to, i. 24 ; de¬ 
scription of the city of, 24; cathe¬ 
dral of, 25 ; the diateaux of, the 
environs, 26, 28 

Ormond, manpus of, his allusions to 
his son, ii. 266 

Orsini family, the, i. 177, 219, 220 
O.smonfl, madame d’, at Naples, ii. 
58, 2(n 

" - ct^uit (P, ii. 40, 2S2 

... marijiiise d’, i. 114; ii. rb, 

39. 282 

Osnaburgh, bishop of, i. 370 


Ostend, sands and roadstead of, 
dangerous, i. 292, 375 
Oltoboni, don Marco, i. 12S 
Oxen, white, of Italy, i. 139 

Padilla, Juan de, insurrection of, 

i. loS 

Paesiello, Italian compo.ser, i, 156; 

ii. 260 

Palermo, city and harbour of, i. I So, 
I S3 ; cathedral of, iSl; the arch¬ 
bishop of, 186; orange groves of, 
1S3 

Palo, grotto and cry.stallized spars 
of, i. 308 ; paper-mills of, 308 
Parc-aux-Cerfs, at Versailles, i. 19 ; 
ii. 52, 220 

Paris, Mr. llenx'y Swinburne’s resi¬ 
dence at, cVc., i. 7 t't Sty. ; ii. 4 

fc.’/ Sty. 

I’arma, dukes of, i. 301; palace and 
city of, 302 

Par.sons, Mrs., i. 12, 2(kj 
Ifisquin, i. 20S 
Paston Letters, the, ii. 281 
Patagonia, prince of, i. I S3 
Paterson, captain, his travels in 
South Africa, i. 391 
P.iul L, emperor of Russia, his 
violent death, ii. 27S 
P4iyne, captain J., .M.P., ]mn (rf, 
ii. 6i 

Pelham, lord, ii. 26S, 28S 
— Mr. Thomas, i. 137, 146, 274 
Ikdlegrini, geiiend, i. 351 
Pellegrino, Monte, visiital, i, 183 
Pennicolto, count, i. 150 
Percy, Dr.,his “ Relitpiesof Anci(‘nl 
Poetry,” i. 76 

Perignon, M., invitation from, ii. 
172, 177 

Perregaux, M., banker of Paris, ii. 

no, 156, 171, 204, 22S, 251 
——- mademoiselle, ii. 228, 254 
Perugino, Pietro, i. 244 
Perugia, celebrated jxainlings Jif, i. 
24O 

Pesaro, beautiful environs of, i. 304 
Peter, St.,hisdungeonin tlic Ifillijin 
imisous, i. 218 

Philij) IL, king of Spain, i. 109 
—IV., f>f Spain, i. 356 
—- V,, of Siwin, i. 91 

— don, elder brother of Ferdi¬ 
nand IV. of Naples, i. 164, 166 
don, of Parma, his death, i. 
301 ; his son, duke of Parma, 




301 ; the archduchess Maria 
Amelia, 301 

Pic du Midi, on the French side of 
the Pyrenees, i. 52 
Picton, lieut.-general Sir Thomas, 
ii. 315 ; his trial for the Trinidad 
affair, 332 

Pie di Liico, lake of, i. 239, 240; 

its trout and other fish, 239 
Piedmont and Savoy, tour in, i. 
262-274 

Pigalle, sculptor, his monument of 
marechal de Saxe, i. 7; his statue 
of Voltaire, 7 
Pignatelli, marquis, i. 174 
Pilgrims, Italian, i. 172 
Pinckney, Mr., American ambas¬ 
sador at Paris, ii. 173 
Pine-apples, i. 145, 168 
Pines, spruce-hrs, and larch, Alpine 
forests of, i. 270, 326 
Pirratino, prince, i. 232 
Pisa, description of the city of, i. 
252 ; cathedral of, 253 ; the 
Campo Santo, 253 ; the old re¬ 
public of, 254 

Pisciarelli, the, hot springs near 
Naples, i. 140 

Piscina Mirabile, the, constructed 
by Agrippa, i. 136 
Pitt, right hon. William, i. 384; ii. 
2, 269 

Pius VL, court of, i. 204, 304, 310; 
sickness of the pope, 315; political 
affairs of his latter years, ii. 208, 
214 

-VII., pope, i. 208 n. 

Planting of forest timber, on, i. 

55 

Plym, salmon fishery of the river, 
i. 2S7 

Po, river, i. 319 

Poetry, i. 66, 106, 285, 361 ; ii. 38, 
39 m, 40, 43. 93. iiS, 121 
Poitiers, city of, i. 43 

-Diana of, duchess de Valen- 

tinois, i. 38 

Poix, princess de, ii. 43, 156, 186 
Poland, affairs of, i. 136, 150, 344, 
386; ii. 25 

Polignac, marquis de, ii. 10 

-- madame de, ii. 14, 15, 42 

Pollio Videiis, his fi.sh-pond.s near 
Naples, i. 127 

Pompadour, madame de, i. 30 n., 
225 ; ii. 41, 45 

Pompeii, visit to, i. 137, 308; paint¬ 


ings of the ancient Romans at, 
308 ; description of, 308 
Pont de Beauvoisin, on the river 
Clayer, i. 274 

INmt de Gard, near Nismes, i. 199 
Porcelain manufacture, ii. 208 
Portalis, M., ii. 172, 178 
Portici, excavations of, i. 138, 139; 
palace of, 156 ; horse-racing at, 

152 

Portugal, affairs of, 1. 353 
Posilipo, grotto of, i. 126; the Punta 
139 ; Virgil’s tomb at, 146 ; 
the lava road to, 155 
Potemkin, prince, ii. 41 
Poyntz, Mr., charge d’affaires, i. 263 
Pradellcs, madame de, ii. 210 
Provence, count de, Mon.sieur, per¬ 
sonal description of, i. lo ; ii. ii 

-countess de, i. ii ; ii. il 

Puzzuoli,and the environs of Naples, 
i. 136, 164 

I'yrenees, the, approach from Bag- 
neres to, i. 51 

Quenault, opera of, 297 
Quixote, Don, allusion.s to the work 
of Cervantes, i. 94, 102, 104 

Radicofani, fortress and village, i. 

316 ; extinct volcano at, 316 
Raphael, the Transfiguration by, i. 
22S; paintings by, 244, 246, 307, 

3 f''^ 

Ratishon, city and catheflral ol, i, 

364 

Reidesel, baron de, his “ \ oyage to 
Sicily,” i. 183 

Reuhel, member <jf the French Di¬ 
rectory, ii. 136, 158, I So, 190 
Rewilsky, count, ii. 62 
Reynolds, sir Joshua, i. 290, 201 
Rezzonico, prince, senator of Rnmc, 
i. 217 ; ii. I 

-canlinal, i. 217 

Rheiins, city of, i. 294; statiTcs at, 
294 ; the catheilral, 2()6 ; the St. 
Ampoule, 295 
Rhine, river, i. 367 
Rhone, river, i, 276 
Ricci, general of the Jesuits, i. 225 
Richelieu, cardinal, ii. 53, 55-57 ; 
his monuineiU, 150 ^ 

- duke de, i. ii 11. ; ii. 220; 

allusion to, by Louis XVI., ii. 12 
Rimini, town of, and the Adriatic, 
i. 304 ; Malalesta, lord of, 304 



i’livicra cii jLfCvanic, near oenuii, i. 

257 

Riviere Lepaux, Henri la, I* reach 
Director, ii. 167 

Roads, accidents in travelling alinig 
bad, i. 2, (Sic. 

Robespierre guillotined, ii. 120, 
124, 1S7 ; epitaph for, 121 
Rocca, prince della, at Naples, i. 
123, 162 

Roche Aymon, cardinal de la, con¬ 
fessor of Louis XV., i. 9, 18 
Rodney, larly, and her daughters, 
ii. 214, 247 

Roederer, M., ii. 18S, 191 
Rohan, duke de, ii. 187, 188 
Romances, Spanish, i. 76 
Rome, the papal affairs aial govern¬ 
ment of, Ac., i. 159 ct .VC,/.; ii. 186 
Roijuefort, castle of, in Savoy, i. 274 
Rose, the yellow, in Spain, i. 64 
Rossi, manpiis, i. 213 

- lir.st daii.w'Use at Naples, i. 128, 

Roiu'n, <le.scriplion of the city of, 
i. 3; its cathedral, and im )numenis 
of princes therein, 4 ; Reiiedict Ine 
abbey oi‘ St. Ouen, 5; the areh- 
hishojfs ( h»tliic ]i:dae<> at i laillon, 
(); parliament of, ii. 22 
Kufn, prince, i, 177; ii. 19S 
Rutland, duke fif, ii. 2 

Sa, M. Portuguese minister at 
Naples, i. 122 

.Salerno, r<jmantie scenery n(\ir, i.317 
.S;ihnour, niadame de, i. 344 
.Saml)uca,mar<juisde,i. 120, 133, i.t4 
Sandwich, earl (jf, ii. 62 
Siin (u!orgi(), <*(»nvent of, i. 32<* 
Sangro, donna'Peresina del, i. 175 
.San Loren/.o, prima* of, i. 125 
.Sanuazzaro, writings of, i. 169; hi'^ 
tomb, 146, 170 

S'.m Severo, duke and duchess <(f, 
i. 1*34 

Santo Marco, madanie, i. lOi, i(>2, 
174,202,233 

.Snone, river, its confluence with the 
Rhone, i. 276 

Surno, river, in Na])les, i. 13S 
Savoyand Piedmont,mountainroufls 
of; costume «)f the peasantry; 
indii>lft’y of the Savoyards; the 
k'rench frontier i. 2()8"274 
.Savt‘, marshal de, moiuiinent tif, i. 7, 
40 


: 3 axe rruauurgnausen, prince 01, 

>• 336 

SchoLtwicn, woods and mountain 
pass near, i. 327 
Schwenckt, baron von, i. 9, 13 
Sciacca, in Sicily, the thcrniai Sdi- 
imnHtZy or hot springs of, i. 1S8 
Scipios, tomb of the two, i. 70 
Seaton Delaval, festivitie.s at, ii. S 5 
Segcsla, or in Sicily, i. 1S4; 

temple of, 187 

Segovia, cathedral of, i. 104; the 
alcazar or palace, 104; aqueduct 
at, 104 

Seguier, Antoine Louis de, his cabi¬ 
net of aiitiipies and medals, i. llS; 
his library, 118 
Segur, luar.shiil rlc, ii. to 
Seine, river, ii. 201, 233 
Sehvyn, Cl “orge, .his prompt reply 
to the Prince of Wales, i. 395 
Senmdt, the IiLh ahlie, i. 215 
Senoverl, M. do, his ini.->^ion to 
Liigl.ind, ii. 159 

.Sens, cathfdr.il of, ami it< monu¬ 
ment'., i. 279 

SeveritKJ, lady Anne, rlaughler (if 
lord Derwent water, i. 125 

-.- San, birds of Ringfiiie, i. 177 

Seville, i’ity of; calhclral ttf; the 
alcazar fU palace ; or.mge trees of; 
(‘litn.ite of; Old Seville--!. 
Sewell, Mr., i. 383 
.Sheridan, righldton. K. Ik, ii. <15,99 
Sih.iri-., site of the ancient, i. 197 
Sicily, noliles and landhohhrrs of, 
i. 12.}.; vicen 4N (^”,142; .Mr. I feiiry 
.Swinburne's tour in, i8o.if)6; pro 
duct ions and wlu>at 0^187,189,191 
Stdilons, Mrs., i. 387, 388 n. ; ii. 67 
Sienna, silt' of tin- city of; {:uthedral 
of; th(‘ ('hi/.i cliapt;!; paintings 

.Siglio, ))riuce (tf, i. 177 
Siimilin, Russian ambassador at 
Paris, ii. 9, 24 

.Sin/.emlorff, (diaiuherlain «)f Marie 
'Flierche, aaiecdote, i. 341 
.Skinner, alderman, i. 396 
.Smith, .Sir William Sidney,a prisoner 
in Lranci', ii. kxj; affair of his de¬ 
tention in Paris, 107-248; his es- 
I'ape from the prison orihcTempU; 
at Paris, 254-256; letter of, 257; 
lord Grenville\s letter to, 258 
-- lady, i. 200 
Snakes of Italy, i. 140 
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Sobicski, ]ohn, king of Poland, i. 346 
Solkonski, prince, 3 . 136 
Soreze, college of, near Carcassonne, 
i- 49 

Sorrento, plain of, i. 30S 
Spa, visit to, i. 370 
Spain, jMr. llcnry Swinburne’s 
journey through, i. 63-116 
Spas and mineral waters: of Bag- 
neres, i. 53; at Sciacca, in Sicily, 
188; Wilhelmstadt, 366 
Spence, Mr. ,i. 149, 150 
Silencer, earl, ii. 144 
Spezzia, gulf of, descriplirm, i. 256, 
257 ^ 

Spinelli, cardinal, i. 226 
Spoleto, town and castle of, i. 242; 
tlic Porta Fuga, 243; aciiieduct 
of, 242; convent.s and hermitages 
near, 243 

Ste. Crfjix, island of, ii. 298, 300, 
301; town of Chri.stianstadt, 298 
St. Cyr, convent, tkc., of, ii. 226 
St. Domingo, expedition under 
general Leclerc to, ii. 303 
St. Foix, his surmise of who was the 
“iVIascjiie de Fcr,” i. 170 n. ; ii. 
171, 188 

St, Ildephonsf), a convent of Iliero- 
nymiU'H, i. 91; St. Il<Ie])honso, 
glass manufactory at, i. 103; t)a]ace 
of, 114 

St. Lambert, marquis de, “Les Sai- 
soiis^’ by, ii. i8<S 
Si. Paternion, village of, i. 325 
Si. Priest, count de, ii. iQ 
St. Sauveur, general de, ii. 213 
St. Thomas, islancl of, restored to 
the Danes, ii. 302 
Si, Veil, in Carinthia, i. 326 
Slaal, baron de, Swedisli minister 
at i'aris, ii. 9 

Siiiel Holstein, haronne de, ii. 45 
Stanley, Mr., i, 137 
Slarlu'inberg, prince, i. 371, 372 
Statues, and scul[)ture, ancient, 

i. 119, 214, 234 

SlaunUm, Sir (leorge, Bart., M.I‘., 

ii. 96 

Sligliano, ])rince of, viceroy of 
Sicily, i. 142, 182 

—.princess of, i, 142, 182 

Stormont, lord, ambassador to Louis 
XV., i. 8; his negotiations, 376, 
379 

Stratford coffee-house,()xford Street, 
company at the, ii. 95 


Strathmore, lord, ii. 88, 89 
Stuart, Mr., editor of the “English 
Review,” &c., ii. i 
Styria, tour in, i. 323, 327 
Sutton, Mr., inoculator, i. 18, 19 
Swinburne, Mr. Henry: bis journey 
througli Sjiain, i. 63-116,121,2S3, 
3S7; poetry by, 66; his tour in 
Sicily, 179-196 ; his drawings and 
illustrations for his “Travels,” 78, 
117, 211, 217; his account of his 
children, 103, 203, 205; ii. 96, 99, 
129; his loss of a son at Rome, 

i. 222; his sister Anne a nun of 
Montargis, ii. c)9 ; his entertaining 
anecdotes while residing in Lon¬ 
don and in England, i. 379-397; 

ii. I, 61-68, 258, Xc.; his West 
India property, i. 384; liis mission 
to the Dirc'ctory of France for the 
exchange of prisoners, ii. 100, 118, 
129,144,179; his success tlierein, 
185, 188, 204, 234, 243; affair of 
Major Hull, 242 (.vcc Sir William 
S. Smith, 107, ike.); our author 
returns to England from Paris, 
253; death of his son, Mr. Henry 
Swinburne, 273; tcjur through 
England, 284; his letters on 
English ])olilical affairs, 2S7, Ac.; 
acc(/])ts the place of vendu-mastcr 
in 'IVinidad, and sails for the West 
Indies, 288, Ac.; his letters fiaan 
tlie West Indies, 293-533; his 
deiiWi,, 333 n. 

■ - .Mrs., acecjinpanies Mr. Henry 
Swinburne to many td" the foreign 
courts, i. 60-77,141,178, 203, 
209, 22'5, 250, 230, 310, 541, 33S; 
ii. 15, 18, 49; fier letters to\Mr. 
Swiniairne relativt* to their son 
Henry, and description of th<* 
Revolution, ii. 68, 69 ; her return 
to England, 79, 82 
■ - .Mr. Robert, ii. 2S() 

.. Mr. Henry, ii. 273, Ae.* 

--•Sir Edward, family of, i. 99; 
ii. 84 

•— Isabella, lady, i. 40 11. ; ii. 85 
Syracuse, population of ancient, i. 

191 n.; descriptioti of the nuxiern 
towm, 192; of the ancient vcsligis, 

192 ; the catacombs of, 

'Paous, river, i. 99, 1 10 
Talaru, madame de, ii, 129. 218, 
247 
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Talleyrand, prince de, i. 333 ; ii. 72, 
171, iSS 

Tallicn, inadame, ii. 122, 161, 174 
Taormina, ancient theatre of, i. 195 
Tanucci, Bernard, minister of Fer¬ 
dinand IV. of Naples, i. 132, 159, 

103 

Tarhes, city of, i. 51, 61, in 
Terni, town and vale of, i. 237, 240; 
vineyards near, 237, 238 ; cascade 
of the Velino, near, 240 
Ter.san, aljlje, ii. 108, in, 177 
Te.stuccio, Monte, view of Ronu; 
from, i, 217 

Theatres : allusions to the slate of 
the drama in Spain, i. 80, 84 ; in 
Najdes, i. 122, 129, 148 ; in 
Rome, i. 226, 232 ; in Paris, i. 
299; ii. 5, 112, 122, 141, iS2 ; 
in Vienna, i. 353, 35S, 360 ; in 
Lonclon, i. 388, 394 ; at h’on- 
tainebleau, ii. 7 

-ruins of ancient, visited, i. 118, 

195 

Thiers, M. de, ii. 59, bo 
Thrasimeue lake, or Torricella, i. 

247 ; Hannibars victory, 247 
Thun, inadame de, dauL'Jit(‘r of' 
prince Kaimit/, i. 32() m, 357 
'Fiber, river, i. 23 (j, 2.|() 

'Filney, lord, at IVnj>]e.s, i. 121, 124, 
12b, 203 

Titian, painting’s by, i, 102, <\(\ 
'Fivoli, and the temple of the Sib}! 
at, i. 211, 2 j 8, 24.}.; ca.scade ol, 
211 

'Fobacco, snul'f and citj;ars, manin 
factories of, i. <}J 

'Fokay, and vineyards j irodueinj.4 
this wine, i- 340 
d’oleflo, I)<»n Pedi'o (It, ft>rmer\ice 
ro}' of Naples, foi ('harles of 
Spain, i. ib.j 

'FoiiLmres, baron de, his c* tlhsuion 
of birds, i. I 17 
'I'oite del (Ireeo, i. 124 
'FcnTeinuza, primie, i. 1S2 
'F(»rlola, description of the island ol, 
ii. 30()-3ii 
'Forlosa, i. 70 
'Fouloii.se, city of, i. 112 

• -.... count of, ii. 30 

Tours, city (d", i. 41 
'rou.ss#\nl Louvertim’, account of, 
it. 303 

'rownshcnci, lord, ii. by 
'Framontana, tin'wind, i. t eb 


Trefu.sis, Miss, her verses on the 
loss of p;eneral Kntix at .sea, ii. 
2S2, 2S3 

Trent, cits' of, i. 322 ; the palace at, 
322 ; costume at, 322 
Trinidad, i-iland of, ii. 288, 312, *,\:c. 
'Frop^a, bidiOji's sc'e of, on the (lulf 
of St. hbafeiiiia, i. 196; cheiiiut'^ 
and manna of the sicinity of, 309 
Tnii;UL‘t, admiral Laurent J. F., ii. 

109, 19(3, 233 
Tuite, Mr., i. 21 
'rnriit, i. 252-2bS, 300 
Tuscany, beauty of the women, and 
costume in, i. 247 ; ”rand duke 
of, 24S ; (lorjipfiMii of, 316 
'Fwiss, Mr. Richani, hi-^ “Travels in 
Spain’’ ('ritici-,etl, i. bS, 79 
Tynt', iusui of the, i. 2S4; the rivs'r, 

I'yrc.onnel, duke of ('Ikillx4), ii. 30 

‘ - - lady, i. nb 

'Fynd, the, lour in, i. 322, 324 


F LSI- ilb.i >, inadame d', i. 34t> 

{ •'u/markt, larch tri.e.?i and iir-. near, 
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\ allierc, dutdies, de la, i. tyi n.; 
aec'ounl of this celcbratetl knly, 
ji- .v^ II- 

V atican, MS.S, of the library in the, 
i. 2 th, 23.1; mu .einn, mefials, and 
pap) rt of, 2 It) ; statues of t he, 234 

Vaudreuil, \I. de, bis j^allciy of 
j»aintin|;s, ii. 28 

V’aiipaliere, inadame de I.i, ii. 52 

Veeyl, Lope/, de hi, i. 115 

Velino, the, its jum:tion with tin- 
ri\<.'r N’era, i. 238, 239 

Velvet mainifaelories f(f tieiioa, i. 

~57 

V erde, Rio, criticism (ui I he name ol 
(his ri\ cr, i. 7b 

X'ergentH's, count <le, ii. <) ; his 
(Teatli, 15 

Vermont, abhe de, hi.s advice to 
Marie Antoinette, ii. 34 
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Verona, city of, i. 320; academy for 
poetry and music at, 321 
Versailles, court of, in the last days 
of Louis X\''., i. S-21 ; court pre¬ 
sentations pleasantly described, 
9-14; the Parc - aux - Cerfs, or 
I’Ermitage, at, 19 ; court of 
Louis XVI., ii. 6 ; queen’s ball 
at, 13 

Vesuvius and its district, i. 121, 
^124, 138, 140, 145, 309 
Vetturino, travelling by agreement 
with a, i, 252, 300, 311 
Viaticum, the, administered to Louis 
XV., i. iS 
Vico, lake of, i. 311 
Vida, Latin poet, i. 169 
Vienna, i. 32S-361 
Vienne, river, near Tours, i. 42 
Villa Hermosa, Spanish ambassador 
at Turin, i. 265 

Vilvorde, prison of, formerly a house 
of industry, i. 374 
Vincennes, park of, ii. 27 
Vineyards in France, i. 55, 277 ; of 
Italy, 242 ; of Germany, 340, 365 
Virgil, admiration in Italy for, i. 

169 ; his tomb at Posilipo, 146 
Viso, ^lonte, i. 263 
Viterbo, mountain of, i. 312 ; town 
of, 312 

Vitruvius, i. 321 
Vittoria, built on a hill, i. 105 
Viventor, physician of Naples, i. 157 
Volcanic district near the Adriatic 
sea, i. 307; near Ronciglione, 311 
Volcanoes : remarks on volcanic dis¬ 
tricts, Vesuvius, i. 124; Etna, i. iSS 
Voltaire, statue of, by Pigalle, i. 7 : 
his “ Siecle de Louis XIV.,” 170 
n.; his works criticised, ii. 247 


Wall, general, former Spanish 
minister, i. 67; his residence at 
Grenada, 75 

-Mr., death of, in a duel, ii. 33 

Wertsee, lake, i. 325 
West India Islands, restoration of 
• Ste. Croix, St. Thomas, &c., to 
the Danes, ii. 2S9 n., 297, 300; 
IMr. Swinburne’s West India pro¬ 
perty, i. 384^ 

V bite’s club, ii. 66 

Wight, Isle of, visit to the, ii. 97 

Wilkes, Mr. John, anecdotes .of, i. 

394, 39 ^; ii- L 62 
William IV., when duke of Clarence, 
ii. 68 

Willis, Dr., ii. 65, 269 
Wines : Neapolitan, i. 136 ; La- 
cryma Christi, 171 ; of Sicily, 
1S7 ; of Montmelian, 271 ; of 
Montepulciano, 317; Tokay, 340 
Woburn abbey, i. 3S0 
Woronzow, count, ii. 279 
Wraxall, Sir William, ii 2 
Wurtzburg, palace of the prince- 
bishop of, i. 366; city of, 365 ; 
forest near, 365 

Yarmouth, lady, anecdote of, i. 392 
Yermoloff, celebrated general, ii. 41 
York, cardinal, amusing account of 
this descendant of the Stuarts, i. 
210 

--— Frederick, duke of, i. 370 ; ii. 
67 

A oung, Dr. Edward, his '‘Night 
Thought.s,” ii. 58 



